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The contents. 


Co. 1 Whatconſcienceis. 


2. The ations or dutics of conſcience. 
Where this point is handled, How a- 
ny thing is (ad to binde conſcience. 


3. The kinds and differences of conſci- 
ence. Where is handled, Libertic of 
conſcience, and the queſtion diſputed; 
whether a man may in conſcience be 
vnfallibly certen of his faluarion. 


4 Mans durie touching his coulcience, 
which is to get and to keepe it. 
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& TO THE 
RIGHT HON OU- 


RABLE SIR VVILLIAM 
PIRIAM Kaoight, Lord chicte Baron 
of her Maieſties Exchequer. Grace 
and peace. 


T: tghr Honourable , it can not 
| be unknovune to your ſelfe, 
BY 07 fo any man of 4 Aae5 Cx- 
perience, that it is thought « 
© [mall matter to commit 4 
IX {anne pr $0 lie in [mn againſt 
—* 4 MANS OUYME CON [cience. 
For many wuhen they are toldof their dutie in 
this peint replie and [ay, VV hat tell youre of 
conſcience? Conſcience was hanged long agoc. 
But wales they take better heed and prenent the 
danger by repentance Haniged-comſcience vull 
revue ana become both g1bbet andbangman to 
them either in this life or the life to come. For 
Com ſcience i5 apporntedof Godfo declare anupas 
in 


IndeedSatan for his part goes about by al means 
be can Jo benumme the conſcience : but all is no- 
thing. For as the ſcke man,vrvhen he ſeemes to 
e andtake bisreft,is imvuardly fallef trow- 
bles: ſo the benummed and drouſie conſeience 
wants not his ſecret pangs andterrours, endwhe 
it ſhal be rouſed by th: indgement of God it wax- 
eth cruel and fierce like a wildbeait. Again, wh? . 
4 141 /mnts againſt his conſcience, as much as 
in him licth he plungeth himſelfe into the gulfe 
of de ſperat ion:for exery woundof the conſcience, 
thouzh the [mart of it be little felt is a acadty 
wotnd: and he that goes on to ſine againit his 
conſcience, ſtabbes and vruounds it often inthe 
ſame place-andallrenewed wounds (a5 we know) 
are hardly or newer cured. Thirdly, he that lieth 
in ſomes ag ain? his conſcience gannot call/pon 
the name of God: for gwiltie conſcience makes « 
man flie fro God. And Chriſt ſaith, God heareth 
not ſinners, vnderitanding by ſomners, ſuch as 
oe on in their owne waies againit conſcience: 
andohat can be more dolefull then to be barred 
of the in 0:4tion of Gods nome? Laitly, ſuch 


per ſons after the lait indgement, ſhall have not 
| onely 
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ouch their boars in torment, but the vvorme 
inthe ſoule and conſcience ſhall ntary he : and 
what willit profit «man togain the whole world 
by doing things againſt his owne conſcience and 
loo ſe his owne ſoule. | 
Now that metd on this manner arcleſſe tou- 
ching conſcience, may ſee their follie and the 
eat and come to amendment; 
[have arhis fmalltreatiſe: and according 
fo the anncient andlaudable cuftome, as alſo ac- 
cording to my long intendedpurpoſe, I now ded. 
cate andpre ſent the ſame to your Loraſvip. The 
' reaſons wuhich have imboldened me to this en- 
terpriſe(allby-reſpetts excluded) are theſe. Ge- 
nerall aotrine in =» of religion is darke and 
ob ſcare and very hardy pratti ſedwriithout the 
the light of particular examples: andtherefore 
the doctrine of conſcience, by due right pertaines 
$0 4 man of conſcience, ſuch an one as your Lord- 
ſhip is, who(others of like place not excepted) hane 
obt ained this mercy at Gods hand to keepe faith 
and good conſcience. Againe, conſudering that 
inftice andcon ſcience haze alnaies bin friends: 
1 am inducedto thinke that your Lordſpip becing 
publickly ſet apart for the execution and main- 
tenance of civillinitice, will avd acc 
4 Treatiſe propounding rules and precepts 0 
ron ſcience, "ln therefore cunina 4 


my 
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wy bolanes,and hoping of your Lor aſvips good as- 
cept ance] commend you to God and torbe word 
of bis grace. 15 96. June, 


? 


Your Loraſhips 
to command, 


W. Perks. 


OF CONSCIENCE. 


What conſcience Is, 


| their 
F with —_ or againſtchem. 
Yo Ifayconſcience isapart of 
—— Iſhewitthus. Godin 
framing of the ſoule placedinictwoprinci 
faculrics, rudrfantive and w4l. — 
ding is that facultie inthe ſoute whereby we vie 
reaſon : and it isthe more principall part ſeruing 
ro rule and order the whole man, and therefore 
itis placediee the foule tobe asthe wagginerin 
the waggit. The Will is an other faculue, 
whereby we doe will or nill any thing, thatis, 
chooſe or refuſe it. VV iththe will is ioyned ſun- 
dric aftcions, as ioy, ſorrow, louc, hatred, &c. 


A 1 where- 
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z A Treatiſe | 
whereby we imbrace or eſthew that which is | 
oodor cuill. Now, conſcience is notplacediin | 


afeftions nor will, butinthe 
ws engender ker | 


reaſon. png on». hath rwo 
The firſt is that w Eng wth wan 
on of er«th and falſhood, ocs 
no further. ——_— IT. 
the view and conlideration of cuery particular 
ation, to ſearch whether it be goodor badae. 
The firſt is called the Theorice,, the ſecond the 
prattical vnderſt ending. And vader this latter 
, ke of the grodke we 
icisto or 
ofthings or aftions done. 
bVaderfts. I Gay that conſcience isa = iw'parof th 
ro 
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fe rode (a acommy w 
in _re- 2 a, - 
neD obs and iudgement pro- 
hymn ceede as cffefts, This the Scriptures confurme in 
Hi + thatthey aſcribe ſundrie workesandaCtionsto 


Ro proccede , "if conſcience were no more butan 
auionazs, aftion or aft of the minde. Indeedel graumt, it 
"Ws may be taken for a certen aftuall dge, 
_ whic 
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of comſciewde. 3 
which is the CO_ but to ſpeake pro- 
, this knowledge oceede of a pow- 
ark6 rr cared ia take 
the principles and concluſions of the minde and 
jethe, & by applying cither roaccuſe or ex+ 
This is the ground of ll, and this I raketc 
be comſcieuce. If it be oblefted that conſcience 
cannot beanaturall power, becauſc it may be 
loſt: Ianfwer if conſcience beloſt, itis oncly in 
reſpect ofthe ſc thereof, as reaſon is loſt inthe 
drunken man and not otherwiſe. 

I adde; that the proper ſubie&ts of conſcience 
are reaſonable creatures; that is,men andangels. 
Hereby conſcience is excluded firlt of all from 
baut beaſts, for though they hauc life 8 ſcnſe,8c 
in things ſome ſhadows of reaſon, yer be- 
cauſe they want true reaſon, they want con(ci- 
enccalſo. Secondly from God the creator, who 
becing righreoulnes it {clfe, needeth not couſci- 
enceto order &gouerne his aftions. And wher- 
nas Tos 

com ſcience of God hismea- 
wr notto ſhewe thatGod hath conſcicuce, 
but that men are to ſuffer many wrogs becauſe 
their 63 ſcreweesdo bind the, in ſo doing to obay 
Gods wil, which conſcience direftly reſpedterh, 

And I Gay that conſcience is in a//reaſoneb!e 


creagares , that none might imagiue that ſorne 
At men 


4 aA Tx181/? 

men by nature haut conſcience in than, ſome 

none ar all. For 2 many men as thend-are; fo 

many conſciences there be: and a 

lar man hath his owne particular conſcience: ;: Z 
The proper endeof conſcienceizzoderers — 


4 jnion. 114 3 nee; Intelhaepce. - 
'£ Heer en ns ibtobecer« 
nA gent. / ten lure: fare waperf _— 

belceue things that are not: ji on «ity 

nceth what ismeetetobedone, what tbe lefs 

vndone; but com erence goes furtheo yer then 

al theſe: for it MWg, or of 

things done, by ſayir Wvnovs, 2was Jone, 

this wasnatdone:: thu may be done this may 

not be done:this was wel done,thiswasilldone., 
The things that conſcience determines of, | 


area mans owne aftions : his owne aftions, I 
lay. To becerten whatan other man hath ſaide 
ordone, is commonly called knowledge : but 
for a man to becerten what he himielfe hath 
done or ſaide, that is conſcience. Againeconſci. 
ence meddles not with , onely itdeales 
in particular ations: and thzt,not in ſore fewe, 
butin all. 
"The manner of conſcicnces determination, 
is 


of Conſclence. $ 
isto ſet downe his iudgeqnent cither ywith the 
creature or agaiaſt it; I adderhisclauſe, becauſe 
conſcience is of a divine nature, and isatk:ing 
placed by Bad in the middeſt berweene him 
and man , I goumnerend 
to promoance either with man or againſt man 
vio God. - For otherwhiiles, it __ and 
fprakes wabsGod againſtthe man in whomeir 
is placed: otherwhules againe it conſents with 
him and ſpeakes for himbefore the Lord. And 
hence comes one reaſon of the name of conſci- 
ence. Scire, to know, is of one man alone by 
himſclte : and conſerre is, whentwo atthelcaſt 
know ſome one (ecret thing; cither of them 
knowing itrogither with the other. Therefore 
the farne ewelf1rrr, Or Conſeiemtia conſcience, 
15 thatthing chat combiges two togither, and 
makes them partners in the knowledge of one 
and the ſame ſecret. Now man and man,ot man 
and Angel cannotbecombined; becauſe they 
can not know the ſectet of any man vnleſſe it be 
reucaled rothern: it remaines therefore that this 
combination is onely betweene man and God. 
God knowes perfeftly all the doings of man, 
choughthey beneuer ſo hid and concealed : and 
man yagi giuehimof God, knows togither 
with God,the fame things of himlelte : and this 
giſt isnamed Conſticnce. = 
A3 CAP. 
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CeAP. Il. 
Of the duties of conſcience. 


GG SR 4 
aa 15. Theer conſcience alſobea- 


ring witnes.2 Cor.1.12. Oar reioycing i1the te- 
Pimanic of ouy com ſcience, that in, e+e. 

Here we muſt conſider three things: I. of 
what things conſcience beares wines: IT. in 
what manner ;- ITI. how long, 

For the firſt, conſcience beares witneſle of 
our thoughts,of our affeftions, ofour outward 
ations. 

— 
it appeares by the ſolemne proteftation whi 
engl iohereby hey pf tharthey think 
F it:wher the that 
ſornething, or they thinke itnor, andthatthcir 
conſciences can tell what they thinke. Nether 
mult this ſeeme e. Forthere muſt betwo 
ations of the vnde mm p. 

, vw 


” of Conſcience. > 
which barcly conceiueth or thinketh this or 
thar:the other is 8Fefled#5ne or doubling of the 
former , whereby aman concciues and thinkes 
properly pertaines tothe conſcience. The minde 
thanks a , now conſcience goes beyond 
the mindc, and knowes what the minde thinks; 
ſoasifaman would go abour to hide his ſinne- 
full from God, his conſcience as an 0- 
ther within him, ſball diſcouer all. By 
meancs of this ſecond ation conſcience may 
bcare witnes cuen of and from hence 


alſoit ſcemestoborrow hus name, becaule con- copfeientis 
ſcience isa ſcience or knowledge ioyned with 4/cmvia 
an other knowledge: for by it I conceive and [5.4.6 


know what know. 

Againe, conſcience beares witnes what the 
wills and affeftions of men be incuery matter, 
Rom. 9.1. ſaythe truth in Chriſt, 1 ie not,my 
conſcience bearing me witnes in the holy Gho#, 
that Thawe gs a4Ines gene 
1 my heart : for I could with my ſeife to 4 
rate from Chriſt for my ped, M 

Laſtly it witneſſeth what be mensaftions. 
Eccles.7.2.4.Oftentimes alſo thine heart know- 
eth,(that is, conſcicce witnelſeth] rhat chow like- 
 wiſehaft carſedothers. 

The manger that conſcience yſcth in giving 
A4 reſti- 


8 ATreatiſe 4 
teſtimonic ſtandes in two things. Firſt it ob- 
ſcrucs and takes notice of all things that wedoc: 
ſecondly, it doth inwardly and ſecretly within 
the hearr,cell vs ofthemall. In this reſpe&ir may | 
fly be compared to anotarie, or ategiſter that 
hath alwaicsthe penne in his hand, tonote and 
record whatſocyer is ſaide or done : who alſo 
becauſe he the rolles and records of the 
court,cantell what hath bin ſaid and done many 
hundred yearespaſt, 

Touching the third point. How long coaſci- 
ence beares witnes,it doth it continually;not for 
a minux,or aday,or a maoncth,or a yeare, but for 
cucr: when a man dies, conſcience dicthnot; 
when the bodicis rotting inthegraue, conſci- / 
ence liucth and is fafe and ſound: and when we 
ſhall riſc againe, conſcience ſhall come with vs 
tothe barre of Gods iudgement,ather toaccuſe | 
orexcule vs before God, Rom. 2.15, 16..Their 
conſcience bearing witnes at the day when God - 
ſpallindge the ſecrets of men by Ie ſus Chriſt. 

By this firſt dutic of conſcience, weareto 
learne three things. The firſt,that there is a God: 
and we may belead to the (ight of this cuen by 
very reaſon. For coaſcience beares witneſke. 
Of what? Of thy particular doings. But aga 
whomeor with whomedoth it giue refti 
nic? thou maiſt jeele in thy heart that _ 

F ci 
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of Conſcience. 9 
cither with thee or againſtthee. And towhom 
Sita witneſſe? Tomenor Angely? that cannot 
be, torthey can not heare the voice of conſci- 

ence, they cannot reccine conſciences teſtimo- 
ny, nay they cannot ſee whatisin the heart of 
man. Ir remaines therefore that there 1s a ſpiri- 
ruall ſubſtance, moſt wiſe, moſt holy, moſt 
mighty,that ſcesallthingsro whom conſcience 
beares record; and that is God himlelfe. Ler A- 
theiſts barke againſt this as long asthey will: 
they have that in them try will convince 
them oftherruth of thegodhcad will they nill 
chey,citherin hife or 
welcarne, that God doth wacch 0- 
uer all menby aſpeciall prouidence.The maſter 
of apriſonis knowen by this to haue care ouer 
his priſoners, if hee ſend keepers with them to 
watch them and to bring them home againe in 
ume convenient: and ſo Gods care tomanis 
manifeſt in this, that when he created man and 
placed himinthe worlde, he gaue himconfa- 
enceta be his keeper to follow him alwaics at 
the hecles & to dogge himſas we ay) & to pry 
into hisaftions & to beare witneſle of them all. 
Thirdly bence we may obſcruc Gods 
——— doanything any thing Lies 
he ſers his conſcicnce firſt of phe nrp © 
fecredy : ifthen he arnende, God forgivesir: if 


nor, 


10 ATrea:ſe 
not,then afterward conſcience muſt openly ac- 
cuſe himfor itatthebarrc af Gods wudgement 

a before all the faints and in heaven. 

The ſecond worke of conſcicuce isto giue 
9.0f T Re oor PAS thing 
LOrcen Togiuci ct isto athi 
or rnmnd awe done orildoneHereinconfience alle 
toa Tudgethat holdcth an aſsize and takes no- 
tice of inditements and cauſech the moſt notori- 
ous malcfattour thatistohold up his hand at 
the barre of his judgement. Nay it is(as it were) 
alittle god (uring in themiddle of mens hearts 
arraigning them 1n this life as they {hall be ar- | 

raigned for their offences at the tribunall ſcare 
ofthe cucriuing godinthe day of iudgement. 
Wi herfore the temporary iudgement that is 
giucnby the conſcience isnothing cls bur a be- 

ginning or a fore-runner of rhelaſt i 
Hence wearcadmoniſhedto take ſpecial heed 
rhat nothing paſt lic heavy upon vs, & that we 
charge not our coſcicnces in tirne ro come with 
any matter. For ifour conſcience accuſe us, god 
will muchmore condemne vs, faith S.Ioha. 1. 
Ioh. 3. 18. becauſc he ſceth all our ations more 
cearely and indgeth them more ſcuerely then 
conſcience can. It ſhall be good therfore for all 
mento labour that they may ſay with Paul, 2. 
Cor.4. Tknovu nothing by my ſelfe , that they 
may 


—— 
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pu of Con ſcience. 7 
may ſtand before God without blame for cuer. 
Hed we muſt conſider two things: firſt, the 
cauſe that makes conſcience giue tudgement: 
the manner how . 
The cauſe is the Binder of the conſcience, The $z. Of the 
Binder is that thing whatſocucr which hath Moding of 
power & authority ouer conſcienceto order it. gee. 
To bind, isto vrge, cauſe, and conſtraine it in 
eucry ation cither to accule for ſmne, or ro cx- 
| cule for well doing; or to lay, thismay be done 
| or it may notbe 


Coalcience is laid tobe bound asit is conkide- 
red apart by it (de from the bigding power of 
gods comandemens. For then it hath liberty 8 
isnot bound cither roaccule or excuſe, butis 
NG but when 
the binding power is ſet once ouer the colciece, 
theincuery adivit muſtnecdscither accuſe or 
excuſe:cueasamanin acity or town hauing lus 
liberty,may go vp & down ornotgo,where 8 
when he will: but if his body be attached by the 
magiſtrate & impriſoned, the his farmer liber- 
ty is reſtrained , & hecan go up and downe but 
within the priſon or ſome other allowed place. 

The binder of ——_—_ is cither proger 
or improper. Proper is that thing whichhat 
yuan obns.rhlunnrs, Srogarrar 
the conſcience. Andthat is the worde of God 
-writt inthe books ofthe old & newTeſlamec. 
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Reaſon. 1. He whichis the Lord of coaltiamce 
by his word and lawes binds confefite: bur 
Godisthe only Lorde of conſcience;"detaale 
he oncecreated it, and he alone pouernevi 
nonetur he knowes it. Thertore hisward Ind 
lawes only bind conſcience —_— IL: 
which hathpower to ſave vor deſtroy the foot: 
for the keeping or breaking of his lawes; fah 
abſolute power to bind the ſoul and ebnſtience 
by the fame lawes: bur the firit is true of God a- 
lone, Iam.3.12. There i5 de lawgiver which 5s 
able to ſave anddeſtroy.1(i.z3.22.The Lorde is 
our Iudge the Lord is our lavoginer, the Lor de 
is our King, andhe will ſave vs. Therefore the 
worde of God alone by an abſolute and ſouc- 
raigne power binds conſcience. Becaule this 
point iscleare of it (elfe, further proofe is need- 
leſle. 

Hece we are taught ſundry points of inſtrufti- 
on.I.Such as arc ignorat amog us mult labor to 
get knowledge of gods worde, becaule it binds 
coſcience.Nenher wil theplea of ignorice ſerue 
forexcuſe:becauſe whether we know gods laws 
or know them nor, they ſtil bind us And weare 
bound notonly to do them, but whe we know 
pom dy Woe Wet rote 
rant ofther, bur to ſecke to know then. It we 
hadno more ſinnes our ignorance were lutfici- 

. en 
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of Comſcience. 13 
emtocondemne ys. II. Gods wordisto be 0+ 
beycd though we ſhould offend all men, yea 
loole all mers faupurand (uffer the greateſt do- 
mage thx may be, cucnthe loſe of our lives. 
Ard the reaſon isat hand; becauſe gods worde 
hatlichisprerogatiuerobridle,bind,& reſtraine 
the conſcience. ITI. Whatſoruer weenter- 
priſe or take in hand, we muſt firſt ſearch whe- 
ther God give vshbertyinconſcience-and war- 
rancco doit. For if we dootherwiſe,confcience 
wsboandi preſently to charge vs of ſinac before 

yp we do hereſec how dangerous the 

caſe is of all tm&-ſeruersthat will live astbey liſt 
and bo of no certen religion till differences arid 
diflemions therein be cnded, and they haue the 
determination of a generall counſel]: fot whe- 
ther theſ&4hipgs come topaſle or no , certen- it 
1sthat theyare bound in: conſcience to reteiue 
and beleeue the ancient, Propheticall, and Aps- 
ſtolicalldoQvint rouchiing rhe true worſhip of 
god and tha wayto litvedlaſting, which is 
the true region. The ſamersto be ſaid of all 
drowſieproteftantsand lukewarme-goſpellers 
thac uſe religion not withthatcare and conſci- 
ence they ought, buronlythen and o far forth 
as it ſerues fortheir turnes, commonly negle- 
Qing or deſpiſing the aſſemblies where the 
wordis preached : and ſeldome frequenting ” 
| Lords 
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Lords table vals it be at Eaſter. Like (ly wrer- 
ches they neither ſee nor tecke the conſtraining 
power that gods word hath in their colciences. 
Gods word iscither Law or The law 
isapartofGods wordof thingsto be doneor 
to be left yndone. Anditis threefoldmorall, iu- 
fl . ! þ4 1! . F ; 


$4.0fthe Moralllaw concernesduticset loue partly ts 
moralllaw God & partly towards our naghbourm iscon- 


binding, 


d 5, Com. 


tained in the decalogue or 10.commandernents: 
& it is the very law ofnature written inallmens 
hearts (for ſubſtance though not for the maner 
——C— of man: 8: 
therfoce it bi IONS 
tines, euen of blind and ignorant perſons 

ncither knowe the moſt ot itnor care to know 
x. Yethere mult be remembred 3. exceptions 
of cautions. I VV hen two commandernenty of 


the morall bw arc oppo 
wecannotdo them both at the ſame tire: then 


the lefler commandement gj to the 
ITS 
ple, I. God commands one thing, 8 the magj+ 
ſtrate commaunds the flat contrary :inthis caſe 
which of theſerwo — 

ed, Honour God or.) Honour " 
ſtrate? the anſwer is, thatthe latter muſt give 
place tothe former, & the former mult = 


inreſpeRtofvsſoas - 


| 


| 


R 
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commandment 
ocigbbours lie 8 


dervem 3x this tiene is ro giue , &theſocr 
compre een conſcience: ſo 
FO ſhould require) a man 

hen (ſore onkregerd) AO USL 
9.13. [wilihave ie o not ſacrifice. Andihe 
rule maſt nor be omitted, That charity towards 
our. pcighbour 1s nate to the Louc of 
God,& therfore mult giueplacetoir. For this 


that time itbindsnox. For allthe 10. comande- 
ments muſtbe cocciued with this conditi0, Ex- 
cept god comand otherwiſe-Exiple. I. Thefoxt 

comman- 


$ s. Oflu- 
dfcials bin- 
ding. 


t6 A Trediſe 
commandement is, Thou ſhalenot kill: but God 
giucs particular commandemet to Abraham. 
Abraha offer thy ſonne Ifaxc in ſacrifice tome. 
Andrhis latter comandement at that mſtant did 
bind Abraham : & he is therefore comrhended 
for his obedience toit. TT. And when God 
commanded the children of Ifracl to compaſſe 
Irrico ſcucn datevandttieefort on the Sabbath; 
the fourth commandemen preſcribing the fan- 
Qifying of reſt on the Sabbathi- for thrar inſtane 
inthat ationdidnorbind conſtience.! © - 
TIL Canion. Ontand the ſane corretiaride- 
a ns 
andindomg ſome other things\dſſe. 


Doe gooa't0-4lt men, bud — 
0h jo Deemed monk 
nrſ; that though Al; fines be pony oe 
deſeruecrernalldeath, yetall are nor equal, bar 
ſomettbre grievoustfien others, _ '' Fi 
Tadiciall hawes of Moſes are all ſuchias 'pre- 

ſcribe order for the execution of iultice'nd 
iudgement in the common-wralth: 
ſpecially givenby God& dire&&d rothe 


who for this very cate were y conſ3- 
ence to chem alt: and if the ore 
wealth of the Iewves were now 
the oldeſtate, nodonbt they ſhould co 
ſtillto biad as before. Y 


— ib. 2... '_— 
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of Con ſtuence. 7 | 
But touching other nations and ſpecially | 
Chriſtancommon-wealths in theſe dates, the 
cale is ocherwile. Some are of opinion, that the 
whole  indiciall haw is wholly aboliſhed: and 
ſome runnc tothe other extreme; hol- 
diog that Tadiciall lawes binde Chriſtians as 
ghtly as Jewcs: but no doube,they are both 
wide; andthe fafeſt courſe, is to the 
mecane betweene both... Therefore the Iudici- - 
— according to the ſubſtance 
ope thereof muſt be diſtinguiſhed; in 
Cheb actos ſorrs.Some of *lari parti- 
anne _—— 
* common . Larvey' * Jars ca0h- 
citate and condition of the Iewes 
| —— & tothe circumſtances ther- 
of. time, place, chings, ations. Ofthis 
| kind wasthe-lav , that brocher ſhould raife vp 
ſeed to hisbrocher, and many fuch like: & none 
of them bind vs becauſe they were framed and 
tempered toa particular people. | 
Tadicials of common cquity arc ſuch as arc 
made tothelaworinſtint ofmature 
common to all men: and theſe, in reipetoi 
therr fbſtance, binde the conſciencesnor onely 
of the lewesbur alſo of the Gentiles: for they 


veee nb glzaitotheloweennthey arc Lewes, 
Bn that 


— 


en 


forchasthey hauin them the genetall or com- | 

enkhickevbinſiy in conllidigantg—s | 
A Tudicialllavyaiay be known v0 bea law 

of commonequiryifeirher oftheſerwothings 

be foundinit: Firſt, if wiſe men noe onely 4- 


Gme in fbltance with ſundry 
hawes giuen to the Iewes: and the Romane | 
ours among the reſt haue:done this 
excellernly , as will appeare by conſer- — | 
ring their lawes with the lawes of (20d; Se- 
a Tudiciall hath common equitic, if it 
ſerge diretly w explanc and confirtneany of 
thetenne precepts of the Decalogue: or,if i 
| ſcrnedireAly to maintaine and yphold any of 


— — —— —————— 
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of Conſcience. 19 
therhree eſtates of the family, the common- | 
weatth, the Church. And whether this be ſo or 
no, it will , if we doebut conſider the ; 
maner of te we, and the reaſons or conlide- | 
whichthe Lord was mooued to 

= umo the lewes. Now to make 

in hand mire take an 
| or wo fe a | aKs—— 
| trodextb: now t queſtion 
| — ——_ be the com- 
| mon equity of nature di conſciences of 
| Chriſtians or no? 019 Arup with- 
out further doubting it is foi. For firſt of all, this 
law hach bin by common .onſtne of wiſe law- 
in many countries and 
| belide the Iewes . —_— 
the Egyptians and *olde Grecians of Draco, por og 
Numa, and of many Apt Romane * Empe- font 
— his lawe fcrues direQly to Archee.bb. 
ro the ſoxt commands +4? 

nicrie: an: conſideration upon which the 
law was made is ſo weightythat withourit a 
| common-wealth can not ſtand . The murde- | 

rers bloode muſt be ſhedde (faicth the Lorde 

Numb. 35. V- 33,34.) becauſe the whole lande is 

defilea with blood and remaincth vndenicd, till 

his blood be ſhed, Againe it was afudiciall aw a- 


mongens a — —" 
ſhoul 


—T— — 


-_ 


ff Trea8//c 


ould di the deb; now letibe queſticn be 
whether this law concarne other nuionsas be» 
iogderiued Frome common law.ok pawre : 


puniſhment 
Gen. 8, MERE lay weogroty by Maſcs, ap- 
Tana hisdaughter 1n law v6 bygurnt 
todeath for the whore. Nabuahad- 
ere.19.33« nezzar burnt andZedeclyas becauſe they 


commirted dukery —_— thei + 
ey drremwhg tho ranges ferro pr 


. PedtinGe Romancs Againe,thisiawy ſeemes roy to 
maintaiae necefſary. obedience to the ſcurnth 


adultery 
- + ofthem.) dar Fe te fenfm Jie 
+ Tas rey 2 For Oren 


lawe biue 
I | DO 


of Comſlence. 21 
the” Aproffics: the third, the tame after the 
a Cate” ane 
In the fiſt, ddbind the conlticncts of rhe 
Iewes &y he obedience ofic w che rruc wor- 
ſhip of G49. Bur ir didnotthen bind the conſci- 
criceb6ftheGerrile for (v5 the partition wall 
betwene thermandl ne Igwes. en 


 THAARSHE ieveinis ſis the akenkbit'ef 
Chriſt, illSout the tithe'&f che deſtruQion bf 
the Ternple and city : inWwhich,ceremoniescra- 
eto bid onbicceatrerainevintee 
Hereupon Paul circumciſed Timothy: the A- 
poltley after Chriſts aſcenſion, as occafron was 
offered were preſent irr the Temple, AX 3.1 
And the coutcill of Hieruldem tendering the 
weakenefſe of ſome bdlectiers, decreed that the 
Sora dr yeni or rm yr 

8& blood And there was good reaſon 

B3 


F7.Ofthe 
cs 


- «ing. 


thisi har 
I npoace anon 


. 


(ebckſtnts ly jg nes 


—Srwag_je nc unde wars "LO 
beuncalled. Perſons called are all ſuch ro whom 
God in mercy hath offered the meancs of ſalua- 
tion, and hath reucaled the dotrinc of the gol 
pellin fore meaſure more orlefſe by meanes 
cither ordinary or extraordinary . All ſuch I 
thinke are ſtraightly bounde in conſcience to 
belecuc wk the Goſpel). For that word 
of God, ine me al gd nh 

ay 


docth as wall binde conſcience as the 
we,and ifit be not obeyed will as well con- 


denn. 
Men vncalled, are ſuch as neuer hearde of 
Chriſthy xcalonthe golpell wasncuer 


24 ATreaiſe 
thete hane bene ſachin' former ages, I make ir 
RE 
m ' imo fourc apes. The firſt, 
owt the creation to the floode: the ſecond, 
froty thefloodto the giuing of the Lawe: the 
third, from the giuing of the law to the death 
of Off: the fourth, from thedeath of Chriſt 
rothelſt iudgement. Nowin the three for- 
mer ages,there WatadiftinAion of the world 
I CEOIIVSS 
e t 
Ms che faihilies of Seth, Noe, &c. 
were the fonnes of God; in all orhet familics 
the-ſormes of tnch, Gel. 6.3. Inthe ſecond 
age were theſorines of the fleſh and the formes 


ſtnQiun aroſe of this, that rhe & 110k 
revealed tothe worlde before —_ 
Chriſt, asthe ſcriptures witnes. The Prop 

ai Gath.$2.14. thar k;»gy ſha bery1 
at Chriſt becauſe that which hea wot bþ 
they ſhal ſee that "eitohioes 


nn — 


of Com ſcience. 25 
they vnderſt7d. And 55,5.that a natio that knew 
him not ſhallrunne vnto him. Paul (aith of the 
— that ir times they were with- 
out Godand without C r from the 
covenant, Eph. 2.12. p54 fray Leena 

faith, ehat the times before the proovarvetey 
Chril erent ame Af.17.:0. And 
that ir'may riot be that this igyornmce 
was affefted, Paul faith further thac God 
times paſt the Gentiles to walke in their 
owne waits, AQ. 14.16. Rr evra 
the Goel as eret from inni 
the world, Ne inthe poplar 
tothe whole world, Rofn. 16. 25. Some leadge , 
charthe Jewesbering the Church of God, had 
rraffieke with all natons, and by this meanes 
ſpred fomelittle Rnowkedgeofthe Mefiias tho- 
roughthe whole world: Þ anſwer agathe that 
the conferenceand ſpeach of-Tewiſhwarchanty 
with forrainers wasno fafficient means tv) pub- 
liſh the promiſe of (akuarion by Chriſt to the 
whole world firſt bectuſe the Tewes for the 
moſtpare have alwaics bin more readie to re- 
| riew adhd falſe religion, then to teach 
their ownie: {ſecondly becauſe the very Tewes 
themidues, though they were well acquainted 
with the petemomes of their religion, yer the 
ſubſtagce thereof which was Chrilt _ 


16 ATreeiſe 
cxtamngll ccramonics, they knew not : and here- 
Ne Pharilics = they made a Proſe- 


rraine 
the do- 


have 
knowneif warty L, anſwer that the kee- 
angry old Teſtament, was 
cammiitcd go the Iewes alone, Rom. 3,2. a0d 
therefore they were not Loot to = _ 
workagolohePy 
ar liſia, Petro? 


bis wordunto Iacob 
u2nts unto 4a hy ray dealt ac, res 


roach as heard of they areapt 8 
ara war rods Tun Golpelinas 
A kd boondeilink God, yer are 

adtually bound til} fuck ume as 
CE emkedera the leaſt gacancs of 
reuclation offered. Reaſons 
I. Yam Te rae oo 
- oi 


1.34 


['þ 


now, tho Golpcl is altogether ynknowne and 

vaceectiiad of many , as I hauc alrcadie proo- 

ud and therefore it binds not them inconſci. 

ence... Ih, - Paul th, Rom. 2.12. They wvhich 

ſawne without the law{\written) ſball be conde- 

nedwithoat the law: therefore they which fine 
without the Goſpel, (hall be condemned with- 

out the Golpel: and fuch as ſhall be condemned 

bound by jt in Avguſtine w- 

diczall Divine of all the auveicne 

thele words of Chriſt, bat wow they bavie'me ex 1ob.r5.r0, 

a onthis manner, A dowbt _,veus. 

may be weoued w/ybether they towhome Chrift 1e8.33.18 

bath not come, neither hath ſpoken onto them, ** 

bane aw exxuſe for their ſane. For if they have 


| may d 
or in pert leſſened. To the (c gs 
cording 


a 
3 ATveciſe 
cording to my capacitie 45 the Lord fait inabto | 
mel an wer, that they to whome Chrilfoaind 
not weither hath okememe them, ane un e%2 | 
cue wot of entry fore but of this ſoend ;rhiwyhey 
DE range 
£0 7 nguis F Chriſt pane 
in his Charch to the Gentiles, 
beard bes haze bis or aye 
death puay ſe this excaſe 9s 
but they ſhall not therefore eſeapt HMeNithathii: 
- For whe ſorucr haze ſinned without the(kn ,uall 
perifo witheat the law, © OE 
As tor the rcaſons which ſome efthe ſthook. 
men haue allcadged to-the'comratie,'thiy are 
» rhem.z. x, anſwered all by*men of che Gimetrdiv{and I 
$10.47.1. willbriefly couch the principall. Firſt it wobie- 
of ſmue, becauſe they heve na belbbood' in 
Chrift,loh.16. 9. I avwer that by rid wor lf we 
maſt not vnderſtand land egeyy was fines the 
creation, bur all nations and foarhe 
laſt age ofthe world, ro whome the Goſpel was 
reuealed. Thus hath Paul dthis word, 
- Rom-1.12. The falbof thew'is the yichervf the 
world, aud the diminiſhing of thens the riches 
of the Gentiles. v. 15, The caftint of them away 
is the reconciling of the world Secondly ic is ob- 
iefted that the law binds all megincenſcience 
t 


Jnne the | 
which is aboue nature, but Chriſt the ſcrond 


of Camſcience. 29 
partadf it be valknowne to 
The lavy was once given to A- 
mprinced in his heart in hs firſt crea- 
tine, and:inhim as beeing the roote of all man- 
kink, ic rvas giucn to-allmen : and as when he 
fnocyd all men fanned in him, ſo when he was 
wlghtracd all were iolightened in him, andco- 
| ! . 


the law, alt were bound in him. And 
this knowiedge be loſt by mans default, yer 
bond remaincs ſtill on Gods part. Nowe the 
calc. is mberwiſe with the Goſpel, which was 
ncuer written 1n mans nature, but was glen 
wftcr the fall and is aboue nature. Here a further 
van ory 
dam, The ſeede of the woman fall bruiſe 
ſerpents head, wak allo made with his. ſeede 


rg 


- whichtsallmankinde, and was aftcrwardcon- 


tiuacd with Abrahamto all nations. I anfwer a- 


grace 


Adam. And therefore when God gaue the pro- 
miſc ynto him and faith tobelecuc the promale, 
he did not in him giue them both toallmas 
kind: neither,if Adam had afterward fallen fro 
— _—_ | 


*1,lok.z.8. oftheferperm 


ſacs be 
called; 
isa*parrofmanking.,uditisex- 

claded from the covenant. : And whereasthe 
Lnadpromiſcdto Abrahamthat m his ſeode all 
thd nations of the carch ſhould be biefled, the 
pfodnife muſtnor be voderſtood ofallmenine- 
bur of allnations inthelaſt age ofthe 

nd thus Panthath drearcd theeen, Gal. 
he Scripture fireſeeing that God wroould 


La” oo ſwnczasthermanifld miſcripe te 
8 ſo I take the ignorance _— — 


£99 


— — 


| C—_— this pointous of the weed of God 


_— ——+—_ err _ 
- Ir ——— 


132 EN. 
the Gii/pdl 3s raumaled, is bound tabdecur his 
join, iftiica - why 


tuſtification, ſandbficatian, and 
inand by Ghriſt, The. raalons and 


arciliole:;]. r.Lob.yalg. This is bracommune- 
por 9. 4 
(Cliyiit, and /oue one an other «1 be gane vs 
trend ment. Now to belecue in Chnilt, is 
notconkuſedly to beicecue that he isa tedeemer 
ofmankind. but withallto beleeue that ht is 
fauiour, andthat Tamddotted inſtifiod Gantt, 
ed,and ſhalbe glorified by him, This is granoced 
of al cacn, yca ofthe Papilts themiclues, which 
etherwilſc are came chis doirine. For 


Landedly. Lumberd Gaith,Tobalcene 


<þ.23, 


imGodisbybelcening 
to lonc; and as it mare togee into God: by belce- 
ving to cleane unto him, aud a1 were to be in- 
into bis mneninbers. 11. Paul,Gal. 2. 
26> rſt of all a. lentence, 
That a mas is wot inttifiedby the workes of the 
4s, bet Ll the faith of Chrif#. Aftctwand he 
oder on , Excn we'(namely 
Jewes ) have beleenedin I: ſurChrift, thatwwoe 
= by the fark —_— 
inv.z0.he 
the Gofpel to himſclte , / "1 hve [Gith he) 2) bike 
faith of the ſonneof Godlwhohath loucd me and 
Ros And mr” == 
tion 


T—— 
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, plirition there is nothing peculiar co Paul, for 
{ithirveryattionaf his he i anexample vnto 
vs;i.Fim. 1.16 Fw this cenſe(faihhe)wes [re- 
retued to merete rue Te fas Chritt yponld ſbew 
| fo ff ow we alf (ang ng uniorbe en 
rhens which Bak in time to cone br/eene in 
t0 - Againe Philip.3.8 he faith, 
Itrhenke all but boſe, that 1 might »inne 
Chrift, and might be found in him hot having 
mine avune righteouſnes , but that wohich 15 
þ the faith of Chritt, that Imay knovy 
hins andthe werree of hisre ſurrettion: ad ab 
xerward he addeth, v. 15. Let v1 as many arbe 
ferfel# be rhuy minded TIT, Whatfocucr 
we pray for eecording to Gods will, we arc 
_ to we + vnto vs. 
| 11.24. bar ſoener 73 
beleene that ye ball haw if, wadet Ballhs hae 
+v#ts you. Burt we pray for the pardon of our 
owne ſinnes, atd oe ievratingby Ch 
and thar ing to the wilt of:God. There- 
fore we are boutid in conſtiencetobeleeuethe 
of our owneſinnesandlife everlaſting. 
V. If God ſhould ſpeake particularly roany 
man,and ſay vo him, Cornehius,or Peter, be- 
lecuc thou in Chriſt, and thou ſhalt de ſaued; = 
this commaundemene ſhould biride him parti- 
cularly. Now when the Minilter lawfully - 
C1 cd, 


| 


34 ATreatiſt 
| = in the _ and ſtead of God 
the Goſpel tor ation, that 1s as much 
as if God bimGlfe kad? to them par- 
— calling cach of by their names 
and promifing vnto them life cuerlaſting in 

Chriſt. 2. Cor.4. 20. We 4s ambeſſadours for 
Chrift, as though Gad didbe ſeech you throuzh 
Vs, pray you it Chrifts ſtead, that ye be recon- 
ciledto God. 

. Ir maybeandisobicfted, thatif everyman 
be in conſcience to belecue his owne 
Eleftion and faluation by Chriſt, then ſome 
men ace bound to belecue that whichis falſe, 
becauſe ſome there be cucn in the middeſt of 
the Church, which in the counſel of God 
were neuer choſen to ſaluation. I anſweare, 
that this reaſon were ; if men were 


bound abſolutely to - their akuation 
without further or condinon : but the 


waxy mn tothe tenour 


of the coucnant of for we are bound 
ro belceue in rs ae 
life cucrlaſting , or if we would be in the ®- 
uour of God, pr if we would be good difci- 
plesand members of Chriſt. 

In that we arc baund in conſcience on 


this manner to belceuc the promiſes of the 
ys xg aaa dar cy 


ES F 


_ CT era 4. 
a Catholicke faith, w 

-artps be feta arp 
Hhmmnioation of the minde, whereby aſſent is 
giuen to the word of. God that it is truc; and 
more ſpecially that Tcfus is Chriſt, that is, an 
all-ſufficient Sauiour of mankinde.. All which 


hath a further reach, namely to in- 
royne men to bdecue that the promiſe of 
faluation is not ondy true in it ſafe, bur al- 


are, as-it were a vilible Goſpd, in which 
Chiiſt with all his:bencfirs is offered and ap- 
plied ro the parncular of men : ro 
this ende,no doubt, that they might belecue the 
| of thepromic in themſclues. 
Sccondly , welearne thatit is not preſump- 
tion ſor any man to belceue the remiſion 
of his owne ſnnes: for to doe the will of God 
to which we are bound, is not to preſutne: 
now it is the will of God to which he hath 
C 2 bound 
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bound vs in conſcicace,to belceue the renufgion 
cfourovineinns: andtherefeceratheracres 
docitis diſobedicnce.. © 
added 


Tai 
ber veich care, the foundation of the watalkble 
certentie ofmans (algarion. Forifman be bound 


in coalgence firft to giuc afſene rorhe Gobped 
and ſccondly to «to himſcife by'True 
faith, then withont doubr a man by faxh may 
ro rn berforaded:dfthis owne Birtviow 
and war reno. 
in 
being in hs al he Uepabupolile, Fr 
gelicall. Lrgall ſhew vseurdiſcale, burgiuevs 
no remedie: and theperieAdoing Comes. 


EC EE iT 

on rr 4p age — 

impoſgble in 

tory a _— rs 
can be performed _ 

toon ofthe Lamgiur in he ke be 

caule with the commandement is joyned'the 


| inward operation of the ſpirit, toinable vsto 


cf rhe dutic : andthe will of. 

God is not to requi abſolute perfeftion at 

chk be ide detain 

ther to qualific the rigour of the law by theſa- 
| t 


on 


- wy - " = 
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radſon of ame nour fea andof 


(we beenng in Chrilt) roaccept the 
and jadeauour for the deede; as the w 
pent, and the will-t9 bdecue, for 
br TT or 
jn-the G 
pokible, then far a man to haue an vohallible 
cexieeine of bit 0wiac falzation, ma bothording- 
ry 6c pot ann 
. Lally , allfach perſdnsas acecroudled with 


tOTe- 


God fercie, are; tO | © p07 pear” are 
God by lis word bindes them incouſcience to 
þelecticthe pardon oftheir owne lirives be they 
newer ſogrieuousor many, andtobdetuc their 
owubletioniolakation whercotthey doubr, 
Mendbat are nach haue carctoaucnd rob- 


.Khus op 
encougovr conticnce bing bog again 


Theboode of otakience i is called Guiltimes. 
mr— nothing ds but a wot ke of the con- 
C3 ſcience, 


=: 
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ſcience, binding ouer atnanto a be- 

por————_ 
Thus much of the propet binder of thecon- 

fcience:now followsthei 

The improper binder is which hathno 

or vertue init ſelfe to binde conſcience: 
Lardothi itonely by vertue of Gods word or of 
ſome parc of it. It is threefold, Humane lawes, 
an Oath, a Promiſe, + - 

Touc 1-hamanc haves, the { int 
$2.07 be > be: ed 1s, In what or 
binding. binde. That this may in part becteared, I 

ſtandea while ro cxamine'arid confute the opi- 
nion rhatthe v cry pillers of thepopiſh Church 
at this day xlerr 4mm ,that C-vill awd 
Eccleſiatticall Iuri ſdittion 4 coattroe 
povver in the conſcience , and that the lavies 
made thereby dpe 45 truly and(properly binah (4s 
they fpedke;)to mortal and'venialſinne, a3 Gods 
law it ſelfe. The arguments which they con 
monly vſc;are theſe. 

_ PS. | 
> Imperis. pre not aut hor if id | 

A eefor Tadge, ſoall ders: and this ſhalt rake | 
away exill m— Iſf _ Here (lay they )the pre. 
Ow of the high prielt arc */mperia,not 
our nr LANE AER ndtheybinde ii cbn- 
—— ſcience; oherwiſe the eranſgreſſours theres? 
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of Conſcience. 39 


ſhould not haue bio puniſhed (o feuerely. An/#. 
The intent of this law ( asa verychild may per- + 
cciue)isto cſtabliſh the authoritic and right of 
che higheſt appeales for all matters of contro- 
verlic in the Synedrjwm or great court atTcruſa. 
lem. Therefore the words allcadged doc not 
giue vntothe prieſt a (overaigne power of ma- 
king lawcs, but a power of giuing iudgement 
of controuerſies, and that according tolawes 
alrcadic made by ro _ : from which 
wdgementthere mi no appeale. Nowe 
this power of dabrecoratinie 

cience, but the outward man to maintaine 
order and peace. For what reaſon is there 
that that ſentence which might be either again- 
faying of Gods law, or amſtaking of it, ſhould 
binde the conſcience to afinne. Againe,not e- 
wery one that refuſed to ſubic themlelues ro 
the (cacence of this court , were ſtraightway 
guiltic of (inne ( for this did Icremicthe Pro- ler.as 
phet, and Chriſt our Saviour, when they were **"? 5 
condemned for Hes om ) but he thar 

. preſumptuoully deſpiſed the ſentence, and 
conſequent the authoritic it ſelfe , which 7 
the ordinance ofGod, was guultic. Laſtly, the (c- 
weritic of the puniftuncat , which is temporal 
death, doth not argue any power inthe 1ndge 
. of binding conſcience: this they might have 
| C4 learned 


| 
| 
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 115.devita . earned of their owne Detfov Ger ſow, who hol- 
- wu {e044 gethy that they(that binde any man tomorall 
« fione;, muſt be able co puniſh him with auſwea- 
rable purnſhrant which is et&rhall death. - - 
- - Argut's Math 16-bit fGener yebabbind 

Open eardb: vfoull be. brandin lieancn. Hereto 
bmde,s romnatelaweseeNrtining conlcienge 
'accordwr, to'Matth. 22.9%, They binde heagic 
buvaens, awd lay "'theis 08” mens: ſrowhidys. 

An ſuver;' The: wer IIEY 

and fooling, is" not - - to any crea 

2karv; bovigplopet to Chrift, who kaththe 

: of Grady aid help, he-opeucth atid no 

tran ſhawerh; -ho Thuetath -36d-10-man ope- 
neth, Revi3 » Asforthe the bowetefthe Chateh 

' iris nothiog bota rnicſteriecotifernice where- 
by mey and projxetiaee- thar Chriſt | 
" bindeth or looferh. Againe; this bindmg RRands = 
not if'the paAver of making ſaves, bitiy e- 

«. mitting and retaining of -#iars {inves ; a5 the 
| words going before dedkite, v: 18.4f thybre- 
ther ſinxe againſt thet; 7. arid Ohtiſtfhew- 

ed\ hu; ownemeaning, WHIHeRith, WHiſe | 
[mes re remit they are-yewnrrped endif | 
runes we retaine they in 2, 
m_— before in the perſ6ty & Percr procifi- 
<d thorn this honovr, fathisforme obwyre, 
Mat h. 16.1 vvillgiue vntethee the keyes of the 
king- 


_ 
TS 


ns drop bind: 

—— dowee of be anew, ſh 

f nvc.unt grey er; up aphne; rarer 

j- AT 7 Di- 
incs, Auguſt. Pſaltor.ſcr.2. Renee ſoiom of ſurne 

of | Ginh hel oof therefore by the lawofcon- 


0 rrarics, binding is to hold ſinne wpardoned. 
c Hilar. ypon Math, cap. 18. hore they binde on 
ic earth, that is (Gith he)leaue wntied of the knots Res 
; of their ſames. Lumberd the popiſh maſter {44.4 
4 of ſemences, — faith he, bb gd, 
- to prieſts power of binding andloofng that 15.9 
c af txaars fr oe banter fo looſed. 
0 Againe both Origen, * Auguſtine, and* Theo- * on Mart. 
phnla@ arrribute he power of binding to all 'P*" 
h Perf and therefore they for their partes 
| never dreatndd/'that the power of 
ſt | thould bean/amhoritytomakehawes., Laſtly, 
= 4 bon ns 23-4. Overrurnes the 
- forthere rhe Seri To Pttariſes are condem- 
c ooddecae ran mens ſhoulders the 
» burdens of their ac_ meanes of Gods 
j- worthip andchingsbinding conſtience. 
| Arg. 3. Atty. > ſcenes good vnto vs the 
Holy , bolgy mo more burden on you then I 
=P weceſſery , thatee « —_— 
offered to i frond blood, andathat which 
i firangled, end fornication Here fay they, the 
Apoſtics by theinſtin&t of the holy ghoſt make 


ancw 
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ancwlawenot for this orthatrelpeR, bur ling- 
ply to binde goplciences of che Gentils that they 
might be cxerciſedin obedience. And this s 
prooucd becauſe the Apoſtles call this lawe a 
burden, and call the thingspreſeribed neceſſary, 
and 5. Luke tearmes them,the commandements 
of the Apoſtles: and Chryloſtomgealls the Epi- 
Mle ſeat ro the Church, Imperiams, that is,, a 
lordly charge. Tothis they adde, thexeldion- | 
' nicsof Tercullian, Origen, Ayguſtine. Avfw, | 
Though all begramed that the law isa burden | 
umpolcd aprerept of che Apolttles, a charge, a- | 
%- gainethatthingsrequired theremare neceſlary: 


z- yerwillitnotfollow by good confhquen 7 "RE 

( = lawe (imply bindes cb ba | 

was giuzn with a reſcruation of Choſtian li- 

bertie, ſo asout of the caſe ofſcandall, thatis, if 

no offence were giuen to the weake Iewes, is 

might freely be omitted. And that will appeare 

by theſe I of " Peter w_ —_ 
atempting of God,to impoſe upon t 

the a of lIewiſh — hee therefore 

muſt nceds be goatrary to himſclfe ifhe unend 

to binde mens yearn ro amr pes from 

renal cheeccpree 

not by the ancieaclaw.of Moſes, but by anew 

Ecdelaſtcallor Apoſtolical authority. I an- 


fwer 
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of Conſcience. 43 
fwer againe, that a Moſaicall ceremony is till 
the (amething thoughit be ſtabliſhed by anew 
authority. And wheras Chriſt by his death pur 


-anendtothe ceremonial lawe, itis ablurde to 
thinke that the Apoſtles by their authority re- 


vived ſome partofit againe, and bound mens 
conſciences therro. Secondly the Church ofgod 


mall places ſufferedthiscomandement toceale, 
which the faithfidl (eruants of God would neuer + 


kane done , it they hadbin perfwaded that this 
law had boundiconſcience ſimply. Itis anſwe- 
red, that this layv ceaſed not becaule the giuing 
ot offence untothe Tevves ceafed, but becauſe x 
ceaſed yniuerſally:yea but ir could not haue cow 


ſed umvertally, it it had bound conſcience fins- 
ply , ſpecially conſidering it was propounded *' 


to the Chutch'without any mention or limi- 


ration of time. Thitdly Paul was preſent inthis | 


counſell and knewe the intent of thus lawe very 
well, & therefore no doubt he did not inany of 
his Epiſtles gainfay the ſame. This being graun- 
ted,ir can tiot be, thatthis law ſhould bind con- 
{cienceou ofthe cafe of offence. For he reach- 
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ettiche Corinthians thatthings offeredtoidals 1.Cor 5. 


may be emen ſo be ie the weakewbrocher benar 


offended. Here itis anſwered that when Paal 
: writ his fiſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, this c6- 
 mandement. of the Apoſtles touchiog things 

| Frangled : 


d & Nopdr ma vorcoms ue 

WwW A oumanahey 

axle bennfrond. why Pridn hes | 

ddiueric, & why he ddivereths doftrinecog- | 

trafy to that which be had decreed ac Hicrty- | 

compre Oc Cotati 

ſolutdy abltane things ofibred to Idols. 
ati As for theteltimonies of the fachers they aro 
206% buſed. Indood Tarullian reg 
_—_— 


I ofthe worlde :which concar if 
thePapilts hold nos, what mranethey tobuild 
— ypon him. Ocigenſaith, that this law ws v 
| neceſlary in his daies; and n@. mana, ForbyP 
; dolichytcs heundetfands not things that 
eectiretaidek ry tw x 
, topriuat houſcsortothe marker az other com- 
z, mon meatcs, but he uaderſtands thivgs thar re- 
maine conſecrated to idols , & areno where els | 
ledbrtioch:irticmpls, which wegrans wich 
; kimmuitfoccucrbe avoided as meancs atd .in- 
ftnnneng of Idolatry, heras the law of the &- 
kxonly ofthe firit kind. As for thi 
ſtrangled —_ ru — be 
druils fo9d: : andforthis cauſe hee gy_ 


ſkinence 
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{aith,that it tsa good 1 

ofteredto idols, though | hae it 

Tor hee reign hes 
which ore yer in 

_ Mot, 2rdnot of 


Se tothe doftrine whichthey had re- 
ceived from Chriſt. Andthis aQtion of feeding 
3 aſcribed to all Chriſtians Reyelat.3.27. who 
cannot therupon chalenge a power of making 
m_ odecati_g 
rgum.$. Toh. 20. As my father ſent me, fol 
pro ow :but Chriſt was ſcntof hisfather not 
only with powet of preaching and mini 
the ſacraments, but alſo with authority of com- 
manding andgming i Anfs. It this 
kind of reaſoning may ſtand, all the A 
(hall be made redecmers; for they were all ſent 
as Chriſt was: and hee was ſent not onely to 
preach the redemption of wankind, buralſoto 
ceR and workethe ſame. It this be abſurde, 
then 
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then it isa flat abuſwg of ſcripture 5 
— of Chrilt, chat the had po- 

conſcience becauſe he had ſo. I 
_— there is al@mnilitude or analo- 


ran Chriſt adhis Apo 


= 
was ordained to —_— 
ſo were the AG i wascalled of his 


father immcdiatly, and ſo were they of Chriſt: 
Chriſt was ſent to the whol worlde, 8 ſo were 
they: Chriſt received all powerin heaven and 
earth asbecing necallary for a mcdiatour; and 
they recciued anextraordinary authority from 
him with hich aplemifullmealare of the iti 
as was necellary for the Apoſtolicall futon. 
Chrilt was ſent cucnas he' was man to 

be atcacher ofthe Icwes: & therfore he is cal- 
—— ſo 
ITY wee 9 Gen- 

isthe compariſon to beenlarged, 
6: no ſurther, And that no man might imagine 
that ſorne parte of this reſernblance ſtands m a 
power of binding conſcience, Chriſt hath pur 
ha mm) 19670 he ſaith,Goe teach all 
themtoobleruealthingstbes 

Iheve commanded you 


.Romaz, ho er refit 
Shih mnifecſ : and they rior. 


_ | | | 
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of Con ſcience. 47 


/f pallrecerve to them ſelues indgement and, ye 


be ſubiett not one ly for wrath, but alſo for 
w/e ſake. Anſw. Magiſtracic indeed isan 
xc ofGodto which we owe ſubicis, 
ako farre ſubieQion is due there isthe que- 
ſiis:For body & goods & outward coverſatien 
I grant all: but a fubicion of colcience to mans 
laws, I deny. And betweene thele two there 
(5agreacdifferncaro be ſubicfto axhority in 
emer cds be lubieRt toir for com ſcience ;as 
wil be manifeſt ifwedo but conſider the phraſe 


for the avoiding of inve, & ſo by colequen for 
auoiding a breach in coſciece. Now this breach 
tsnot properly made becauſe mans law is negje- 
Qed, bur becauſe Gods law is broken which or- 
daincth magjſtracie, & withall binds mens con- 
ſciences to obey their lawfull commandements. 
Andhbe danation that is due unto men for reli- 
I= C— comes not by the 


ates commandernet, bur 

——. of God whichap- 
&1bciramhority. To this 

_ ) Ns 


Thertfore m__ 
Arg.7.1-Cor.4 # hat willjon that [come urto 
5 you 


48 ATrediſe , 
you with arod, or in the (hirit of mecknes? Nave 
this rod is a iudicial power ſhing ſinners. 
Anſw. For the regiment & protoftion of Gods 
Chucch. There be 2. rods manoned in ſcripture : 
ther-d of Chriſt,z che Apoſtolicall rodd. The 
rodof Chriſt istermeda rod of iron or the rod 
ofhis mouth,8 it fignifics that ablokne 8 ſouc- 
raigne power which Chriſt hath ourr his cree- 
tures wherby he is able to courrr 8 ſaue them, 
orto forlake and d:{troy them. Anditiss pe- 
culiar priuikedge of this rodde to fmite and 
wound the conſcience. The Apoſtolicall rodde 
was a certain? extraordinary power where- 
by God inabled them to plague and puniſh. 
rebellious offenders with grieuous iudgemems 
not in their ſoules but in their bodies alone. 
With this rod Paul (more Elimas blind, 8 Peter 
{mote Ananias and Saphira with bodily death. 
And it may be that Paull by this power did gue 
up the inceſtuous manwhen he was excommu- 
nicate ,tobe vexed in his body and tormented 
by the devil: but that by this rodde the Apoſtles 
could (mite conſcience, it can not be prooued. | 
Arg.8. 1. Tim.3. Paul made a law thatnone 
having rwo wiues ſhould be ordained a Biſhop: 
now this law is poſitiue and Eccleſiaſtical and 
bindes conſcience. An/w. Paulisnot the ma- 


ker of this law,but God himſelte,who Nuns 
t | 


| 
EE 
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that in mariage notthree buerwoalone ſhould 

be one ficth : and that they which ſerue at the 

alcar of the Lord, ſhould be holy. Andtograunt 

chat this law were anew law belide the written 

* wordofGod, yerdocthirnot follow that Paul 

was the maker of it: becauſc he uſed not rode- 

liuer.any doftine to the Chugches bar that 
which he recciucd of the Lord, 

Argum. 9. Luc. 10. He which hearth you, 
heareth me. An/w. Theſe wordes properly 
concerne the Apoſtles, anddoce not in like ma- 
ner belong to paſtors & teachers of the Church. 
And the end of theſe wordes is not to confirme 
any Apoſtolicall authority in making lawcs to 
the conſcience; but to (1gnific the priviledge 
which hee had vouchſafed them aboue all 0- 
thers, that he would ſo farre forth algſt them 
with his ſpinte, that they ſhould not erre or be 
decciucd in teaching & publiſhing the dotrine 
of faluation, though otherwiſe they were ſin- 
full men: according to Math. 10. /t is not you 
thas ſpeake , but the ſpirite of my father which 
ſpeaketh in you. And thepromiſeto beledinco 
all truth was dirctted vato - 2s "TRIP 

Arg. 10. 1. Cor. n. Iprai/e you that yee kee 
my ———_—— ddetuored Ku 
thing of hisowne concerning the ſubſtance of 
the Jarine of ſaluation & the worſhip of = 

Di ut 
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but that which he received from Chriſt ; the 
preceptshere ment are nothing elſe but rules of 
decencie & comely order in the congregation: 
andthoughthey wereto be obeyed, yer Pauls 
ing was not to binde any mans conſcience 
therewith.For of greater matters he faith, This 
I ſþcake for your commoditic ana not to intangle 
yourn 4 ſnare,n.Cor.7.35. 

Arg.1t.Councels of ancient fathers when they 
commad or forbid any thing,doit with threat- 
ning ofacurſetothcoffenders. AuſThechurch 
in former time uſed to annexe vnto hir Canons - | 
thecurle anathema, becauſe things decreed by 
them were indeed, or at theleaſt htto be 
the will and word of God:andthey bad reſpet — | 
to the ſaying of Paul, If any teach orlterwiſeo | 
chough he be anangdl from heauen, lerhim be 
accurſed. Therfore councels in this ation were 
no more but inſtruments of God to accurie 
thoſe,whome he firſt of all had accurſed. 

Arg.12.An aft indifferent if it be commanded 
is made neceſary: 8 the keeping ofitisthe pra- 

Qile of verrue, OY w bindes con- 
ſence to a ſine. A»/{ Anaftinitſelfe indiffe- 
rent being 5ded by manslaw isnot made | 
ſmply neceſlary,for that is as muchas godslaw 
Joth or can doe but only in ſome parr,that isſo 
far forth as the ſaid att or aftiontendsto mairt- 

l taine 
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taine and preſerue the good end for which the 
law is made. And though the ation be inthis 
regard neeeſhry, yerdoth ir ſtill remaine indif- 
ferent as it is conſidered in it ſelte out ofthe ende 
ere 
comely order may be maintained & all offence 
auoided by any other nicancs, the at may be 
doneor not done without ſinne before God. 
For whereas God himſelfe hath giuen liberry 
& freedome inthe uſe of things indrens, the 
hw of mandocth not take away the ſame bur 
ondy modcrate and order it for the common 
Arg. 13. Thefaft of Lent ſtands by alawe and 
commandement of men: and this lawe bindes 
conſcience : fortheancient fathers haue 
calcd ita Tradition Apoſtolicall,and make the 
of itto be necaſfary, andthe not kee- 

ping of ita finne, and puniſh the offenders with 
excommunication. Azſwer. Itisplaineto him 
that will not be obſtinate, that Lent faft was 
= _— in the Primitge Church, 
was at mens pleaſures & 1n ſeur- 
rall Churches Far pn of ſpace 
of rirne, as alſo in reſpeRt of diveriity of meats. 


Iregcusio his cpifile roViftor ated by Euſcvius E*#.1.5. 


faith, Some have thought that they muſt faſt one **© 
ay, ſome two dais, ſome more, ſome 4.0. _ 


pg 
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dey andnight, which drverſitic of faſting com: 
Cee BT. wenacth rhe vnitie of faith. Spiridzon cons 
= 

to ,and this he did upon 
Tow I Wn anarr Err yang 4s" 
Taſcb.1h,s, attothe deanall things were deane. And Eu- 
cars,  ſebiusrecordesthat Montanus the bercuke was 
the ficſt that preſcribed ſolemne and ſer lawes 
of faſting. And whereas this faſt is called an A- 
poſtolicalltraditionitisno great marter, for it 
was the manner of the ancient Church in for- 
res aan ran y-ray 

eallnot (ct in ſcriptures A | 
Hieron, ex, orders, that by this meancs they might com- 
118.44 Lac. mend themtothe people: as Ieromereſtifierh, 
fvery province (laith he) may thinke the conſts- 
tations of the anceſtours to be Apoſtolicall lawes. 
Ser.de Tem, And whereas itis ſaid to be afinnenotto faſtin 
63, Lent (as Auguſtine ſpeaketh)it is not by reaſon 
of ary commandement binding conſcience, for 
ey Augulice Gi party thatocxber Obei nor 
his Apoſtles appointed any ſertime of faſting: 
Chryſeft. on & Chryſoſtome,that Chriſt never commanded 

Aat.bem. ys to follow his faſt : butthetrue reaſon hereof 
= is borrowed from the cnde.” For the Primitive 
| Church vſed not the popiſh faſt, which is to cat 
whitmeate alone, but an abſtinence from all 
meates yſed ſpecially to mornfic the fleſhand 
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of Conſcience. (3 
to men before-hand toa worthy recei- 
ving of the Euchariſt. And inregarde of this 

ende wasthe offence. And whercas it is 

id, that auncient fathers taughta necelsitic of 
this faſt, cucn Hierome whome they 

eto this purpoſe aiththe . For 
confuring the errour of Montanus who had 
his ſertimesof faſt ro be kept of necelgiry, hee 


faith, we faft in Lext according to the Apoſtes ;y,,,. 1m, 


fradition 45 in 4 Fire meeete for vs: andwce 

"is mot 45 though it were not lanfull for vio faft 

in the reit of the yeere except Pemticoft: but it is 

one thing to dee a thing of neceſsitie , andans- 

thing tooffer a gift of free-wvill. Laſtly,cxcom. 

munication wasfor the open contempt of this 
order taken vp inthe Church, which was, that 

men ſhould faſt before Eaſter for their further 

humuliation & onto the facrament. So 


the 2.9, can ofthe councill of Gangresmult be C anger” 


underſtood. As for the Canons of the 
(fo falfely called )and the$. council of Toledo, 


which he uſcth ouer all hiscreatures: ſecondly, 
D 3 for 


oJ 
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for thar kmiced power which he 
ER 


namely that Mayytirites 


, Gods atahoriry! Ty vos wr . 
falleforthe ſoucraigne power BS1ncom- 
EEE 


| ty of the fa- 
Re  rhobdds the (er- 
aedeagal 


RY 


rears 


it vill appeare char neceſſary obedience is robe 

Fo ber hateaconlniaing pore 

Etion: power 

to bind conſcience aspr properly asgodslawsdo, | 
\ itisnot yet canitbe as I will 
inake by other arguments. 

Arg.1. He tharmakes low blading confctc 
to morcal ſine, hath power,ifnottofaueyerto _| 
deſtroy: becauſeby fin,which follows uponthe {| 
cranſgreſsi6 of his law comesdeath Scdinaion 
But God is the only larvgiuer thar harhthuspri- 
ulledgewhichis after hath giue his Lav, vpo 
the breaking or keeping thereof, to dndeds 
ſtroy.Jam. 4.12.There 15 one /awginer that caw 
| ſautor wafny Therforc God alone makeslaws 


wndi ciliencs properly cop reanre hn 
n ehoriry makeslawes, 8 dothin ſuch manner 
laue & deſtroy that he need not frareto bede- 
tried of any:&thar he ſpeaksnot of ſecondary 
lawgiuersthatare of 
jnbinam: Ty agate gaber RE 
withtherext. ames ſpcakes ſimply with- 
que diſtiniolimitario,or io:& the cle 
his reaſon is this. No maar mult ſlander his 
\ becauſe no man mult be iudge of the = 
: 8 no mancanbe.iudge ofthe law,becaule 
no mancan be a law-gitr to faucand deſtroy, 
Now then wherebe thoſe perſons that ſhall 
make awestothe ſoules ofmen, & binde them 
pato puny of morrall finne; 
God alone is the ſauing & deſtroying lawgiuer. 
| Lo ns mow 
) ——_— elcribe rules 
of Gods 
is 


p: becauſeto bindthe conſci&ce 
nothing cls bur to cauſe it to excule for things 
thatare well done, and therefore trucly rw 
God;& to accuſe for ſinne wherby god 1s diſho- 
nourcd: but no mancan preſcribe rules of gods 
worſhip ; & humane lawesas they are humane 
laws, appoint not the ſeruice of God. Elai. 2.9.13. 
Their fear tow ar ds me was taught by the preceps 
of me Mar.15.9.they worſhip me inva'n teacheets 


«na , 
abiFrines which are the commundements of we. 
Papiſts here make anſwer that by lawes ofmen 
bs 1 wy ne 0 
or unproficable bei without the aucho- 

riry of Godor inſtinct of his ſpirit. Iris true in- 
deed that theſe commandements of men were 
unlawfull : but the cauſe muſt be conſidered: 
they wereunlawiull not becauſe they comman- 
ded that which wasunlawhiul & againſt the will 
ag 999 vr A 5 
Matt.s were commanded as patts worſhip. (+ 
ag an or, dar 
waſh hads before meat; arc things in reſpeR of 

civill uſe very lawfull Je yerarecheſe blamed by | 
Chriſt &no other reaſon ci be rendred bur this, 
that they were preſcribed not as thingy indiffe. 
rent or cial , but as matters pertaining to Gods 
worſhip. It is ot againſt Gods worde in ſome 
politike regardsto make diſtinftions of meaes, 
& drinks,8 times: yet Paul calls theſe things ab- 
trines of dewils becauſe they were commaded 
asthings wherein God would be worſhipped: 
Arg.3.God hath ginen aliberty tothe conſet- 
ence whereby itis freed fro all lawes of his own 
whatſocucr, excepting, ſuch lawes 8 doctrines 
azarenec*{aryto ſalvation. Col. £.10. If yee be 
dead with Chriſt,ve ave free fro the elemersof the 
world. Gal.q.1. Stanaye inthe liberty — 
Chriff 
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WIR. ber = 
, £84 be not 28 a5ne int ang- 
lkedwith the yoke Nowe:if humane 
lawes made after thegraunt of this libertie, bind 
conlcience pr ,then mult they cicher rake 
away the focclaid hbertic; or dirpiniſh the ſame; 
On 
ted by an hi ry,namcly God hi 

authoriticofany man. It is anſwered, thatthis 
freedome is onely from the bondage of ſmne, 
fromthe curſe ofthe morall law,from the cere- 
moniall and iudiciall lawes of Moſes, andnor 
fromrhe lawes of our ſuperiours. And Tanſwer 
againe,that it is abfurd to thinke that God giues 
vs libernie in conſcience from any of hisowne 
hws,and yet will hauc our conſciences ſtil to re- 
ncirin Ghicliied on tothe [aws offinnefull men. 
' ey. 4 Whoſocnerbindes conſcience,com.- 
maurids conſcience. For the bonde ts made by a 
conimidement vrging conſcienceto do hisdn- 
tie, which is ro accuſe or excuſe for emf or well 
doing. Now Gods laws commannd conſcience 
ina$much as they are ſpiritual, commaunding 
bodie and ſpirit, with all thethoughts, vill, affe> 
Qiong, deſires, and faculties, and requiring obe. 
denceof themall accyrding to thejt kinde. As 
forthe laws ofmen,they want powerto com- 
mannd conſcience. Indeede if it were polcible 


for 


., ATreatiſe . 
far our goucrnours by law to command meng 
thoughts and affCtions, then alſo 
commandcoſcience: but the firſt isnot pobible, 
for their lawcs can reach no further then tothe 
ougward man,thatis, tobodic and goods, with 
the [peaches anddecdes thi the cnde of 
chem all:is nor to maintaine_ſpirituall peace of 
conſcience, which is berwcene manandGod, 
but onelythat exteruall nd auill peace whichis 
berweene man and man. Andit were not meene 
that mcn ſhould commaund conſcience, which 
cannot {ce conſcience and iudge of all her ati- 
ons, which, appearc not outwardly and wherc- 
rim >, Jay pr cp God and drbecon- 
ſciencc YEN ate NO ATT CON» 
anion pleontccncy ocutetiaygerno lent 
= M ane ſubicRt 
Argwn. 5, Mcnin WCGS arc 
— and crrout ; and therefore when 
they haue made alaw(asneareas polgible they 
to the cquitic of Geds law, 
can they not aſſure theralchyrs and okenks 


hauc failed in no .Qr cir 


oe ww ££K 


ws &@ HS» 25 {F. wo 
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ſcicace, as Gods lawes pager arctherule 
of cighnogian ay I 


of Conſerence. Mi 

their daily experience {ce and acknows 

ow thisto be true which I ay,(by reaſon thar 
to — are conſtrained to _ 


binde the ſuperioureaowreche courtsof mem 
and their authoritic are ynder conſcience. For, 
God in the heart of euery man hath croftad 
atribunall ſcare, al n Is ſead/hc hathplaced 


«2 * cy 


60 ATreatiſe | 
who therefore is the higheſt wudpe tha is or 
can be vnder Gods by crebag cook allo 
Thus much ofthe popiſh opinion: by which ir 
that one of theprincipall notcs of An- 
chriſt, aprecs firly tothe Pope of Rome. Paul, 
a. Theſk 2.makes it a ſpeciall propertie of Anti- 
chriſtto'cxal himſelfe again(t or abouealithar 
iscalled God, or worſhipped. Now whiatdoch 
the Pope els, when he takes vpen him amhori- 
RE 
cnce, as ? 
whatdoth he cls, whep he aſcribes to himſelfe 
power to free menscoalciences fromthe bond 
offuchlawes of wma * as 
may APPcAre in acancn rent: 
the _— theſe, If O——_— 
Saſl24.048. e038} col angamiticuhich expreſſed mm 
> porn = anely hinder nutr imonze to be 
made,and bregke —_— andthat the 
Church cannot difjenſe with ſome of thens, or 
apporme that more hinder or breake 


—<— —_ >. a 
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of Conſcience, 61 

peand Church of Rome doe fit as lords, or 
muon 

This willyer more ſully appeareto any man, if 
we read popiſh bookes of pratticalorCeſe-ar- 
vimitie, in which the common mani is, to 
binde conſcience where God looſerh 1t, ard to 
looſe where he bindes; but a declaration of this, 

ires long time. 

Now I come (asnearte as pokit ly Iezn) to 
ſer downe the true manner, how mens lawes 
are by Diuines and maybe ſaid to binde conſci- 
ence. That thism ya IT muſt 


be handled , By , and 
How farre forth. 
T the meanes, Iferdownethisrule. 


5 indef- 
_ 


ww bole ſome lawes of men, maat of thi 
ferent, binde conſcience by verine 
rallcommanndement of God, ordameth 
the _— authoritie : - —_— 
pallwitt wi , with a dſloyal 
either bk, , levves, irgmiltic of 
finne before God, 
By whole ſorne [awes, 1 vnderſtand ſuch poſi 
tive conſtitutions, asare not againſt the law of 
God, and withall tend to -— — nn I 
ablecſtae and common 
Furthermore I ice ſr 


OY tonotethe peculiar matter wheres = 


forbidden by Gods; : +, p31 NT 3 "£400 
. Now ſach kinde of lawes have no verze or 
/ 40 incconſci 


Ifthecale flour otherwiſe, ascommonlyi 
dochghatbumanelawsbenotinaftedof things 
indifferent, but of thi thatbe inthe» 
ſclueschat by God,then are they 


not becauſe they were inated by men, bur be- 


cauſe 


OT 
cauſethey were firft made by God: men beting 
od tnore bur inſtruments and minifters in hes 


& venue. Ofthis kind are all po{xi | 
ching articles of faith,8 the quries ofthe morall 
law.And the man that breakes ſuch lawes fnnes 
two wais, firſt becauſe he breaks that which & 
ermmea wo ny br e 
S IAW 

the generall commandement of God touching 

if it hall all out that mens lawes be made 
of things that are cuill and forbidden by God, 
then is there no bonde of conſcience atakk bur 
contrariwilc, menare bound in conſcience not 


mandement vnto them to fall downe and wot- 


| in that manslaw binds 
— IT 
w alone hath this priuikedge, that the breach 
of it ſhould be a ſinne. S. Iohn ſairh 1. epiſt. 3. 
Sinne is the anomit,or, tran ſeve 116 of the law, 


64 ATreatiſe ' 
adulteric and murder had offended many men, 
- &rthatmany waies,hefaith Plal.5r. againſt thee, 
againſt thee have Iſamed. And Auguſtine defi- 
ned{inneto be ſomething (aid, done, or deſired 
= thelaw of God. man may ſay, if 
is be ſo,belike then we may breake mens laws 
withour(ſinne. I anſwer, thatmeninbreaki 
humane lawes,both may and doe finne; bur 
votſimply , becauſe they breake them, but 
cauſc in breaking them, they doe allo breake 
the law of God. The breach of alaw muſt be 
conſidered rwo waics. Firſt as it isatreſpaſke, 
hinderance, iniuric, damage, and in this reſpeR 
itis committed againſt mens lawes: 
thebreachot a law muſt be conſidered as itis 
lame, ando it isonely againſt Gods law. 

The ſecond point, namely How farreforth 
mens lawes binde conſcience, I cxplane on this 
Manner. ava panes v9 
candoc, to binde conſcience . 

1.2 fan rr 
t@ 


« OO — 


lutely.Therefore humanc laws 

bur ſo farre forth as they are Gods 
order,and hinder not the libertie of cooCicnce. 
The necefgticof the law ariſcth of the necelsitie 
ofthe goodend thercof. And astheend isgood 
and proficable more orleſle, ſo is the law i (elbe 
peecdaric mare or eſſe. 


of Con ſcience, 65 
Hence it followeth that a tnan tay doe a- 
ny thing beſiat humane /awes and conſtrunions 
withour breach of conſcience. For if he ſhall 0- 
mitthe doing of anylaw I. withouthindrance 
of the ende and particular confiderations, for 
which thelavw was made: IT. without oftence 
giuing as much asinhim lieth: ITT. withour 
c of him that made the laiv, he isnotto 
be accuſed of ſinve. Example. Intime ofwarre, 
the magiſtrate of a citiecommands thatnoman 
hal open the gues: theend is, thatrhe citic and 
every member thereof may be in ſaferie. Now 
ir fall out that certaine citizens bering vpon oc 
cafion without the citie, are purfired by the ene- 
mic andindamger oftheit lfes. Herwpon ſome 
man within openeth the gate ro'rektierhem. 
1on 1s, whether he hatieſmntd orno. 
And thetruth is, hehath tor: betavſe hedidinor 
hinder the ende of the law, burrather further 
i,and chat withour ſcandal comen,ot contempt 
tothe magiſtrate. * (9 
And this ſtandsebbytheeqpiticf Gods 
rord. God made ala, that tHe ptiefts ondly 
ſhould cate ofthe ſhewbread:now Dttuid being 


no prieſt, did vp ottalion eate of it 
— finne. Vhisbemi inGodshaw, then 
it may alſo be true in the lawes of min, that 


they may in ſome caſes be onfirted Wirhdr 
| E 1 ſinne 


_ wo] | s 


cm chis erg ( ira veanhes | 


| um adebega ſhe; 
pp mane ation berwarne 


and what is ro be ett vndane 
both civill OED 


fall ors, Scc. conclude, imioyne, 
gooey commadoor oncly AAS ptr At 


; but alſo things & aQtionsof great 

—_ tO MAINLINE COMINON PEACE, 
the very late of the common 

wealth. Now ſuch laws binde fo fare fortbghas 


be omitted withoutany 
ES yerthebreachoft 
Gouc 


Keerhjpcmmpl Albee 
in this 


roo 
ri; N W atteight of wit 
;scunningly onyaied abrgadinro the handsof 
men , avd ds pgt cfpicd. oe Rene 


the 
More one oa teypeebemr woken 


- 


of Conſcience. 67 
ferte giuen-to any-man , NOT open. cone 
ſhewed to the lawgiuer : and CE dhatien 
be hath ſinned, in that cloldy otherwiſe then 


ining to the foundatiog and good cſtare of 
the Church , 8 Al@'the — pF rm of 
God, are fer downe and commaunded in the 
writen word of God, and cannor be preſcri- 
bed'and concluded ogherwile by all rhe Chur- 
cheyinthe world Asfor the Creedes and Con- 
feGiongof particular Churches, they arc 1n ſub- 


ſtance wotd, angdrhey binde not in con- * 


ſcience by any power .the Church hath, bur be- 
caule they arc the word of God. | | 

The lawes then whiththe Ghurch in proper 
{peach is aide ;0make, are decregsoncerning 
outward order and comeliges in the admini- 
em gr \ 
the cogregation, Sc. & ſuc $made 
— tothe generall rules of Gods word, 
(which requires thatallthingsbe dontoedifica- 
ri6,in comelines, for m—_— of _— 

a 2 - 
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ceſlirie to'be obſerucd and the word of God 


contempt ſhewed to Eccleſiaſtical authoritic, 
there is no breach made in the conſcience? ind 
that appeares by the exariple before handled. 
The Apoſtles guided by the holy Ghoſt, taude a 


be obſcrued, namely that the Gengiles ſhould ab- | 


ſtaine from ſtrangled and blood and ii 

and yet Paul out of the caſe of (candall and eves- 

tempt, permits the Corinthnans rodoe oxher- 

wiſe, r. Cor. 8.8 9. which he would not lrave 
| done,iftp doe otherwiſe out of the caſe of ſear- 
| Againe, lawcs are cither mixt or meerely pe- 

nall. Mixt,are ſach lawes as are of weightie mat- 


ling to ſaffer the , yetthat willnot' 
| diſcharge 


1 


of Conſcience. - 69 
diſcharge his conſcience before God when he 
aff:nds.If aman coipmony withthis minde to 
be willing todic when he is conuited,, yerthar 
will him from aſfinncinthe ation, be- 
crſrvecplavehinties \- 09 HT AT IE 
rabcacing of puniſhmentsbutalſo to obedicnce 
of Ins bare commandement, it beeing lawtull 
though be ſhould ſerdowne no puiſhment. 

.. pA Jaw aveerely penal is that , which becing 
mails of cgacters of eſſe importance, and not vt- 
tered paccilely in commaunding tearmes, doeth 
| declarc and ſhewe what is tobe done, or 
womlly require Irs ſpthes wh whed 
tothepuniſhmcne,00 DANNat.NAa0y on 
Merch a erches 
Thigkind of law hinds dpccially tothe puniſh- 
ment, & thatin the ycry intent ofthe lawgiucr, 
and be that is rcadic ig omicringahe avs o pay 


the ne or punillme <4 x woomge. ah 
to thelolſe that comes by the neg)eR ofthe law. 
Thug we (cx hoy farre forth mens laws bind 
conſcience. The ic of this pointis this: I. hence 
wee learnc that the mmunitic of the Popiſh 
cleargie whereby they take chernſclues cxerop 
ted from civill courts and from civill authoritic 
in crimioall cauſes, hath no warrant: becauſe 
Gods commandcuents bindscucry man what- 
wh | E3 locucr 


o — — —— — 
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70 ATvatife * 
ſocuer tobe ſabic@totherragiſtr yo owe. 
Let enery ſoule be ſabtet? ts the bigher 

IT. Hence we fee allo, dew. dren 
thole art;that becing borne ſubie& ofthis and; 
yetchooſe rather to die thetito 

(as they ire Lomndinconkicnce dn Crete 
Maicficto befopreame ——_— 


dutics comigiſtracswehicher beſupetiour 
or inferiour :yca == to-Pay ares 
and ſubiticy, and all fuch lawfull charges weve 
d by them. Giae to Ceſar that whithyy 
Ceſars;;h'to Godthat which i3 Goeh. Remi. 13.5! 
Gine to all wen their autie : riders wobine 
tribute: to whore caſt ore. 28 
Now follews the Oath, which is cuheraſs 
" taticorpromiloric. Aſſerrorie: mar 
_— u a thing wasdone or tot done: 
by whicha man promiſcehto/t6e 
wi. indy Aers Otboth theſe I meat to 
ago of the ſecond. Andheretwy 
Kors. an becoſidered ahefirſtbywharmeans 
an oath bindcth, the ſecond when itbirideth. 
An oath bindeth by vertue offuch particu 
comandements as require the keepingofoathes 
lawtully caken.Num.30.3: #ho ſoewer frearend 
an ohh to binde his ſokle by a bond, be ſoallwes 


fro 


| Biſhops, have power to gi \ relaxations and **?* 

ions, not onely for oarhes vnlawfull 
from which the word of God doth lufficiently 
tree vs,choughthey ſbouldneuergiueablolutio) 
bat from atroe & wiulloath made wittiogly 
& willingly withouterrcur ordeccit ofathung, 
honeſt and poſsible : as when the Pope trees the | 
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ſablofts of yhis land, as occafionis offered, from 

their (worne allegiance and loyaltic to which # 
ebabnd; not onclyby the law of care, | 


Supremage; which nonqcycrdecmed vnlave» 
full but ſuch 2scarricrraycbrs hearts. Now this: 
. crromious/ div1nitic would cally berevoked, if 
men did brtcouſider the 1arreotan oath, ane 
part whereof is Invocation ; in which we pray? 
 vato God, firſtrbar —_— a wines 
vnto vs that weipeak purpalenat 
ro decciye:{robndly if we faile & break ourpro-. 
miſe,chat he. ' vsandiy 


— een 
of Con ſcience. 73 
the glory of God & thegoodofour neighbour. 

, O neftion. I. Wheticr doeth anoath binde 
|  conlcienceif bythekeepingofitthere followe 
| loſſes and hinderances? Anſw. Ifirbeofathing! 
that is lawfull ,and the domagesbe priuateto 

him that ſwearcth, then doth it bind coalcience. 
For Aman makesapurchaſc ot lande 
Nt the (ca de: his bargaine is coofirmed only by 
oath: andir fallcs out that beſorc he docerter 
| ſca breakes in and drownes a part 

of that purchaſe. Now he isin conlcienceto 
ſtand to his bargaine, becauſcthethingis law- 
full, &c the dornage is private, 8c great reuerence 
muſt be had of thename of God which hath 
bin uſed in the bargaine making: Dauid makes 
# the property ofa good nan, to fweare to brs 
ewpe binder ance and uot tochange, Plal1y v.4- 
Qnaeftien. 11, Whaher the oath whicha 
man hach ing induced thereto by fraud 
ile, docth bind conſcience. A#/w. It icbe 
ſtllofa thing lawfull, and bring nothing; bur 
private lolſes, icisto be kept. VV henihe Gabe: 
aciteshad by afraud brought Joluato make a 
league withthem, and to bude je wthan oath, 
hec and the princes of the anſwer them 
thers, ce heave ſworne unter the Lorde 
Godof 1/rae!, now therefere wee may not zonch 
ther, Iof. 9.19. And 300. yeres I 
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Dn i 
Eo eye ic 


and was nor ſtaied 
| i 


family fora ompilererin) 
a Samaty, 7; 1. v4 KL 
Hl. Whether an oath ——_ 


ha ten ary v0 


ddliver yrto him ſorne moay avode 
100 or 200 crownes for the ing of lis 
life. W dll, rhe oath is taken,and the queſtio 


s, 
whethcrir bind him urnotto n bis 
+2 ni Anaeemaybethie oe? proline 
$-- _ umcsthinkeir doch bind: ſame againe thinks 
gg =. ro: bucI rake ir the feſt courſe wo bolde the 
_ _ OY Cn 
6 ſeemesto bind.and is to be perfourmed: neither 
Fal15.  isiragainſtthe good of the comon-weakh (tos 
theni were but it is rather a furthe- 
ranceinthat a mzmber therof is preſerued: and 
thelofles which follow arc only priuateto the 
mrian, rather ro be endured then the lolle of lifes 
Yertharatemedy may be had ofthis prjuate in» 
ury, 6ccharapublike milchicke may be preuen» 
red, the party iscoreucaethe marrer cothe ma} 
giltrate, whoſe office ic isto puniſh robbersand 
wotder all things according to cquity for the 


' 


= 
ee, I cenot may be kepy, 
crtpadedetimerhercocingwilleiethere 
burk priutte-domnage to himſelf For otherwiſe 
feemcs to be a ſecrete conſen- 
rothergbbet,8: an occaſion that others fall 
into the and hazardot their lives. 
Re pg ores 19 re 
re pro: Foratteporr of nan 
the of bu 
which it bath is 
wheitis againſt e—ptr —m—_—_ 
nts Atiroenclected icgheres 
oth muſtnot bea bondeotiniquity. Hercupen 
Danidwhenhchadmadear oth to kill Na- 
bal 3 hit honſhold, reioyced when he hadan 
occafion offered by bobtakthefanes: 
Sand. 25.52'And4though heſwaretoShemi,thar 
. he woold fave his life, 2. Sart49. 23. yer after» 
ward upon better con[iderarion(avit may ſeem) 
he commauded his ſon Salormen topur himto 
_ yeni "——_ oc deſerued the + 
was far deceived, 
ag vn his othto gias jus 
Baptiſtsheadina plarrer. 
A yo IE Hikbeapinlthe good adwhole 
ſome lawes of any ki -Or. countrey'; 
whereqgt amanisam itbindcsnot ar all: 


i= ITY 
76 ATreatiſe ' | 
becauſc on the comrary Godscommandemene 
bindcs vsto keepe the good awesglanca. [I I, 
Ific be made by ſuch perſons as wa fufficient 
reaſon and diſcretion,as young children, fools, 
wy nr way pt. tazaotindecd 
bounde, w undcrſtauding can not 
diſcerne what is done. I I 1. Wisbemadc of 
ſuch as hauc no power to bind ues, it 
binde not: becauſe itis made againſtthe lawe 
* Ouifu of nature, which is, that * he which is not ig 
ia7w no ef 7 mai gs > 
oblgere ſe it followers, that papiſts crre groliely whe 
noo potert.  teath, thatachilde* mayenter intoapy ruleor 
2.64 Mena, order of religion, yea binde hinalelle thereto by 
c4p-36, oath, andthe oathto begood,, flattagainſt tus 
parents conſent. Num.30.4. If 4 woman vow 
unto the Lora bindber ſelfe by a bond, being 
in ber fathers bac in the time of ber youth ce, 
6.1f ber father &ſalbw her the ſame dey that 
he heareth all her vowes and bondes, they ſhall 
ray os wnI*s councill decreed 
0A that «children that _ pretence _ = 
Conen: Cent: oip ſhould depart from their parents, and not 
4 <6 - fs be aceur ſedSecond- 
ly they crrein that they teach char the promiſe 
made priuately by a childe in way — 
without and againſt conſent of wiſe and 
parents, bindes them : whereas indecde if this 
promiſc | 
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promiſe were further bound by an oth, ir could 
not ſtand : becauſe children under government 
and tuition) of parents cannot giue themſchues. 
V. Itbindesnotif tbe made of athing that is 
out of ananspower as ifa man ſweare to his 
friend rogine him another mans VII 
atthe firfti& were lawfull, and de by 
fore meanes become either im! or vi 
Lwfillit binds not conſcience.For when itbe. 
comes1 ible, then wee may ſafely thinke 
that God from heauen frees a man from his 
varh. And when it beginnes tobe unlawhull, 
then ieceaſcth to bind, becauſethebindirg ver- 
tuc is onely om the worde of God. For ex- 
ample : a king bindes himfelfe by oathtoa for- 
CA findhim men & mo- 

to defende hi againſt all encmics. 
becomes a profeſſed enetny to him, his rehigi 
& people: and theackedparbboromeran 
bids that there ſhould beany kague of amitie 
with Gods enemies: though may be 
of concord with thern+ 
ng a lawfull oath muſt bind conſcience, 
though a man be decciued and greatloſſes fol 
low jt ſhews in how great reverence we ſhould 
haue Gods name, ard whh what care andcon- 


ON 


ny ATreaiſe | 
(iderationtake an oth. And by this we muſt be | 
adueriitea totake heed ofcultomable (wearing = 
in our common talke, whether our oathes be 
great or ſmall. Wc mult thinke of an oth as a 
part of Gods woxſhip: naythcH. ghoſt often 
putsir for the whole wot ſhip of God. Ifai. 19. 
18. In that dey hall froe cities pended E- 
g7þt ſpeake the Mangnage of Canaan, and ſpall 
Tat the Lorae of hoftes,thatis, acknow+ 
ledge and worſhip him, Terem.' 12. 16. If they 
willlearne the waies of my people , to ſwenre 7 
my Name, The Lord liveth, then ſoall they 
built in the nuplaeſt of my people. This ſerues to 
ſhew unto us; that ſuch as give them-{clucs to 
ſwearing,wans religion & good conkience : & 
that thoſe amilics inwhichthere isrifeneſle of 
othes , abandonallcate of xcligion,, and baniſh 
Godout of their houſes. Andindeediit isa v 
hardching forthecommon fwearer to auoi 
common periury If we ſceaman holde uphis 
hand atthe barzeof an carthly iudge we pity 
him and axe. ſorry forhim: oh thet why doe 
we not pitticiþlaſphemers and comtnon wea- 
rers. For with God they arenoberter thenre- 
bels, that hold uptheir hands xtthe barre ofhis 
mudgement ſeate as guilty malefattours. Exod. 
30-7. Auguſtine lah well, They — 
Rockes and ſtowes feare to ſuveare je l 


ones, 
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ſtones, and aveſt not thew feare Geathat ispre- 
femt, Goathat lyweth, God that nc-/weth, God 
that tcketh revenge of centewners? but of bad 
cuſteme Then then art belectied, then ſanvea- 

reſt -vUhen nene requires it, thou fuveareſt: 
and ben mencan nct abrae it , then ſuyea- 


Thus much ofan Oath: now followesapro- 
mile whichis cither to Gedor man :thefuſt is 
called a vow, the ſecond aſivgke premile. EO 
A vowe's taken three waice. Fiſt general- Ce 

ly for apromiſe of morall obedience: and this ding. 
vowe is firſt made in Baptiſme aud comirued 

in the Lordes Supper, as alſo inthe ſpiriuall 
.excrciſes of invocation and repentarce. It is 

called of Peter 1. Epiſt. 3. 21. the flipulation 
which a goodcomſeience makes to Goal 

-- This kiode of vowe bindes all ard cucry 
member of the Church of God. Andthenot 
"keeping of it is the common ſ{inne of the 
,worlde : for moſt men make riot conſcicnce rq 

| perfourme that which they haue promiſed to 

God in Bapulme : and therefote their Fap- 
tile is becorwve unto them he /acrifice of 
_Fooles. Fcclefaft, 437 Purconfidenry we are 
bound in conſcience by this vow, let vs here- 

ater endeavor to be.as good ve ord; and 

that ſhall be when we begintodietogur ſinncs 


and 
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and riſe to newnelle of life : we will ſceme to | 
have care to keepe tonch with men: what a {| 
ſhame is it for us then not to keepe conenant 
- with God. 

Againe a vowis taken for a promiſe of ecre- 
momall obedicnce,whereof reade Num.s. and 
30.and Levit.27. This vow is peculiar tothe 
old Teſtament and did not bind on- 
ly ſuch as had peculiar occaſionto vowe, and 
thercupon bound themſclues: as the Nazarites, 
and ſome other. £ 

Thirdly ayow istaken for the 
of ſforne outwarde and bodily exerciſes raken 
up of a mans owne accord, as being thuogs ina 
mans owne liberry, without any 
ment of God: asthe keeping offer times of faſt, 


C——_— reading, the performance of (er 
, almes giving ,abſtinencefrom certaine 
meatesanddrinkes,in the uſe whereofthrough 
our owne weakeneſle we feare any occafion of 
fine. And this kind of vow ismore peculiar to 
Ge kia for (rata 

irthat it varrans- 
ble, foure muſt be oblerued, I. Itrmuſt 
the worde afGod. II. Iremuſt, 


amansgencrallor particular cal- 
 Irmuſt be ſo 
made 


Pawfeient " 
trade 2nd beobſerucd wichburany opinion of 
eherit or worftip of God to this nd alone, that 
ſremay be artieats 6 exerciſe and theriſh repens 
tafiee agdinuotation,tempetance, paticnce,and 
6 ſhewe- forth thankfulneſſe ro God. 

- vow this tnkde, binds conſcience by ww 
Weof Cod: tdriimandement. Eccleſ. 5.3. when 
Phew boſt obwcd vow fo God,dbfer wot to pay it. 

And the vow once made continues to bi 

{616k 25 the thing is forge whith was the | 
dceafivref the vow For cxumphe t'Atnan defi- 
rows ptaMeſobcietic aridti , finds 
thr. drinking of wine is hurrfvbtD hitm: 
on he vowents Golltodribke'no&wihe : now 

Vow OR trade bifide Hen ll ic eſtare of 


ee CTHTy.in Fithay4re hocin the 
fetal tying : WHT prochiſe of 
papal cry Gage WE TITS __ 


_ — — 
— 
, — 
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chriſtianliberry. in the vic of the creatures and 


driake, making 
Godlcftroour liberty. ['V.They arcnadecha 
— thereby-merit life cxernall &£ worſhip 
m ePaadGb .Tim. 4.8. _ 
+ I a 
entre 
_ wo le promiſe, icalſÞ a man 
Bagle peo. xcordingas will to whome the promuſe- is 
muſe bin madc, though he bean *heretikevr an infidell, 
AY Asforhepurpaleofthe mint bundenor ou 
nt may upon coquenicne caule be akered, - - 
: Yer we mult remember thacthereareonm 
Oar vl Mg ets 1 Lys | 


Ifdlb.s. againſt Gads p fas One ma _ 
580m. ol = s Rtita Fd 
| an offence, 


TI. If "at TY co ——_— 
cicne diſcrerjoa. -LI 1. If he makethe promiſe 
bacon 7 9cdh [DN nw ny 
goucrnment of Nis parents. A0an bei 
duced to make hispromile byfcaud V, 
Ktheproadicbeing® the fiſt lawtull 
afterward cither impoſcible or unlawtull.. .  -- 
And chough men be bound im coulcicnce to 
koepethcir promiles: yer this hinders ago 


wo 


— — 
- -—  - 
———_—  ———— 


_— — 
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that there is and may be a and uſe 
of Indentures and —_ rats 

of conkicce is berwerne man wy yr but 

| thebonde of ad is.ovely berweene 

man and man. 4 when hee bought a 
purchaſc of Ephron the Hittite , hee payed his 

| moneyandeate ic xe heore wine, Gen, 

33 veil.r7. 

Here, we muſt conſider the ocnetaliGanc of 


thwage, which isto ſpeak deennttully every 
ohne ny wn Tn 2 ov 


that willftandto his wordand lawtull promoe. 

Kore of mg —_ 
many things agaialt his agai 

Ys and fuanarnty, and religion: and thatit is 


| to have theſe vertues, but to coun- 


| ——_ i(Gmble them. Bur let all ach as 


> <—_—_—_—C_ 


feare God, make conſcience of their word, be- 
cauſe they archoupgotodo: aud hereby they 


ſhallceſemblethar fahee whois true 
in all his promiſes ; and they ſhall alſo bring 


foorth a notable fruite of x 4recks Galat.s. 


verſ.22. 
Hatherro I haue ſpoken ofthe cauſe that ma- 
keth conſcience to giue iudgementt- Now fol- $12. How 


loweth em judgement. conſcience 
Calcidce giues udgem&inorby a kind ofrea- £251 948 


Joning or (rung a 244608 Jrlogijm /me 


Pr 
> Rom.2.14.:therr WF 


. 


x 
J 
# , ' + * i iQ 


crgo, Thow arf 4ccwr 2d, lairh conſciener, and 


ment. ondening,or by excviing 


_ 


——_ 
#.. 
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jr TOs > 4 
+, Era mer act js 4 : bj 

This thy ation is murder: + 


"No onntnvrs aker alone 
ſcienoeioyncd with the former, whereby it gi- 
weth ivdgrmacort char a man by this or that fine 
hath deſcrued death: on thizmaner. . 
7 i; fuer 1uwraerer de ſerveth a double death: 
(11 Fhow art a went dever: 
0,T how haſt de ſerved a dowble death. 
00 — are ycry forable andter- 
: arethe compunctions and pric- 
kingethrbeinchehaur Afta.37.dheyareche 
wes as ie were, of an iron rodde, wherewith 
the hearrotaman ſmiterh ir (elfe, 2.Sam. 2.4.10. 
Andby reaſon ofthem,conſcience iscompared 
coa worme that never dicth but alwayes lycs 
_ and grabbling , and pulling at the 
man, Marc. 9. 4. and cauſeth morc 
paine and anguilh,then any diſeaſe inthe world, 
can 


The time when conſcience perfourmes theſe 
atioas isnot before the (ine, or in the ate of 
——_— aker the ſinne is done and 
paſt, Reaſou. I. Beforcaman linne, the deuill 
doth extenuate the fault & make ſine tobe no 


oj 9 finne. 


of ATreatiſe 

mw IT. aftrtionsdoe for atitne fo 
blind and | irdocth not 
ſce or at rar) agar ror er 


till akerward. 20k WH 
Neither doth conſciencearcuſe & condemne 


only for rime preſent, bax a(o long after athii 
is done. —w aro of errors 
accule hem 22. yeres-after they had ſalde him 
into Egypt.Gen.42.a0,. © | eels 7 
The of the accuſing and condemning 
conſcience1s to ſtir vp tons and tno- 
tions in the heart buc{pecially theſe five. ' 
Marry wm raaemrns woe > 
att, w a manig grecued | 
ſed with him-fclfe, thathee hath done any e- 
will: and this ſhame ſhoweth it ſelfeby thori- 
— ei bloods 'from the heart to the 
2 ag: 


Yer wee muſt here remember rhar cuen 
ſuch as have the 2 of their ſienes, and 
are not guilty,maay and bluſh, Rom. 
6.21. hat frizte had yee in thoſe things wher- 
at ye now bluſy, or, be aſhamed. VV hercas thoſe 
which' are moſt guilry may be withour all 
ſhame. Jercm. 6. 15. ere they aſhamed > 
rheyhadeommirred dhamination nay, Me9 

ſhame : becaule they ate growen to ſome Low 


of Conſcience. r--: 
height in (inne, Eph.4, 18. 
| Theſecond palsion. is /aaveſſe and ſorrowe: 
whichis commonly thoughtto benothing elſe 
but Melencholy: but berweene them twaine, 
there is great difference, Sorow that comes by 
[2 ' ariſethonelyof that humour an- 
nOying the body,but this other forrow ariſcth 
of. amans finoes for which his conſcience ac- 
cuſcrh tum : Mchogholly may becurcd by phi- 
lcke this forow cannpt be aured by any thing 
kuc by che Chciſt. 
1: The chirdis feare: incauling whereof con- 
agus moe rrnoce: 
lightcs and pleakurcs that cad wiſh, 
ean ne dae him any good, | pr rang 
guiltic. Be/hazzer when hee was inthe mid- 
deſt of all his deli f and faiy the handwri. 
n the wall : Bis countenance ed, 
Lookrales troubled him, bis ionnts ap yaw 
his knees ſinote- togither , Dan. 5. 6. Yea the 
tie conſcience will make amanatraid,if hee 
but a worme peepeout of the ground, or 
2 (ly creature togoe crolle his way , or if hee 
ſe but bis owne ſhadowe on a ſuddainc, or 
ifhedo bur forgcalt an cuill with hymclfe. Pro- 
EIS wvicked fetch vuben no man 
” errorgof eoſciece whethey are more vehe- 


Fi 4 ment caule 


2 7 be dar he- 
nc3 of Egizs. 


38 wTreatije D + 

cauſe other paſsions inthe body; as exceeding 
heare, like thar which isinthe fict of an agde,che 
riſing ofthe entrals cowardesthe mouth: and 
{wounding as experience hath-often ſhewed: 


-_= wmv rns the booke of Viſedome 
truly, cap{t7iverC 10.17 784 at efullthpug 
monie: andaconſtience 1h ityouched, aeth 
ever fore-ta#t cruel things. For feave it mo- 
thing elſe, bat the betriyine of the ſucciitrs, 
that reaſon offereth, te . they that did endure 
the* night that was Imtdllerable He. (ometinees 
vvere troabted 4vith monit1ont viſions, and 
ſometimes they ſwouncd, 
ſonle ſhoulda betray them: for 4 
lookedfor, tame upon them. ' © 
The fourth is ar$eration, whereby a mary 
throughthe'vehemenc and conſtant accuſation 
of his conſcience, comes to b&out of all hops 
of the pardon of his fines, "This made Saul, 
Achitophel, and Tndas , to hang them (clues: 
this makes many in theſe daiesrodoe the like: 
as appearcth by the declarations of ſuch as 
hauc bene prefichted, wheneliey wereabourto 
hang or drowne them (clues, of tocurt their 
owne throats. we Sa | 
The laſt is a perturbation or diſquictnes ofthe 
whole man: wherby all the powers & faculues 


of 


| therr owe. 
A feave wed 


' 


_— 
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efthe whole man arc forth of order ropes. 20. 
The wicked are like the raghtig of the fea that 
canvet ref, woloſe wuaters caft vp mire and 
art. 

*-:Thos much of the rwo firſt ations ofcon- 
ſcience, which aretoacculc and condemne : the 
frcond followeth to cxculc and abſolue. 

- Tocxcaſe, RO —n—_y 

iudgement is 
Faction, is an aftion of the conſcience g1- 
ing} that a manis free or clearc tro 
ſo from puniſhment. - 

Frotn theſe two aftions ariſe ſome tpecial af- 
tetions: I. bo/dverand confidence, Prov. 28. 1. 
The righteon: are bold a5 atyon. I. ioyandre- 
toycing, 2. Cor.1.12. Our reioxcing is the teſti- 
nuowie of ny ef that in al! ſanplicitie 
andyodly purcnes ] hane bad my ay oe in 
the wor [Hence it is faid,thata good conſcience 
wacontinual fealt. 

Hitherto I haue ſpoken how conſcience 

gines tudgement of chiongs done and paſt : now 
Lowa, her iudgement of thingsro be done. 

-:Conſaence giues judgement of things to 
came, by forctelling and as it werefaying in- 
wardlyinthe heart charthe thing may be well 
doncor ill done. Ofthis kinde of mdgemaan c- 
pd may haue expericnce 10 agar 
w 
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when he is about to enterpriſe bufines i= 
ther 200d or badde. n, 

By this we may eethe goodaesof Godroal 
men. If a man becing romake an vnknowne 
iowney, ſhould finde one that would goewith 
himand ſhew him the way, withal the urnings 
thereof, he could ak nke —_ 
point of cunele. Wee are pi 
world,our fe isouri tka ap 
pointed our conſcience-to be-our 
ne guitaan Row vewancome wenup als 
and what we maynot. 

And here ic muſtbe noted, that inalhibgs 
— conſcience is ofgreat force & beares 

ſtroke. For, This rs the of a 
qredvmert, that the conſcience frt of all give 
indgement tracly , that the thing may be 
done andis acceptable to God Rom.14.23. hat» 
ſoener isnot of faith,that is , whatſocuer isnoe 
done of aſcrtled perſwaſion in iudgernent-and 
conſcience out of Gods word, howſocuer men 
of it, is ſinne. nc, regardes 
—_— the ourvward ca. gory Be ation or the 
”_ but obcdicnce and eſpecially the obedi- 
ence of the heart: therefore vnlelſe the coo- 
ſcience firlt of all the thing to be 
good and agreeable to Gods will, it can beno- 
thing clſc bur a finne. And he that — 


I 


— — — ——— — — — —— - — 
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, becauſe it is in his owne eyes, 
owing that Arywrkrod pry ak 
ferres him-ſclfe before God, ' and diſobaies 
him as the ſcruant that in his maſters houſe 
will noc doe his maſters will but his owne 
will. 
- Fromthis former rule ariſethree other: the 
firſt, 1kax oy 5s done vvith « doubting con- 
the Primitive 'Church hdd, that ſtill afrerthe 
aſecnſiot of Chriſt there remained a difference 
derweene meate and meate, and therefore it 
was a ſeruple to them toeare of ſundric kinde 
of meates! now put the caſe, by example they 
are drawnie-on te cate ſwines fleſh, or ſome 
ocher _—_— they thinke is forbidden : 
and there i no queſtion butt in ſodoing they 
haue finncd, & Paul prooucth, Rom.14.v.14. 
5 know and aw per foucded through the Lord 
le ſus, that there 11 nothing uncleane of it ſelfe: 
but onto him that | afy thing vwcleane, 
it is vncleane: andy. Far dubtah is . 
——— eate: becauſe he eateth not of 
«th. p city: .l 1 
# The {ccond.19 be ſorncy thing it done voith 
au erroneoas con ſcience , is « ſune . For x 
ample, In the primitive Chacchdivers ofthe 
Gentiles helde this crrour, that fornication 


was 


9L ATreatiſe | 
wasathing indifferent, and therforeganſacncy 
rold chem thatthey mighcdoe itt and yerneuers | 
theleſle fornication inthera wasaſinae; becaulg | 
conſcience erredin her wdgement, And cuill rey - 
maines cuill, though coaſcience ſay the camray 
riza thouſand times. uy 
*Erroniens The third. hat ſorner 11 dowe * againſt con- 
"6 4g ſcience, thouzh it erre & be deceiued, ic anne itt 
For he chat #42 4327. Example. An Anabapaſt haldiog ic ve, 
NG terly. valarvtull co (weare, is brogght;before- a 
ville ihe iſtcare; and vrged cither through feare or 
mag! 
doc ir, hach ſq-W4ei <2 cauſe, takes an oath &that agaioſt hig 
wt 0-1-p ofyagconſiones now the queſhonis, wherhes 
kim beth, hpkachſiz12dorno. Au/He hathiadeoed Ginned 
notlo m.ch becauſe he hath takeman oath , for 
that is ch: ordinance of Gad:but hecauſe he hath 
taken an oarhina bad manner.hat is,againſt his 
cqnſcience,andcherefore not ih fgi TIS 
ſtroke in all thingsthatare to be faide or 
co A.\d heteby we are aduertiled of many 
things. Firſt, if aching done without good 1- 
reqhien ofcolcience bea fianc, then much more 
that which is done without direftion of Gods 
wardis a flactefinae: for withoar' direction of 
Gods word conſcicgce can giue ig dire | 
Qrion. And it Gad: will holde that for a finne 
which is done without dircction of his _ 


\ 
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then no doubr Gods word miviſters ſufficient 
direftion-fot all ations whatlocucr : ſo asif a 
man be ta put bur a bir of bread in his mouth, 
itcan fo farreforth dire him, that in Cog of 
it he ſhall beable toplcaſe Go&-11! this were r or 
truc, mahsRaÞe were moſt miſeratte. For then 
we ſhould fiance in manifold aRions, 2rd that 
without rerhedic. Ad hete by the Wo1d, T 
meane nothing but the Scxipturcs of the olde 
kndnew Teſtament, which containe inthem- 
felues ſufficient direQion for all ions Asfor 
the law of tature, though it zfloard in deede 
ſorne direCtion yet is it corrupt, impericQ; vit- 
certen: and'whatſoever is right and goodtherin 
contained inche wrineword of God. And as 
for the beſt ynwrinecraditions Jer althe Papiſts - 
in the worldan(wer if they chow I mayin&- 
ſcience be perfwaded thatthey are the word of 
God. If they iy that the auricient fathers of the 
privitive Chutch 'avouch in their writings | 
that they are Apoſtolical traditions, I anfwer + 

ne, how Ball'] know'andbeicetten in con- 
iencethar rhs {hers ſubieR toerrour , in lay- 
ing ſo have toterred, (ht | 
 Agairie we learnehenee, tharagood intenti- 
on is not ſufficient to make a good worke, yn- 
lefle withall conſcience can giuei that 
God doth approoue the aftion. This mn 
c 
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he ng ignorance of our ITED 
neg ene 8 goed-mea- 


| oy BY | 
Aled by can for the warſhip of God, are 
flare ſannes; becauſe conſcience a1 not lay af 
Them tha wy picale Gad. Ea.29. 13- Mark. 
PVF+ . 
"2 . Laſtly, WOE. ſame here tha ignamcr of 
Gods will and word, isadaungerous 
toakes the life of: man toabound, yeato 
withaſea of offences againit God. rakes 
mt Te 
JANUT w 
avs hr her wr ——— 
25 in ignorance Wan 
woo a ry rn wn 
word, vu yew 
a_ cuen their cating and drinking vrais. 
ax making, heir by their —— 
om For ke t þ- cry ng. 
cuſtome,or c,or necektitie, as beaſts doe, 
and not of faith: they know not Gods 
will touching things to be done or left vndone. 
The con(ideration of this point ſhould make e- 


very man moſt carctull to ſeeke for know- 
ledge 


. 
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of Comſcience. pe 
Gods word, and daily toincreaſcinir, 
charhe may in all his affaires haue Gods lawes 
toberhe-men of his FART Op er 


w—_—_— a lighr 
inzdokeplacez Periig wag hemp 
Prcerwhen Chyiſt cornmanded 

forth inco the deepe, and to — wr ns 


Zird woe hane bra allwight, cnahavecached 
nothing, yet in hy word] let dorrume my 


mer Lak 5.5. 
CeAP. IN). 
7 the inger of conſeience j 


of con{cience reges 
|  nerate, 


| lence, goodnes, and di 
of conſcience, ſtandesnot in in 


exculing. And by doing any finne newhatſocuer 


ro 
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to giueanocalionto the conſcience to-accule = 
orcondemne, is to wound it andtooffendis. | 
Thus Paul Gaiththatthe Corimhians wounded 
the confiences of their weakbbrechreny whes 
oe danger pan warter ar offence 


[1 


Guodconſcience, is who 0 by cchtion 
or by regeneration. 

Good by creation ws the cpticience of A- | 
dam, which intheeſtatc of innocencie did one- | 


ly excule uld not ac for ; [0 
though” Ir DAL be, at ok TOE | el 


> => HAQORSENES 


o 
Pl 


w antingaiaterveard ogalſon ſhould be of | © 
fered. AnPhence we haue further diretionto | 
conſider what agood cot cisnamelyſuch . G 
an one as by the order ſet downe in the creati- 
on,cxcaſerh onch/wenthout 2c | 


culc isa defett in the 
ter the firſt creator, Foe Fears 
greemem andharmony 
the whotke:burif the 
ly accuſe, there ſhould be 
memand yy ya or 
the maghimſclic.. 

| Regenerate conſcicnceiorhar which becing 


COT» 
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corrupt by nature, is renewed and purged by 
| faithinthebleodof Chriſt. Forto theregene- 
'  mtingottheconfience, there isrequired acon» 
verſionor chaunge; becauſe by rauteall mens 
confciences fance the fall are evil, and none are 
goad but by grace, The inſtrument ſeruing to 
 makethischaungeisfaith, AQ.1h.9. Faith pur:- 
| feth the heart. The meritorious eaile 15 the 
blood of Chriſt, Hebr. 9.14. How mich more hal 
thebivodof Chriſt eve. purge your copſerence fro 
dead morts to ſerut the lining God''.: * 
| The-properrie.of regenerate conſcience is 
| twofold:Chriſtiankbevriege Cerrentio of (alua« 
|  tjon-Becauſeborhthele have their place, not in 
the outward man, bur in the ſpirntaudconli- 


EAN. 533 o4e. Dd ho $I 
| Cheiftianlibewir/ibatpiritualland holy free- , ©; . . 
| dome purchaſcdbyCioſt. 1; Ris hberty, 
"I apy it is fiywack firld co put athifferenc 
; bervupencir and civilt. libertie, which 
ourward and bodily treedemes and priuiledges: 
feeondly-ro confure rhe OTITIS. 2 
ibertic by:Chriſt : and the Anabapiilts, 
whb.imagine'a freedome from all authoritie 
of magiſtrates the kingdome of Chriſt, 
Againe, I ſay it is 2n holy freedometocon- 
fute the Libertines, who thinke that by the 
death of Chriſt, they haue libertic to live as 
C1 they 


a— 
IM it hiſe Cheitl, to 
Tipkak agorks chin, fait 1m 
the wg cy ns bath made 'you 
Free And toconftue the Papiſts, whoſedoQrine 
incficf isthus much, that this liberticsptocy 
rdindeedeby Criſbutiscomnued patyby 
Chriſt and pardy by the man himſelte. - 
Chriſtian libertic hath three parts.  :. 
Thefiſt pafrendomefron hep libaainl 
of the morall lawe. For he thatisamember of 
Chriſt, isnot bound in conlcicnceto brugthe 


perfett rightcouſnes of the law in his owno 
rg EIA lure Gol Gland | | 


hy  RISY that he thatis aChriſki- 
an,is likewiſe freed from thowurle dnd condem- 
nation of the law, Road. B.1. 'Tbere irnogoy- 
demmation tothem that are in Chrif, Gal. 3413; 
Chrift bath redeemed'vs from the car ſe of the | 
law,when he was made « eur ſe for vs, + | 
By this firſt parr of Chriſtian libertie, itap- | 
peares that there cannot be any iuſtificationof 
a nr by otkes of rc bor Gd. oe | 
he that wall be juſtific-bex by one worke, is 


| m—_ © ———— —_ 


1 
; 
| 
| 


a:brer ro the wuhole ln, Gal.z.3. but noman 
that is a member of Chriſt is debter to the 
whole law; for his libcrtieistobe free jathar 

point: 


zoint: therefore no tnanis tuſtified ſomuch as 
The (ccond part; is freedome'* fromthe Ti- 

x of the law, which exacteth pertet obe- 
Gence and corideiicth'al impetieativn; Rom. 
6:14. Sinne huh no more aommiltiin mer yoo: 
for ye are not wnder the law but wnder grace. 


t Toh. 5. 3. This is the lone of God, that ye keepe 
his communndememnts : and his comr: maements 
are not griewons. 

Hence it followeth that God will accept of 
our imperkett obedience, if irbe (incere: yea he 
accepts the will, deſire, and indeauourto obay 
for obedicnce ir ſelte, Malach. 3. 17. And1wwill 

are them as a man ſpareth bis owne fonne that 

ſeracth him. © "po 
The third paris, thatthe conſcience isfreed 
from the bond oftheceremonialllaw,Cal.3.25. 
Byt after that faith is come, we are nomore w/1- 
aler 4 ſchoolemaſter, Ephi. 2.15. Ana hath broken 
ehe foppe of the partition wall, in abrogating 
f his fleſo, the [wu of commaunacments 
wobich ſlandeth in ordinances. Colo. 2. 14. 
And hath put ont the hand wuriting of ord;- 
nances wohich 1145 againit vs. v.16. Let no 
men therefore condemne you in meate and 
dvinke, or in reſpe(t of an holy day, or of the new 

wo0ne, fc. | 

G2 Hence 
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Hence it followeth, that all Chriſtians may 


freely without (cruple of coſcience,yſc Mahiogs 


robe enpagraf wingthes 


pd when I thas all may viedem, 
deat a two VE aaa, Wie 
The natural vie, iscicher _— 
celzities, or tor honeſt delice, rptreamagene 
faith, that God glues not onely bread to ſtreng- 
then the heart of man, but alſo wine towake 
for never, & oyletomakethe face roſhing, 
t04.1y, and God hath put imto his creaurss 
infinite yaricties of colours, favours, raſtes, and 
formeamn ths cudthat menmighttakedcliein 
it follows, that Recreationislawhdll, 
andapartofChriſtianliberiic,if it be well yſed. 
eg yoderſtand exercesand porrs, 
 refteſheitbey the bodiror theraindes 
al har typ bevel be well vicd, two rules clpgs 
that lewfal 


co ſtands only ihe vicdt things 

ferent. For ifthe things be commanded by God, 
there is no ſporting apes gy for- 
biddcn,, there is no vſing of themarall. Vpon 
this ground, ſundric kinges of recreation arc. ts 
be cealefted, As I. thc 
viedintheſedaics, in which men and women, 


youy- 
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and maids, all mixed tegether,daunce 
tothe ſonnd of the inſtrument or voyce intime 
and meaſure, with many wantongeſtures, and 
that in folemne tnecrings after grear feafts, This 
exerciſe cannot be numbred among things in- 
diflerent; for experience ſheweth, that ir hath 
beene vſually cuther a fruit os a follower of 
great wickednes, asidolatrie, fornication, drun- 
kennes; hetcupon, one well compared it to a 
* cirde, whoſe center was thedaull. Againe, if, | 
we mult giue an account of cuery idle worde, K = wg 
then allo ofcuery idle geſture and pace: 8 what cvs: centers 
ac:ount can be glam of theſe paces backward Pb. 
and forward,of caprings, iumpes, gambols, tur. 
nings, with many other triskes of lightnes and 
vanitic , more beſceming goates and apes, of 
whorme they are commonly vſed, then men. | 
Whereas Salomoneſteemed laughter as mad- | 
neſlc, he would (no doubt) haue condemned 
our common laſcivious dauncing much morc | 
for raadneſſe, laughter becing bur the leaſt part 
of it. IT. Diciog, which is preciſely the ca- 
ſting ofa lorre; not to be ſed atour plealyres, 
but1n matters of weightand irhportance. Au 
of this kinde are all gatnes, theground wherc- 
of arcnottheſleight of mans wirte, butlotte a- | 
lone. I TI. Playes andemerludes, that ſtande 
in the repreſentation of the vices and miſde- 

G 3 mcancaurr 
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meanour of the world . For if itbe noclawfull 
toname vices, vnlcs ic be tn the way of diſlike, 
Eph.5.3-much leſſe is it warrantable to 
and repreſent vice inthe way of recreation and 
delite. The ſecond rule is, that recreation mult 


P3p.103: beafpari ate, and lawfall vſc ofthings 
tlie tiferenacordingtothelo follow 
Thefpirituall vic 1s, when we rake 
by the creatures to meditate and ſpeake of hea- 
ucnly things: as, vponthe ſight of the vine and 
the branches thereof, to conſider the myſti 
coniunttion berweene Chriſt and his Church: 
by the ſight of the rainbow tothink ofthe pro- 
miſe of God ofnot drowning the world by wa- 
ters:and by any thing that betalls, to take occalt- 
ontoconlider init the wiſdome, goodnes, iy- | 
ſtice, mercie, providence of God,&c. 
I adde further, that things indifferent; as bon- | 
dage, outward liberrie, riches, poucrric, ſingle 
eſtate, marriage, meare, drinke, apparrell,buil- 
dings, may be vſcd freely, becauſethey are nei- 
ther commanded by God nor forbidden: and in 
therpſclues conſidered, they may be y{cd or not 
vied without breach of conſcience. 
The right manner of vſing them, is to ſanCti- 
fic them by the word andpraier, 1. Tim. 4.3,4. 
and not onely ſome of them, but the yſc of them 
all. Mcate, drinke, and — tobe 
anct- 
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Gnftified as the place before noted declarethe 
Paul-fanftified his journey on this manner, AQ- | 
21.5. Andthe [ewes were commanded to dedi” 
cacethcir houſcsatthe firſtentrance,Deut.2.0.5- 
trurarmrnay = mr 

ancly thelerri , orthe providing 
clot the anfiing ofiebyiavo. | 
cation of Gods name, that by his bleſsing the | 
place with the roomes thereof might ſeructor | 
their bencfit and comfort. And on this maner to 
bleſſe our dwelling places when we firſt enter | 
into them,is the belt way that can beropreſerue 
them the calualues of fire within, and 
;ghtai heauen,and fromthe annoiance 
and moleſtation of cuill ſpirits, and other iudge- 
| ments ef God. | 
{ * Things indifferent are fanftified by Gods | 
word, becauſe it ſhewes what things we may | 
vic, and what things we may not: and if we 
may vic them, in what manoer it is to be done. 
Andto this purpolcthe (criptures affoard foure 
rules. 

The firſt, that all things muſt be done to 
Gods glorie, 1. Cor. 10. 31. whether ye eate or 
drinke or what ſoeuer ye ave, dve allto the glarie | 
of Goa. And that this may be performed, things | 


indifterent muſt be vcd as and tables, in 
which we may ſhew forththe graces & verrues 
G 4 that 


2a_ 
| 
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that God hath wroughcin the heart. For exana» 
ple: we, muſt ſo make our -apparrell both for. 
marter and faſhion, and ſo weareit, thatit may 
io ſore ſort ſer forth ro the beholder our mo» 
deltic, ſobrictic, frugalnie, humilitic, &c. that 
hereby he may be occafioned ro lay, behold a 
grave, fober, modeſt perlon: andſo of thereſt. 
And thecommon ſinneot thistime is,that meat, 
drinke. apparrell, buildings, are vſed as banners 
diſplaied ro (cr forth co the world mans wit, cx> 
celle,and prid- ot hearty... ; - - 
Theſecond. We mualtfufter our ſclueslaw- 
fully to be limited and reſtrained in thoouer- 
much or oner-common vie of things indiffr. 


' rent. I fay the over-cormon ve, becaufe ivis = 


not Gods will viterly and abſolutely to barre 


* vsof the vſc of ſuch things..Now the reſtrai- 


ners ot our vic are two., the firſt ische laweof 
charicie. For as charitie giues place to pictie, 
ſo Chriſtian libertic in the vſe _ ves 
things, giues place to charitic. And the law 
charitic1s, =_ ſhould not vſe things indif- 
ferent to the hurt or offence of our brocher, 1. 
Cor.$.13. | 
Queition, Whether may a man vic his li- 
bertic before ſuch as are weake, and not yer 
perſwaded of their libertie. Anſever. Some 
are weake of ſimple ignorance, or _ 
tncy 
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of Conſeremed.. 

pm rates Ts theaduſe of 
cultome:'und wbe- 
And before non leaſt by ex-- 
ample wedraw them to finne by giuing occalt- 
onto them ot doing that whereof they doubt. 
Againe ſome are weake- upis aftcted wno- 
rance or of malice, and inthe preſence of ſuch 
we need not abſtaine. Vponthis ground Paul 
who circumciſed Timothy wouldnot circum- 
ciſe Titus.. | 

The ſecond reſtrainer is the wholeſome 
lawes of men whether ciuill or Eccleſiaſtical. 
For howſocuer things indifferent after the law 
is once made of them , remaine ſtill indifferent 
inthemſclues: yet obedience to thelaw is ne- 
cellary, andrhattor conſcience lake. Ates 15. 
yerſ 28. 

The third: we muſt uſe indifferent ſo 
farre foorth as they ſhall further us in godli- 
neſle. Forweeughindtilliac only 
to the cdificarion of others, but alſo ofour own 
ay it isaflat abuſe of chriſti- 
an men (o to their bodies 
with meate and drinke dy they dif- 
able thernſelues to heare Gods word, topray,zo 
gue good counlell, todocthe ordinary works 
of chcit callingy. 

The fourth: things indifferent muſt be uſed 

with 


wy 
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withinthe compaſle of our callings,thar is, ac- 
cording to our ability, degree, ſtate-and candi- 
tio of life. And itis acommon abuſe of this hi- 
mage ah that the mcane man will be 
in meate, drinke, apparel, building, as the gen» 
— entleman as the knight;the knight 
asthe 37 Br , 


Now thea things indifferent are ſanfified to. 


vs by the worde, when our conſcjences are re- 
ſolucd out of the word that we may uſe them, 
ſoit beinthe manner before: accot- 
ding to the rules here ſet downe. | 

They are ſanCtified by prayer, when wee 
craue at Gods handes the right uſe of them, 
and hauing obtained the ſane, giue him thanks 
therefore. Coloſl.3. v.17. whatſoever yee doe 
in word: or d:ede , doe all in the name of our 
Lorat Ie ſus , giving thankes toGad the father 

im. | 

Thus much of Chriſtian liberty, by which 
wee are admoniſhed of ſundry dures. I. ro la- 
bour tobecome good members of Chriſt of 
what eſtate or condition ſocuer we be. The 
liberrics of the citic of Rome made not one- 
ly Romanes borne but cuen the men of other 
countreyes ſecke to be citizens thereof. AQ. 22. 
28.Thepriuiledges ofthe Iewes in Perſia made 
many become Iewes, Heſt.8.r7, Othen, much 

motrec 
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more ſhould the ſpirituall liberty of conſcience 
purchaſed by the of Chriſt, mooue usto 
ſeeke for the kingdome of heauen, and that 
we might become good members thereof. I 1. 
Againe by this we aretaughtto ſtudy, learne, 
andlouetbe ſcriptures, in which our libertics 
are recorded. VV ee make account of our char- 
ters wherby we holde our carthly liberties, yea 
wee gladly reade them and acquaintour clues 
with them: whataſhame then willitbe for vs 
to make no more account ofthe word of God 
that is the law of ſpirituall liberty. Tam. 2. v. 16. 
I TI. Laſtly wearcaduertiſed moſt heartily to 
obey and ſcruc God according to his worde, 
for that is the ende of our liberty: the ſeruanc 
docth all his buſincfle more chearctully in the 
hope and expettation he hath of liberty. Againe 
our liberty moſt of all es 1n our ſcruice 
and obcdicnce, becauſe the ſeruice of God is 
perfect freedome; as on the comrary inthedil- 
— of Gods commandcments ſtandes 
our ſpiricuall bondage: 

Theſecond pr ofconſcience isan vnfal- p 
lible cerrenty ofthe pardon of finne & life cuer- | 
laſting. That this point may beclcared, I will ſaluaion. + 
handle the queſtion berweene vs and Papi 
rouching the ccrrenty of faluation. And that I 
may proceede in order we muſt diſtinguiſh hee 
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kindes of certenty. Firſt of all,Cerrtenty is cider 
co gas "ws Vakallible,whereia 
a man is never diſappointed . Conjeftural};! 
which isnotſo cuidem, becauſe itis y 
uponlikdihoodes . Thefirſt . 
,butthe ſecond they dilly in the matter 
of Gluation. Againecertenty is euher of faith, 
or experimentall, which Papfſtes call mor ed. 
of faith is, whereby ay thing is cer- 
tenly bclceued :andit is either gonerall pr ſpeci- 
all. Generall cerrenty js to belecue afluredly that 
IIIEnD it (clfe; and this both: 
wee . Speciall certenty is 
faith ro Ceci of fluation to = 
felrcs,and to belecue withom doubt that remi(® 
lion of linnes by Chriſt andlife cucrlaſting be- 
untous. This kind of certenty we holde 
maintaine,and Papifts with one conſent de- 
ny it, acknowledging no aſſurance burby hope: 
Morellcertemy is that which proceedes from 
Gnfifieation and good workes , as ſignes and 
tokens of true faith. This wee both allowe, yer 
with ſom: diff:rence. For they eſteemeall cer- 
renty that co:n2s by workes ro be uncerten and 
often to deeviue : but wee doe otherwile if the 
workes be done in uprightneſle of heart. 
The quiſtionthenis, whether a man inthis 
life miy-ordinacily without reuclation be vn- 
fallibly 
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cerieaot bisowae: faknion, firſt of all 
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av proc by ab, ode cord 


{ouch workes as arc 
fab. VV chadihisforadearcds 


viArgament 1. That which the. ſpirit of God 
doth tuſt of all icſtific inthe heart and cor.ſci- 
coce of any tdn, and then after wardtully con- 
firm; is to be, belorued of the ſane man as vn- 
tallibly certex)+ but the ſpirite of God firſt of all 
docth reflifie toſome men, varvely true belee- 
ycrsthat they are the ſonnes pl God: and after- 
ward conhrmes the ſame umerhem: therfore 
menarc to belcevetbeirowneadop- 
ton, Now that the ſpirit of God doth gue this 
ickumony to. thecopicience, gk wan, the (crip» 


ge is moretherplaine, Roms. 5 Te havetes 5 
rit.of adeption w Uveecry, . 


&fuecd tbe fþs 
Abbas, F 5 The ſame ſpirit \ witnes 
vuwith opr {prervtghat we arc the; ſennes.of God. 


Anbwere is wade, that this teſtimony of the (pi- 


rite is guten-opely by an experiment or tecling; 
of an inward delight or peace, which breeds 2 
vs 00t an iafallible but a conicurall certenty. 
AndI au{werezgaine that thisexpolitiou is flar 


againſt 


. 
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inſt the text. For the ſpirit ofadoptionis (aid 
————_—_—_— ro 
cry Abba, Father: andcrying toGodastoafa- 
ther argues courage, confidence, & boldneſſe. 
Againethe ſame ſpirit of adoption is oppoſed 
tothe ſpirit of boaidage cauling feare: & there» 
forcitmaſtneedsbea ſpiricgiuing aſſurance of 
liberty,8 by that means driging away diſtruſt- 
full feares. Andthe cnd,go doubr,why the hely 
ghoſt comes intothe heart asa witnes ofadop- 
tion, is,that the truthin this caſe hidden 8 ther- 
forcdoubtful,mightbe cleared and made mani- | 


— ——  —OC— C@OO —— —_ __—_— — 


feſt. If God him(dfhauc appointed that adoubt- 
| | fullrruth among men ſhal be confirmed and pur 
| out of doubt by the mouth of two or three 
| ER —_— tothinke _ the _— 
ny e knowing La- 
king vpon himto be a witnes, ſhould be conie- 
_ Quralt. S. Bernard had learned better divinity 
"  whenhefaide, whorriuft, but he that being lo- 
| * markeir V*dof God, reternes love to him againe? whi 
well, is not done but by the ſpirit of God * reveali 
by faich wo mas the eternal perpoſe of God 
concerning his ſaluation in tine to come: which 
revelation vndmubicdy is nothing elſe but an 


4 infaſjoun T6 by which,whileſt the 
deedes en rathel the man 4 vom 
paredtothe kinedome of Godyeceiving _ 
that 


ES 
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| of Conſcience. If 
that rubereby he may pre ſarve that be 6s loved 


perſwade men of thei on, but alſo 
js ar mms ismoſt manifeſt. 
ry the ſpirit wherebyyee are 

aledwy tothe day of redemption. Andi. v.13. 
pros. beleeved, ye were ſealedwith the ſpr- 
rat of promiſe which is the earneſt of our inheri- 
rence. 2.Cor. 1.21. It is Godthat bath ſealeaws 
& given v3 the earneſt of his peri in our haves. 
Herethe words of ſea/ingand earneſt aceto be 
conſidered. For things that paſſe tooand fro a- 
mong mcn, though they be in queſtion, ye 


when the ſcale is put too, they are made our of 


doubt: and therfore when God by his ſpirue is 
faidro fealethe promiſe inthe hearr of every 
particular belcucr, it fignifieth that he giues uns 
to them cuident aſſurance that the promiſe of 
life belongs unto them. . And the giuing of 
carneſt is an uvfallibleroken umohimtharrss 
— nc is ratifird,'and _ 
receiue agreed upen: 

iTwcrea great Sidonos waodiMl w>chinks 
that the carneſt of his owne ſpirite giuenvnto 
wiſhouldbeanentheareeFounialt lenorein 

; Arguneene. 


112 of Treatiſe, 1 
faithisa CE pn rem. 
SIND | 
. wan,nanes 
ly chat faith is2 certen perſwaſion, yeathar cer. | 
— byex- | 
preſle teſtimonies oflrpre Mark. 14 .14-3t.0 | 
thou of little faith , why haſt thoa doubted? and 
21, v.21 If ye have faith ana dmbt not. Tara.1.6. 
det hint arte infauh and waver not: for he that 
wevereth is ike « wave of the ſea, toſt of the 
winae anacerriial away. Ron. 4.20, Nether 
aid he doubs of the promiſe of God throwgh 1n: 
beliefe, but was Feat faith.I willnor 
LR] wixchinordenyed 
any. 
Cris earns, that 
faichis aparticular p_ applying thingy 
I it thus. The 
faithis to got mee ne eat 
rev - ptomiſed which is Chriſt with his 
ſpiric, Toh. 1. 12.. Now Chriſt & zetrucd by a 
ticvlar application, as will: if we doe 
x markethecad anduſcof the miniſtery of 
the word and of the ſacraments. For when God 
giucsany bleſsing to man, itisto be receined by | 
manas God giuethit. NowGod piues Chriſt 


or at the leaſt offerech him not generally ro 
man- 
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of Comſecence. >. 
mankiode, but to the (cuerall and 
members of the Church, Inthe Lond types, 
as in cuery ſacramen, there is a relation or ana 
ourward ſignes 3 the 
ow 9 
and the winc —_— 
io giving Chtiſt with 6s ne 
cular communicants: againe the ation of re- 
tetuing the becad and wine (cuerally, 


faich,The body Auguft.cre8. 
SENT ENS hes 


rr on How ſhall l bold [og 
how ral [Tearh vp mine hand 30 beeven that 1 
may lay hold of bim ſating there? Sendup thy 
faith and thou haft laidbelief bins. And what 
13 wore comon the another ſaying of his. hat 
—_—— epare cure Be- 
eatew. Againe Eph. 3.v. 12. 
Paul Tov eryert ar” we ral, bolaneyſe and on- 
tr ance with confidece by faith in him. In which 
words are ſet downe two notable cfieds and 
fruits of faith: boldneſſe, and confidence. Bold- 


nelſe is,vvhen a poorcſamer dare come into the 
H t preſence 


u4 ATveatiſe | 
prefence'df God not being terrified widhthe | = 
threatnings ofthe —_ with the &onkde- 
ration of his owne-unworthineſſe, 'and- wich 
the manifolde aſlaulresot the deuilft 'and/ irc 
more than certenty of Gods fauour .'"'Now 
Whercay Papiſtes an{were that this-libertyot 
boldpeſlt'in commit umoGod proceedggof 
agenerall mo theyare _— _— 
polrble that a genetall pou 
veſſe and tructh AG iland of hisgmeras/in 
Chriſt ſhodld breede confidence and boldnefſe 
inthcheartofa Soy Bana dxmnple 
candi | . 

| wasnodoubt 


fore thar-hith which is the rodee ofchelo ex- 


otherlike things,is made togoe beyond hopet 
for hope waites for thingsto come till F 
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hauc abcing inthe perſon ing, but fatthin 
a a fublſing or g vnto thern. 


cannot bethat | conn cnerall faith of Papiſtes 
tearmed Catholike) tor it comes ſhort of hope, 
but t muſt necdegbe a [peciall faith that makes 
us) edly belceuc our owne cleQion, a- 
" aſtibcaicn and faluation by Chriſt, 
And tothis purpoſe haue ſome of the fathers 
aide excellent well. Auguſtine ſaith, / dezzaund demaund An.de 
of thee, O ſinner , doft thou bcleeve Corea 07 #0: vj ermy. 
the ſweRt, 1 b:leev carte beleveit thoa?that 
bee can freely forgive thee allthy (nes. Thau 
ha#t that wuhich thou ha#t beleeved, Am- 
broſe faicth, This is « thing ordained of God 
that bee wobich beleeverh in Chriſt ſhould be - ow 
ſeved without any woorte, by faith alone free- 
h receiving remiſiion of ſmmes . And with 
Ambroſe I ioynethe teſtimony of Helichius 
Leuiticus, who ſaicth, _ d pityitre man- 
kinds , woben hee, ſavve it diſabled for the 10 ym 
ng of the wyorkes of the lawve, voi. 
ldthat man ſnoulde be ſavedby grace wvith- 
out the wuorkes of the lavve . And grace 
proceeding of mercie it apprehended by faith 
_ wuithout vUorkes. —_ in both 
places, faith is dale generally to all 
rl aps] is withal ny to yR—_ 


) 116 A Treatiſe 
and recciue, yeaaloneto apprehend and rective 
grace and remiſcion of ſinnes, they cannot be # 
underſtood ofa generall but of a ſpecial! " 


ſerm.1.de ing faith. Bernard bath theſe wor , Ifrhou a> 
Annune, leeveſt that thy ſane can not be blottet out but {| 


Mei®. bybim ag «init whome thou b 4, chow b- 
eſt way, we oe jet further, of remotes hee © 


point 19 _ is - teſtimony which | 
the Holy Ghoſt gruveth in our hearts,ſayine, | 
finnes are phos thee. For ſo why £or Tic | 
keth that « manis inftifiedfreely by faith. Pa 
piſts being much choked with this place, tnake 
anſwer that S. Bernard docth not lay thac wee 
wut belecue the pardon of our ſioves abſolure- 
ly without reſpect of workes, burthat hee re- 


quires the condition ot wr ng ork re- 
pentance, as W waſlon is | 
ES = that wr -rmaar | 
plainly, whereby thepointsof | 
Yee obs buta beginnig 
ment of faith, and therefore not fufficie: | 
vnleſſe we goeturther and apply the get 
God to our ſclucs by faith wirhdurt 
ſpett of any condition rmed Vh'mans 
parre. Indeed I grauntthar the trueth ofcor- 
verfionand other workes ateby himmentio- 
ned afterwarde, but that was for this endeto 


ſhewe how any man may baue aſcnſible and 
cuident 
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cuident a—_ by workes , as fruits of the 
pardon of his owne linnes & lite euctlaſting, 

unpanp * Fic Grfh ooid 
Argument. 3. S.lohnapenned his firſt epilile 
that be might ſhewe unto the Church of God 
a way how they might ordinarily and fully be 
er pada life: 
therefore he affordeth vs many pregrtant 
teſtimonics for this (e. 1. * Wiht$, And 
by this we know that we have knowen bim gf wee 
keepe his commandements. And v.y, Hee which 
keepes his wordjn bim is the word of Godtruety 
accompliped: by this wee know that wee axe in 
him. cap.3.10. By this are manifeſt the children 
of God andthe children of the atvill. And v.1g. 
By this ve know that we are of the tructh, and 
before bim ve ſhallmake our hearts confident. 
cap. 4.13. By this we know that we dvellin him 
and hee in vs, becauſe h: hath given vs of his 
ſpirit. cap.y.2.Bythis voce knowe that we love 
the ſonnes of God, when we love god and keepe 
his commandements. vecl. 13. 1 beve written 
"s vato you vohich beleeve in the 


theſe thi 
 ſonne of God, that yee may knowve 


name of t 
that you hae life eternall Tothele teſtimonics 
firſt of all anſwere ismade that none of them 
doeneceſarily imply a certentic of divine faiths 
becauſe wee are ſaide tro knowe the thinges 

H 3 which 
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which wee learne by conicftures. Behoſde a 
{Jy and pooreſhifte. Saint Toho faicth, cap. 1. 
yerl. 4. Theſe, things wore worite 'nre you 


that your joy my be fi alpcerddtr yen 
Gehry Got age rn 

this 
confidence and bolkneſſe i ni brg rk 6 


3. V-19, 21. apd therefore it car tor but in- 
chidean infalhble certemy : : avdroppt itout of 
queſtion jhat the kivwladge c here tnentioned 
isthe k10wledge of divine faith, or as unfalli- 
ble asirisorcanbe, , t2Bded cp. 14.16. 4nd 
v/vee Dave knowvon ind belteved the love 
wobich Gol hath tovoardes 35: Secondly it 
is anſweted , rhat' all mylar wen are 

rall andnot coodetning c RY PIE 

is falſe: for whenSaitt rigor ran ack 
hee of himfelfeand indudes thereſt of 
the Church in the fame condition with him- 
ſclfe. Now hee himſdfe was fully aſſured of 
his owne faluation. For Chriſt a line before 
his > ome of the worlde , —_— 
all his jars ark dy tenewing the 

of life cue agar ureber niſin = 
rite unto them; rly by praying antot 
father for their Final Acdric ſo as 
could not but be fully reſulucd ot their happye- 
ſtare bothinthislife andinthelifero come. 


Argument. 


of Com [cigne. ug 
I txtwhent." 4. Abrahams faithwabatulb 
anyrarty war pre eyes 
of hisiv-an cxample, prapounded. wig. ws ac+ 
cording to which we are to belccuctand ther: 
fore hee is called the fatkby of the ſarohfollover, 
16. and Paul bauing (a downe the nature and 
eftectes of his faithlaith, it ywes 3h rethen mit 
onely for him but alſo for 1s wubich belecwe, 
v; 22. It is obi tha Abrahams fatth vas 
pac of falyation but it concerved his iſſue. in his 
olde age as Paul faieth, po 
tf make 
[2 Many nations: acc wo 
wubich vas ffoken, So ſhall thy ſeras be; Am. 
fever, Wee mult diſtinguiſh a ry 
faith, which is cither princ;pell or leſſe prince» 
pall. Principall, is So Chriſt writt hieker 
nefites: lefſe principall arc other lefſe and par 


ticular benefites obtained by Chriſt. Asof A- 


brahams faith the obieC lefle principall- was 
acarnall ſcede or iſſue: and the principall ob- 
ict moſt of all reſpeted as the foundati- 
on of all other blefsings , was the blefferd 
ſeede Chriſt Teſts. Galart.3. v.16. To Abre- 
ham and his ſeede were the promi fes mad. 
Hee ſaith not, Andto the ſeeds as of many. but, 
[Sl , ; 


4 .* and 


- 


10 A Treatiſe 
andes thy — Andy. 
Jhen Abrahams ſeed Thus 
i lope thr was agither promiſed nor 
err) rear 
pear arr. tvs rr 
ed 

for 


the { premman._anigwne”——. >> 
ons of the Papiſtes. Obie. 1. Tobbecing a 

tous Man wanted certenty of grace in 
lum ſdfc. Iob.9.v.20. If 1 vuoulde inffific my 
ſelfe, mine orone mouth ſnall condenuwe me: 
if 1 vwonlde be perfet? , be ſnail indge me wic- 
ted: thangh 1 vuere perfett, yet my ſonle Pall \ 


wot knowue it . Againc ver(.28. 1 am affaidef 
«hi my workes, knowvine that thou wilt not | 
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judge me innocent. Anſwer. Bildad inthe for- 
merchapter had cxtolled the juſtice of God: 8& 
Tob in this chapter giues aſſent thereto, fay- \ * 
ing verl: 2. / knovve verely it is ſo: and hee | 
likewiſe ſpendes the whole chapter in mag- 
nifying the iuſtice of God: and having pro- 
Thus His ed this cnde of his (pecch, hee dothnot = 
rome vn- ſpeake of him (elfe and his owne eftate* ſim- | 
derftands ply,abitis conſidered init clfe: busashe cſtee-— | 
mes medhimlelfe being compared with God, ſpe- 
cially then, when hee cmereth intoa ſtraight 


examination of his creature . And ſo muſt 
the 


EE 
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the ſpeachbe vwnderſtoode, jf lowers porfarh,; 
ay ſoule ſoonld net knovv it , tharis, Forilknou 
acknowledge or ſtand any rightcouſocs 
of minc owne,when God ſhalcater mo 1 
ment with me. And thus mach the very Ele 
in obheauen,andthere- 
not but ſay when they are compared wi 
Againe, the words according to the originall, 
are commonty of all and ſomay well be tranſh- 
ted thus, Am Iperfet? 
abborre my life : that is, if I thinke my ſelfe per- 
fe, I have no reſpet of mine owne ſoule: or 
thus,l am perfeft in reſpetotyou; and I know 
not my ſoule , and I abhorre my lite, namely m 
relpeR of mine owne vprightnes. Andrhe o- 
cher place is thus to bc I feare al my 


ſorrawes,and notall my works: for this is flata- 


gainſt the Hebructexr, and Popiſh rranſkroers 
them(clues follow it nor. 

ObicR. 2. Eccles.c.9. Man knowes not whe- 
ther he be worthy of lone or hatred For al thine: 
are kept vncerten tillthe time to come. An fwey. 
Heſt I Gay the tranſlation isnot righethe vwords 
are ——— 1 —_— 
man knoveth lone or hatred, allt are before 
them As for thee Leckaednoee 
certen till the tinge tocome) arethruſt intoche 

rext 


: 1 know not my ſaule, 


- 
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4 text by head and ſhoulders; arid Hierome hatli, 
themnor. Secondly I anſwer, that the H.Ghoſt 
doth not denie ſimply the knowledge of Gods: 
louc or hatred, as h there could be no) 
cerien affurance of it in-this life. If we vnder-- 
ſtand the words thus, then the argument ofthe 
boly Ghoſt mult be framedon this manner. If 
loue or hatred were to be knowne, then it mult 
beknowne by the outward bleings cfGod:. 
but it cannot be knowne by the qutward bleſ- 
fings of God, for all things corpe-alike toall: 
therefore loue and hatred canuortbe knowne. | 
The propolis is falſe. For loue may be known 
etherwaes thenby outward benefits:andthere- 
fore the reaſon is not mecte tobeaſcribed tothe 

ricoftruth, VV herefore the trucand proper 
of the words is,that loue or hatred cannot 
beiudgedor diſcerned by outward bleſsings of 

+ Gad.S. Bcrnard (peaksofthis text on this man- 

, ner,gthat no man knowesloue or hatred, namely 
by himſclfe:yerthar God giues moſtcerren teſt1- 
monies thereofro men vpon cartb. And ſerm.5. 

a& Decbc, his wordsare tele i bo knowes if he 

be worthie lone or hatred? who knowes the minde 

of the Lord Here both faith truth muſt needs | 

helpe vs,that that which is biden inthe beart 

of the father may be revealed unto vs by the ſpi- 
rit.and his ſpirit gining teft imonie per ſirvades 
our 


i 
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07 {9m we are the ſornnes of God and'rhiy , 
per ſwaſion 13 cau ey ng andin 
us ufrehbya by fark, AndS. Hicrome(thoughco- yjerome 
abuſed to the coutraric) faith no more on this 
—_ men cannot knaw love or hatred by P'*** 
the preſent afflitions which they ſuffer,becanſe. 
they know not whether they ſuffer Gee 
rriall or for puniſhment. 
Obie.3 1. Cor. 4.1 iuage not my ſelfe, know 
nothing by ny ſelfe. Here es - 
victo his owneſtate,refuſerh Sn” 
ment oſhis owne re nn Anſw oſs. frm is ma- 
niteſt by the words of thiscpiſtle,thar certainc in 
yas boldy morcthen wiſely, cenſured the 
Qottheminſiy ofochertes fem Ther 
=s of 
cet —— gocsabout —_— 
A eforhi { is 
——_ and the \ ſpeaing raw God, 
but onely of his miniſterie and the excellencie 
thereof. Andthisis thei of Theodo- 
ret, Aquinas,avd Lira yponthis text. And when =» 
he Gi, 1 indge not my ſelfe , hismeaping is, I 


take not ypon me EE ens 
price my e Gcd, in reſpeft 


of the miniſterie of this or cher (an: tur! 
leaue all roGod. Here then Pjul refulcth onc+ 


ſy to give judgement of the — 
$ 


g_—— -- 
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biszowa=muiuilterie, andin other caſes he refu- 
(<dnotraiuJzehim'dfeas when he fgid, 7 hays 


fonght 4 9324 þ7ht 1 haze kepe the faith , hence- 
forth '2 id ug for me: the dale xo ny 


neqwhichthe Lordthe righteows indge ſoalſgine 


awe.z.Tim.4$. And on this place 
(ach, that Paul refuſed to iudge himlelte noe 


fimply,bur oadly for this cnd-,that he might re- 
ſtraine othecs and teach them mudsſtic. And 
where Paul faith, / know nothing by my ſelfehe 
ſpeachis not gencrall, but muſt be vaderitoode 
ofnegli and offences in the compalle of 
bis muultcry.For he was priuic to himſcite thac 
in ſinplicinc andgodly purenes, he had his con- 


ucrianon inthe w Cor.1,1z and ke knew { 


this by himſdfe, thatnothing ſhould ſcuer him 
trom the lauc of Gadin Chriſt. Rom.$.38. 

' Obie. 4. That we may bciuſtificd there is 
ſomewhat required of vs, namely faith andre- 

: and wherethcſe are wantinga man 

cannot be iuſtifizd. Now noman can becerten 
by the cerrntic of faith, thar he repents of his 
finncs with all his hzart, anJ that he hath ſuch a 
faith, GoJrequiresatour hands, conſideri 
there is noteſtimonic inthe word of our fait 
and repentance in particular. Therefore no man 
can becerten by cercentic of faith, that his ſinnes 
arepardoacd. Anſwer, It isnotnecellarie that 


6] 
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of Conſcience. - 
ny manſhouldbe certen by fakthothis faith and 
repentance; becauſe faith is 6nely of ſuck thi 
abate ned radars ob gums 
truly preſencin repetf, 
it ſhaſſbe fulficientif a man may avy way bevi- 
faftibly certen that he hath chum. And thou 
Þclctve , 'yer he that hath rye faith 3 
'knowes that he hath true faith, encn ascerter 
as he that vnderſlards krowes that he v 
ſtands. Payl faith to the Corinthians, PPovie 
Jour ſees veherber ye be inthe faith or nog. 
Cor. 13.5. hereby giving them to voderſlakd 
that all w hich bdecue, have thefpirit of difcet- 
nirg, to know certenly that they doe beleeut. 
-Againe he faith of hinaſelfe, 2.Tim.1.12. /kwowe 
* heme] haze be/cened. Ard Saint Tohn faih;n. 
eP. 3. 2.4. By this we know that he dwells tn 15by 
the ſtirit which he hath ginen 4/5,makirgno 
on of it, but that he which hath the Parr 
knowes thathe hath the ſame. Ard tcſltmenies 
of men arenor wantiug this caſe. Anguſtiwe. ,_ 4 , 
® Ewery one ſeeth faith tobe in hixoune heart if ae Tria.s. 
be beleeme: if not fhe ſeeth it ro be vyanting. A- 
Ba ne, *A beleener ſeeth his onne farth by which * epiſ}.112, 
e anfwereth that he beleeneth without denbr. 
And, * He n hich leneth his brother, mere know- © 54 3. a 
eth the lexe nhereby he (eneth, then his brother Trn.c8. 


wheme 
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: phome he louth. Againe whereas itis aid that 
{ 


+ qo yet. we know not whether itbe 
Jutficicat or no; I anſwear that faith beeing 
without hypocrific, is ſufficient to Gluation 
itbc imperfet. God more reſpeftsthe 
of our faith, then the ent 
Apdasthc hand of the child or of the pallie man 
though it be feeble, is able roreachouritſelſe 
ad recciue an alres of a prince; ſo the faith 
bat is but weake, 1s able to apprehend and | 
Jeceive Chriſt wichal his benefits. 
Ry Obie&. F- Prov.28. Bleſſed rs the man that 
 feareth a/vuaics. Phil. 2. W orke your ſalvation 
with feare and trembling. Anſwer. There isa 
ghreefold feate,onc of nararegthe (ccod of grace, 
the third of d&f/rut. Feare of nature is that 
whereby the nature of man 1s troubled with a- 
ay thing that ishurtfull vnto it, and therefore a+ 
upidcth i. Feare of grace, is that excelleotgif 
whichis calledthe begrnning of wi/dome, and it 
is a cerraine awe or reverence yato God, in 
whole preſence we doe whatſocuer we doe. 
Torr pat yr meer 
ers of God for their c 
hauc no hope of mercie. Ofthele three, the firl} 
wasgood by creation,andtherforcit wasinout 
Sauiour Chriſt, but ſince thefallit isdefeQtive. 
The thirdisa yieccalled (lauiſh feare. Andthe 


ſec 
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ſecond is that which is commanded in theſe 
and the like 'places of Scriptute; che intent 
whereot is to-make vs ci and feare- 
full, leaſt we ſhould offend God by any fine, 
our owne weakneſſe conſidered, and the in- 
vinsible nidgetpents of God.- And this kinde 
of feate ; 25''alfo- the 'firſt,' may gry 
ectrenti of faich . Rom. 11. Th 
farth, be not high meinaed but waa PAl. 2. 
Serne the Lovd in feare  indreionce intrem- 
bling. ns 
b ObieQ.6, Whete there is no word, there is 
6o faith; For faith andthe word of God bere- 
Hatives.But there is no word of Ged that faithto 
——_—_ Cornelius; or Peter, _ 
thy ſinnes ate pardoned , excepting-u: 
Therefore there is no'parricitar faith. 4nſew. 

there be no word (et downe in Scrip- 
ture rouching the ſaluation of this or that par- 
ticular man, yet theres ſer downe that which 
is equivalent to zparticular word, and as mach 
in cf. For the promiſe of temifion offidnes | 
and fe cucrlaſting, is given with acommaun- | 
dement that eutry man * applie-ihe promiſe * Reade | 
to himſelfe ;'as I have belote prooucd: and Famer {= 
this is alrogether asmuch as if c mans Par- _—_ 
ticular name had berne put in the promiſe. 

I adde 


os 70g me a. —_—— 


and/$s 
I may fay)particularized tothe members of ric 


Aanch, is-þy the veriue of Gods ordinance 
anuh > if God him had givenchepro- 

pacticularly,and anoewedraens names viuo 
kIeis uccherpayercd chat thepromile of re- 
go meas fajgh &reponaner, which 
{regret Fre rarer 
leeucth and tepaurth, knowerh that be doth 


certcaly bolecueapdrepem. . 
\ Obie 7: Tobdecue the pardon of amans 
 ownelinnes, isgancofthearndes of faith, pra- 
pquaded in a3y Creede either of the Apolites, 
. « eryhe Niccue fachers, or Athanaſtus, or any 6- 
. * ther Creede, Av/ver. This faith iscontained 
* ynderthele words, / beleene rem [310n of ſauney: 
endIprooucis thus. Theſe words — 


. . 
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ly turnes the woomed _ tauour 10- 
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of Chriſtian faith, and thereforerhey muſtia 
ſenſe containe morethenthe deuill doth or can 
belceue: nowe thedeuill belecucth thus much, 
that Godgiues remulsio i6 of fines to his Church: 


more ia this point , then | 
leeue, ler them takeir ro themnſelues. But they 
i further, tha if there were any ſucha- 


repli 
hw c_ —_—_— baecue, 
are it t r COM» 
mit morctall ſnne , whi nn——_ 
Anfuver. He that belecues the pardon of his 
owne ſinnes by true faith, hath the (pirir of God 
in him, and a conſtant purpoſe not to finnea- 
prick Coen Rage, 
pe are yrs mere ers 
dwealleth in him. Bur ifit ſo fall ourzbarthe child 
of God be overtaken with any aftual firmcghen 
his caſe ſtandeth thus. He bach by his fall woun- 
ded his conſcience, weakned his faith, bercaued 
hinſelfe of Gods favour as muchas in hiralicth, 
made himlcife guikic of a fine and worthie 
ofdamnation : and God for his part according- 


19 


Obie&.$. Inreſpetof God, whoistruthit 
ſclfe, we are to belecue the promiſe in partic- 
lar:ycrif we reſpeft our owne vnworthunesand 
indiſpoſition , weare to feare and in ſome part 
to doubr. For the promiſe of remiſsion of ſinnes 
isnot abſolute, but depends yponthe condition 
of our workes. Therctore our certentie is one- 
ly coniefturall. Anſwer. I anſwer firſt that in 
reſpect of our owne vaworthines, wearenot 
to doubt —_ ſalvation, but be out of all 
doubt, yca to diſpaire before the iudgement 
ſcate of God. For they which are ofthe workes 


of the lawe, are vnder che curſe, Gal.3.10. and. 
| Paul 
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PG rs DE 
am 1 not inftified, 1 Cor.4..4. Danid being 
out ofall doubt of his owne deſerued damnatt- 
on in regard of his -—— trwegr boy 

, Enter not into indgement with thy ſer- 
= 0 Lord, Gor weft eff thy 
. Againethie conſiderationof any ynwor- 

nes in our ger 1 97enY reſoluri- 
on in Chriſt, Fortrue 
Fro guns. makes an A wnc3moge. An God wvith bold- 
mes, ( I lay with boldnes)cuen for thoſe perſons 
thatare vaworthy in themſelues,Eph.4.12.And 
Abraham (whoſe faith is tobe followed of vs) 
did not the conſideration of his olde de- 
caicd bodie, reſt himſelfe with barc hope vp- 
on alikclihood of the accompliſhment of Gods 
promiſe, but he beleewed vnatr hope twen 4- 
garnit hope, Rom. 4.18. Laſtly I anſwearthat 
the of the former obieCtion is crro- 
nious, namely thatthe promiſe of faloation de- 
pends on the condition of our workes: becauſe 
the Sctiprure faith, itismadeand accompliſhed 
on mans part freely. T graunt indeede that ro the 
promiſe there is annexcd acondition of faith: 
yet faith here muſt not be conſidered as a 
worke, bur as an inſirument apprehending 
Chriſt with his benefits: and withall repentance 
withthe fruits thercofate on our part required, 
| I 2 yet 
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yernootherwile bur as they areneceſkaric con- 
—_— of faith, and the fignes and documents 
ther 


Obieft. 9. No man knowes all his finncs: 
no man therefore cat) certenly know that all 
his ſinnes are pardoned, and that he is accepted 
of God. Anſwer. The ground of this 
ment is falſe : namely that a man cannot be | 
redofthe pardon of his fines, if ſome ofthem 
be vaknowne. And to make this manifeſt, I will 
hay downea morecerten ground, which ſhal be | 
this. As the calc is inRepentance, ſoitisalſoin 
faith:but there may be true and ſufficient repen- | 

{ 
| 
| 
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tance of ynknowne (innes. God indeede requires 
a particular repentance for particular knowne 
finnes; bur ifthey be hidden and vnknowne, he 
accepts a generall r wher- 
of we hauc in Dauid, ho knows, faith hethe ex. 
rowrs of this Life? them purge me frommy ſecret 
ſaoxes.Ifthis were not ſo,ncither Dauidnor any 
mane could be faucd. For when Dauidr 

_— of his murder andadulterie, yet we 

not 


he repented parti | 
lygamic: ch ra lo ade rants 
ps er es _ ve 
reputcd to be any {inge; ſpecially in the perſon 
ofa king : and yet becauſe(as we know) he isfa- 
ued, this yery finne is pardoned. Therefore 


when 


of Conſcience. ol 
when Godpardons the knowne finnes of men, 
whereof they repent, he doth withall pardon 
the reſt that are vnknowne. And by thus itap- 
pearcsthatthe ignorance of ſome hidden finnes, 
afrer a man with diligence hath ſearched him- 
elte, cannorpreiudice an vnfallible aſſurance of 
the pardon of them all and of his owne falua- 
ion. 

Obic4. ro. Wepray forthe pardon ofour 
ownelinnes, and therefore weare vncerten of 
pardon : che mi which knowsthart he hath par- 
don,ncednot pray for ic. I a#ſwer firſt, when we 
are taught b Chibapptrcbe fooginmes 
four debts, weareputinmindnotto ſeek the 
pardon ofal out per preſeng 
bur ſpecially of our daily offences 
whereby we make out ſeluesday by day guilty, 
till — by 62s ſclues and re+ 
pent . Sec y this perition weare 
taught to aske the increaſe of our allurance; be+ 
cauſe though God beſtow cndles mercie on vs, 

we are skant in recciuing of it: our hearts 
hav like anarrow necked yeſſell, which be 
CC CTC_T—— 
water droppe. 

Obic&t. i. No man can beleeue his owne 
faluation, as he bdecues the articles of faith : 
therefore no man can belecue the PRo__ 

I 3 is 
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his fuanes and his faluation by arinfallible cer- 
remtic. I a»ſwer, firſt that cuery one that lookes 
for ſaluatien by Chriſt, is bound in conſcience 
ascertenly to belecue his owne (aluation and a- 


dopnon by Chrilt, as hebelecuesthearticles of 
\ 


faich; becauſe to thepromiſe of life there is an- 
nexed acommandement to belecue and apple 
it. Secondly, this faith whereby we areto be- 
lecuc our owneſaluation, if we reſpe the rue 
and proper nature thercof, is as certenas that 
fach whereby we belecue the articles of faith. 
Thirdly, asthcre be diucrs ages inthe life ofmai, 
ſothere be divers degreesand meaſures of true 
faich. There is firſt of all a beginning ar radi 
ment of faith, like the ſmoking flaxe and bra- 
fſedreeae,which Chriſt will neither hnor 
bruiſe. Againe there is weake fa;th,which belec- 
ucth the pronuſe truly, but yerisx with 
many doubtings. Laſtly, there 1s ſtrong faith, 
which hath oucrcome all doubtings, and is not 
onely for nature certen, but alſo alarge 8& plen- 
tifully perſwaſio of Gods mercy in Chriſt, Exa- 
ples of chis we hae in Abraha, Dauid, the mar- 
tyrs,& ſuch like worthie me. Now by the ſecod 
faith, men doas certenty beleeue their adoption 
as the articles, but not ſo firmely & fully. But by 
the laſt, remiſſion of ſinnes is not only as certen- 
iy but alſo as fully belecued as any arricle of faith. 
ObicQ.12. 


: 
LL 
! 
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ObicQt.42. Ancient fathers the lights ofGods 
Church, baue alwaics condemancd thus vntal- 
lible & ſpecial certcnric of faich, which the Pro- 
teſtants hold and maintaine. A»ſw.Though we 
build not the doCtrine ofour religion vpon the 
indgements of men, yet we rcfuſe not in this 
& other points to be tried by the fathers, whole 
writings well voderftoodey make morefor vs, 
chen for the Popiſh religion. And their reſtimo- 
nies commonly alledged toconture the certen- 
ticof ſpecial fth,are much abuſed. 1. Many of 
them (cru ro proove,thataman cinot iudge & 
diſcerneot eyery particular motion & grace of 
his heart, ofthe increaſe of theſe graces, andthe 
contraric decreaſe: of ſpeciall vices and wants, 
many whereof are hidden fromthe vnderſtan- 
ding. Theodotetin hiscomment. 1. Cor. c. 4. / 


will not (Guth he) free my ſelfe from ſinne, but 7 *0deret 


wait the ſentence of Godfor it often fals out that 
men (one of ignorance, and thinke that tobe e- 
qual and inſt which the Godof all ſees tobe ather- 
wiſe. .de verbis dci.ſerm.23.Peraduztare 


thos finds nothing in thy con ſcience: but be fuds a__ 
ſomerbing that ſeeth better. And von Plal. 41. (ms. 


1 knovve that the iuftice of my God ſpallabide, 
but wohether mine ſhall or no I knovye not : 
for the ſaying of the Apoſtle terrificth me, 
He wubich thimks he ſtands , let him take b:ede 

I + leait 
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lexit be fall Here he ſpeakes of his inward righ- 
rcouſnes, and that as it isconlidered init felfe 
without the aliſtance of God. For he addes af- 
rerward , Therefore becauſe there is no ſtabils- 
1ze 18 ne for my ſelft, nor hope in me for my ſelf, 
brieugon my ſoult is troubled for my ſelfe.Chry- 
ConſeP 's- ſoft. homit. 87. on John. 7 amgrieacdleaft per- 
Jon, =4duentare ſuppofing wy ſelfe to lou , abe not 
1 
| lone as before: nhen 1 ſeemed conftant andcou- 
rYagions unto my ſtlfe; Ines found but 4 deft ara. 
Theſe$cathoulandlike reflimoniesprodue no- 
thing. For thoughamieannorfully diſcern his 
hearr,cither in reſpeof his own finns, or inre- 
ſpcR of cuery grace, yetthis hinders not bur that 
he may have aninfallible certentic of his faluat- 
on,and allo a ſufficient gift to diſcernehis owne 
faichand . HI. Other places muſt be 
vnderſtood ofproud prefaunption,& of a kinde 
of ſecuritic, in which mendreame of cafe and 
bertic without trouble artemptarion. guſt. 
HH decarrep. &-grat. c. 13:#boof allthy companig 
Grat.c.13. of the fas 4s long as he lines in this mortall 
, cam pre ſure thas he is of the nannber 
of the predeitinate? Ara, De bono perſevee:22. 
No man can be ſecure toachivyerernall life, till 
this life be ended Bernard. epilt. 1077. Haning 
nouve receined the brim ſelf? in 


part he may rejoyce in hope hut wat tov foenrity «: 
| | _ 


wi” 
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gev. Hicron. Dan. 4. Let noman boldly promiſe 
fo another the pardon of bir avnes. 111. Some 
placesauouch thatamancan not be lure of per- 
ſcucranceto the cad withour falls and decaycs 
in grace: all which we graunr. Auguſt. de vie. 
ati li.n.c.12. Although the ſaints be * certen of 
the reward of therr per ſeverance, yet they are *marke ;r 
founde to be ncerten of the per ſeverance.it "*'* 
fſelfe : for rouhat. man can knovve that hee 
ſhall per ſevere in the prattiſe and increaſe 
of righteow ſme wvnto the end, except bebe 


ured of it by ſome revelation. IV. Some _ 
muſt be underſtoode of experimental) 
certenty,when the event isaccompliſhed, Hie- 
ronym. booke 2. againſt Pelagians. Ca/lno man 
difed beftrs tb le es thee a <008 
lroe here oe are in the fight, andas lone 
43 roee ave in the fight woe hae no certow 
viffory.: V. Some places ſpeakes of the uncer- 
Jgyreragets un nr 
latch, we crew proveance of women 
his end that hee ſhall be in the glory of the ++ 
held. Angaff.1ih ae Per ſever. 13; Mew ave wot 
uvinh any eerern afſeveration to avench that 


orbery below vorhi VI. Some 
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goriag# bereas you aatde in your epiſiles thigh yew 
willbe earneft with metill 1 write; thatinhath. 
bene maat knowen nome that yehr ſannes are 
forgiven you bane required s hard and ungrofs- 
rable thing. Has de, becauſe F am uwirverthy to 
wwhome arevelation ſwouldbe made: V nprofs- 
table becauſe you mutt not be miace ſeeure tow- 
ching your [inneswvnle(ſe it be inthe lait day of 
your life, for then you ſhould not be able to be- 
waile the ſam? ſmnes.” V I. Someplaces de- 
nicumto man thatcertentic which is proper to 
Gad, which is, todiſcernein himſelte altthi 
ta come plainly as they ſhal come topaſke wi 
out bclpe of teſtimonies and outward fignes . 
Bernacd. ſerm.1.de Septuagel.y hocaw ſay,/ avs 
of the elet?? Tam of the predeſtinaze ta life? 
certenly we have none «3 yet butthe affiance of 
our bope comforteth 13. Conferve theſe wordes 
withtho(e that follow, wr cauſe certaine 
s andmanifeſt tokens of ſalvation are v1- 
ng ns. athing = of dowbt that be 
is tu the number of the elec? in wrohome theſe 


ſoenes are. 
Thus I hauc in ſame part made manifeſt that 
an unfallible certenty ot pardon of (nne and life 
cucilaſting isthe of cuery renued con- 
ſcience. therefore I will proceede further 
ASAT ooh 
prin 
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printed in the cooſcience. The principall agene 
and beginner thereof is the Holy qhoſtinghe. 

divine light: and the inſtrument in this a- 
Qion is the miniſtery ofthe goſpel wherby the 
worde of life is applyed — 2» antery vn 
hepatnccunrylnanr, And bircenenticis 
by —— —_—_— _ 

ing or practi ime in t 
tbedain —_ 

Emery one that beleenes j3 the childof God: 
But 1 abe beleeve, | 
- Therefore] amthe child of God. 

The propoſition is made by the miniſter of 
the worde in the publike congregation: and 
it is nothing elſe but the promiſe of ercrnall 
life applyed co the particular hearer. The (&xond 
part or the aſſumption is the yoice of conſ- 
cnce regenerate or the voice of Gods (pirite in 
the lame. Now Papiſtes write and anouch 
that the aſſumpon is falſe: bus the reaſons 
which they uſe to proouc the ſame, are of ſmall 
moment. Firſt theyalledge, that many are de- 
ccied in their perſwaſions, thinking they haue 
that which they hauc not: I anſwere againe 
that many doc falſely preſume of Gads mer- 
Ys and imagine they have that faith which 

y haue not; andiu all ſuch the aſſumption 
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isfalſe: yetinallthemthatarechoſento (aluari- 


on and truely called, itis vnfallibly true. For 
fach as haue recciued the gift of rcue faith, have 


alſo another gift of diſcerning fo 
ES err res tag 


Acd that Ieremy faicth, ry. 9. The heart is de- 
ceitfull endrryicked above allthings, my can 
knovve it? Burthe intent of this 

my thay hoetendayare” om 
very bottome, to ſce all and every wan jnfir- 
mine, and wicked incliaation that is thercin. 
For originall fiane wherewith the hearr ofman 
is tainted, i3 a proneneſſe or diſpoſition to all 
the ſinnes that are or may be. Andthough mcn 
can not diſceroe all their ſhnnes, yer many of 
ROY knowen: why tay not then 
any of the graces of God be cettenly known, 
hecidly thoſe which be of the principal, as 
faich, (anification, repemance. Againe it isal- 
;chat Peter beleeuedtharhe wasablc to 
wnehis life for Chriſts fake ,and yer in- 
dnkemanotstheomm dedared, for _ 

the time came he denyed Chriſt , 4»ſov. 
terat this time was but weake in faith, and hee 
was much carried away witha confidence of 
his owne , which made him ſpeake 
theſe wordes : and though he 
failed in this one particular ation, yer failed hee 
not 


— 
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2ot inthe principall, thatis, ip the perſwaſon 
of the pardon of his owne ſinnesand of life &- 
verlaſting.In a word,itiscerten that many pet- 
(wade them-ſclues of Gods mercy, and yerare 
deceived: neverthdefle all ſuch as doe truly be- 
|-cue are not deceived. The bolyghoſt making 
them to ſee that inthemſclues which by pature 
they cannot diſcerne,asPaul ſignified, when he 
caid 1 peakethe ruth, Ilienot, my conſcience 
bearing me witnelle by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 
9.y-1+ 

Againe the (ame teſtimony is giuen other- 
wiſe thus 
 Swcry child of Goa hath the par aow of bis 
ſaxnes,fairh Gods word. 
But 1 avs Gods chicd: and therefore heve 
the parden of wy ſcnnes, Gairh the re- 
i red 


er andtbe ſacraments. Now tray deman- 
ded how a bodily element, as Þ Wa- 


yon 
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| ther wethinke onir ot not, whether we ſleepe 
| I 
reaſoning in (yllogilme the 
nab. good confers the® me dunno beck 
the outwarde (ligne in the ſacrament . By rneans 
of which ſllogiſme the Ghoſt mooucs 
and ſtirres the mind, yeacheriſheth and increa- 
Hee which v ſeth the elements eright hall 
receive the prones ſes: 

But 1 door Thane uſedthe elements aright. 

Therefore I ſhall receive the promiſes. 
Whercaspreſumption and the illufion of Sa- 
tan will as well tell a man that he is the childe of 
God, as the true teſtimony of CcOn- 
ſcienceghe way to put di them 
| 1s this, I. Preſumption is naturall and from 
| —_ oe 
| cience is ſupernaturall. I I. Preſumption is 
inthem that make no account of the ordinarie 
meanes of (aluation. This teſtimony comes 
by the reverent and carcfull hearing of Gods 
worde . ITI. Prefumption is in ther that 
uſe not to call on thename of God: butthis te- 
ſtimony of conſcience is ioyned with the ſpi- 
rite of adoption which isthe ſpirite ot prayer. 
TV. Preſumprion is ioyned with looſenefle of 
life, this teſtimony brings with it —_ an 
PPY 
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of Conſcience. W - 
lf goo dcoutienes hrbliocaree keeps 
good conlciencein all things. V. Preſumpn- 
on is without doubting: w the teſtimony 
of conſcience is mingled with rhanifold doub- 
rings. Mar. 9.24. Luc. mm 0- 
—_— = Edrabm Pre- 
ſuxyprion wi a man inthe time 
/ of ine dint houre =o —_ 
teſtimony conſcief ſtickes by him 
tothe cnd , andeuen makeshim ſay, Lord re- 
member now how I have wualked before thee in 
truth and hane done that which is acceptable in 
thy ſrebe.[(ai.38.1. 
e dunes of conſcience regenerateare two! 5 , oF:1.« 
in ſpecial maner to giue teſtimony, & to excuſe. duties + 
The ſpeciall thing of which conſcience gines '*5*"" * * 
teſtimony is, that weeare the children of Grd ' 
predeſtinate to life eucrlaſting. And that = 
peares by theſe reaſons. I Rom.$.16. The {pi:'r 
of God witneſſcth togither with oar ſpirit that 
wee ate the ſonnes of God, Now the firit of 
man here mentionedis the mind or conſcience 
renued & ſanfified.To this purpoſe ſaith Tohn, 
He that beleeneth hath a witnes in himſelfe. r. 
Tob.5.10.II. That which gods fpiritdoth teſt: fy 
to the conſcience,the coſcience can again teltifie 


to vs:but Gods ſpirit doth teflity tothe colciece * 
of 
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of aman regeneratethathe isthe child of God, * 
1. Cor.2.12. Therefore theconſdenceallodoth | 
che ſame. III, Hee which is iuſtified hath 
pum Now there can 
no pcace in conſcience, till it tell the man 
which is iuſtificd that he is indeed iuſtified. I 'V. 
That which che conſcience may know certen- 
ly,it may teſtific: but conſcience may know cer- 
cenly without revelationghe mans cleftion,and 
adoption, as I haue before prooued: therefore 
itisable to giue teſtimony of theſe. 
Frey nm conſcience giueth te- 
ficnony of acertaine kinde of ri 
rable companion thetcof: and 
for _ tis called of ſome the righteou/* 
weſſe of agood conſcience. Now 
Cee ding deburnaſnctcanc} nd 
conſtant purpolc —— endeauouranlwerable 
thertonottoſinne in anything, butioallth 
whatſocuer topleaſe God and doe his wil. H 
1 ys —_— vs: for uvee are aſſaredthat woe 
conſcience in all thinges defaring ts 
ra xok 2. Cor.1.12. Our reiojcing i this, 
the teftimuony of our conſcience, that in 


——__ purene(ſe andnot in fleſoly mi we 
have bad tur comver ſation is the worlde. 
Corp Hlaonatig brag f Ufe. Ilai. 38. 


2. Lordremember nox how I bane Ig. 1 
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thee with an opright heart, and bave avne that 
which is acceptable in thy ſight. 


[addethis clauſe, in all things , becauſe thar 
obcdience which is the ſigne or fruite of good 
conſcience of which alſo1t gines teſtimonic is 
nenicrall , ſhewiog it ſclfe in all and eucry com- 
mandement of God. Philoſophers haue (aide 
that Tuſtice is univerſall, becauſe he which hath 
ithath all vertyes. But itis more truely ſaide of 
this chriſtia righteouſhes or #ew obedjexce that 
tt is vniuerſall, and that he which can performe 
true obedience in one commandemem candoe 
the Game in all. Aftes 23. 1. Men and brethren I 
hauc 12 all geod tom ſcience (erued God till this 
day.Pſal.119.6.Then ſhall I nat be confounded 
when I ſhall haue reſpe®t ro all thy commanade- 
ments. AQt.14.16.Inthe meane ſeafon Iendea- 
wonr ney (elfe or 3 ake pains to have a conſcience 
withoat offence fowerds God and t:wardes men. 

This ſhewes tharthere is agrear number of 
tnen profeſzing the Golpell that want good 
conſcience. For though they ſhewe themlelues 
very forwarde and willing to obey God it: ma+ 
ny things, yet in ſame one thing or other they 
will follow the (winge of their ovene' wills. Ma- 
hy are diligentrofrequet the place of gods wor- 
ſhip,to heare the word preached with liking,to 
recciue the ſacraments at times appointed, & ro 

K 1 approue 
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ofaby lebiaiowery ov 
mendablc, wenn I 
part howe from he. congregation. lay-in oft 


on this wanars,, Religiog ſtay thouhere a-the 
Churchdare cillthe nexr h. For if wes 
looke intothar private coneriauions, the go- 
EE 
ir part ulings,we ſhall wi {ce 
much diſdgdec and licle conſcience. Itisacomr 
mon prathſe oflick men when they make thei 
wills on their death beds;in the very firſt place 
to commend their bodics to the their 
ſoules to God that gaue themin hope of abcr- 
EET burak. 

terward they bequeath their goods gotten 
fraud,oppreliion,and forged Lav to che 
owne friends & children without making any 
recompence or ſatisfaftion. But alas this ſhould 
notbeſo: forobediencethat goes with good 
conlcience mult be performed to all godscqm- 
mandements withoutexception: andifitit be 
donebutto ſome alone, it is but counterfeit 0- 
bediece: & he that is guilty in one is guilty in alk 
As regenerate conſcience giues teſtimony of 
our new obedience : ſo it doeth alſo by cerraine 
ſ(wcer motios ſtirr men forwardrto performthe 
ſame Pſal.16.7 . myrernes [thatis, the mindand 
conſcience inlighued by the ſpirn of god]zeach 
me 
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we in the nich Tſai. 30:22. And thine 
cares pra nr ret aa ming; This 
is the way, walk ye m it when thou ro the 
right hand,c> wht thos tarneft tothe left. Now 
thus word is not only the yoiceof paſtors & rea- 
chervio the open miniftery, bur attoche voiceof 
renucd conſcience inwardly by many fecrer eb- 
rations {nibbuxg them har are abourcofinne. 
A chriſtian minor only a prieſt 8 apropher, 
buralo a ſpirimall king eutnin thislite: andthe 
Lord in mercy hath youchſafed him this honor 
that his coriſcience renued within: him ſtall be 
his ſolliacer ropurhiminmind ofall hisaffices 
anddutics which hee isco pertourme ro God: 
yea itis the coarroller ro fee all —_— in 
ocderinthe heart which is thetewopleand ha- 
biration ofthe holy ghoſt. fs 
Theſccond office of conſcience regenerate is 
roexce/e, that iz, tockcare & defend arnan cucn 
before God agamſt all hisenemies both bodily 
and = PGl.7.8.Iuage rhon me,O Lord, ac- 
cording to my righteou ſnes Cy accordene tomine 
snwocrsie in me. Again 26.1,2.ſudge me O Lord, 
for Ihave walkedin mine 1nno:cre,cyc. Prooue 
me,O0 Lord and trie me: examine myreines and 
my heart That the conſciencecan do thisgt tpe- 
cally appeares inthe conflit & combat made 
by it againſt the dewl; on this maner. 
K 2 The 
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The deuill begins and diſputes thus. Thon,O 
wretched man arta moſt finner:there- 
force thouart but a damned wretch. The confci- 
ence anſwereth and ſaith, I know that Chriſt 
harh madeaafatixaction for my ſirnes,aod freed 
me from damnation. Thedemll replyerh againe 
thus: Though Chriſt haue freed thee from 
death by his death : yer thou arr quite barred 
from heaucn becauſe thou nener c1ddeft fulfill 
thelawe. Thecooſtience anfwereth, Iknowe 
that Chriſt ismy and hath fulfil- 
led thelawe for me. Thirdly the deuill replics 
and/aith, Chriſts benefnes belong nocto thee, 
thou art but an hypocrite arid wanteſt faith. 
Now whenaman isdriucitothis ſtraight,ires 
neither wit, nor learning, atm 
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res Fe Codec God which boldly 
als eng ney" cot 
Andhoughitberthe office ofcouſcienceafter 
it is onceremacd principally to excuſe, yer doth 
k alſo in parraccule. VV hen Danid had niibred 
on his heart ſmote him. 2 Sam: 2.4.10; 
en ro «4d write bit« 
ar they him & mac? him e the 
.Ioba3.26. The 
_ whole man andthe yery conlci- 
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of Conſcience . 149 
ence is oncly in part regenerate , and therefore 
in ſome part remaines ſtill c 

N-ther muſt it ſeeme ſtrange that one and 
the lame conſcience ſhould both accuſe and ex- 
cule: becauſc it doth it notin one andthe ſame 
celpaR It excuſcth,in that itaſlureth aman thar 
his perſon ſtandes rightcuus before God, and 
thathe hath an indeauour inthegenerall courlc 
of his life ro pleaſe God: it accuſeth him tor his 
particular ſlippes, and for the wanes that be in 
bis good ahons. 

It any ſhalldemaund why Goddoth not per- 
feftly regenerate the conſcience and caule it on- 
ly ro excule, the anſwere is this.Goddoth it for 
the preventing of greater miſchuetes, VV ben 
the Iſraclites cameinto theland of Canaan, the 
Cananues vere not at the firſt wholly diſpla- 


ced. Why? Moſes rendreth the reaſon; leaſt xd 33.99. 


wilde beaſts come and inhabitc ſame parts of 
the land that weredi and more annoy 
them then the Cananites. In like maner God re- 
nucs the conſcience ; but ſoas it (hall ſtill accuſe 
when occaſion ſcrueth for the preucating of 
many<cangerows linnes which like wild beaftes 
would make hauock of the ſoul, + 
Thus much of good conſcience: Now tol- 
lowes cuill conſcience: anditisfocalled 
becauſe iris defiled and corrupted by ongi 
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ſinne and partly becauſc it iscuill that is trouble 
ſome & paintultin our ſenſe 8 freling, asall ſor- 
ro ries &c miſcriesarc; which forthis 
very cauſe aoarecalledewi. And nh co- 
ſcience berhus termed enil, yerhath irſome re- 
of geterall goodnes inns much asitis an 
— x payee rerer ar 
cauſe it feernes to accaſe them before God, 
whichareiuſtly to be accuſed. 
Ithathſpredirſclfe over mankind as g 
Fs. A exe in 
men thatcome of Adam by ordinary genera- 
tion. The property ofit is, with allthe power it 
hath to accuſe 8& condemne, 8 therby tomake 
aman afraid ofthe preſence of God, 8 ro cauſe 
himtoflie fro God as from an enemy. This the 
Lord fignified when he ſaid to Adi, Adiwbere 
art thou? when Pcter ſaw ſomelicle glimbring 
of the power and maieſty of Godin the grear 
draught of fiſh, he fell on his knees and (aideto 
rut.gs, Chit, Lord goe fow me for 150 aſevfull mas, 
Euill conſcience iscither deade or —_ 
Reade Dead conſcienceisthat,whichthoughitcan 
nothing, but accuſt,yercommonty it lyes quiet, 
accuſing litlc or nothing atall. 

'Thecaulſes why conſcience lyeth dead in all 
men,cither more or leſſe, arc _ I.Defe&t of 
reaſon'or nnoderſtanding in craſed braincs. IT. 
Violence ard ſtrength of affeQtions, which as a 
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of Con ſciemte. I51 
coud do ogercaſtthe mind, 825 agulir of wa- 
whcn reaſon cannotdoe his part, then conſci- 
cocedochnothing. For cxiple:lome once in his 
rage bchaucs himaldlfe like amad man, and wil- 
hogly commits any miſchicfe without conrol- 
ment ofconſcicnce : but when cholltr is down, 
he begins to be aſhamed and troubled in him- 
(cite, not alwaics by grace,but cvenby the force 
of his naturall conſcicnce;which ae rars 
is calmed begins toſtirre, as appearcrh inthe cx- 
ample of Cain. I 1 I. Ignorance of Gods will 8 
errors in iudgement cauſe the conſcience to be 
quict, when it oughtto accuſe. This wefind by 
expcricnceinthe deaths of obſtipate hercrikes; 
which ſuffer tor their damnable opinions with- 
out checke of conſcience. ': 1 | 
Dead conſcicnce hathtwo degrees, The hilt 
istheſlumbriog orthe benummed conſcience 
the ſecond is the ſeared conſcience. 


The benwnmedgonſcience is that which doth Conſcience 


not accuſe a man for any inne vnleſle it begrie- 
uous or capitalk & not alwaics forthat bur only 
inthe time of ſome grievous ſickeneſſe or ca- 
lamuy, Ioſcphs brethren werenorrmuch trou- 
bled in conſcience for their villany in felling 
their brother, tillafterwarde when they were 
afflited with famine and diſtreſſed in Fgypr. 


beniimed. 


. 
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Genel. 44. 2.. This isthe conſcicncethat com» 
monly raignesinthe hcarts of drouſic prote» - 
ſtarts, of allcarnall and lukewarmc.goſpellers, 
and of (uch as are commonly tearmed ciuill ho- 
neſt men, whole.apparent imepritic will noe 
freethem from guiltic conſicnces. 
Such aconſcence is tobe raken hecede of as 
ing molt dangerous. Itishkea wilde beaſt, 
wes) {olong as hee lycsaſlcepe ſeemes very 
tame and geade, and hurtes no man: but when 
heis rowzed,he then awakcs and flies in a mans 
face, andofferstopull out histhroate. And ſoit 
is the manner of dead conſcictice rolyeſtilland 
quiet cuen chrough the courſe of a mans lite: | 
and hereypon atmman would chinke(as moſt do) 
thatit wereagoodconſcience indeed: but whe 
lickneſke oc death approcherh, itbecing awa- | 
ked by the hande of God, beginnes toſtaude up 
on his legges, and ſhewes his fierce eyes and of- 
ters ta rende out euenthe very throate of the 
{oulc . Aud heathen poers knowing this right 
yell, have compared cuill conſcaence to Furics 
purinog men with fircbrands. 
Seared con- The ſeared conſcience is that which doch 
ſcience. not accuſe for any ſimne;nonorfor great ſinnes. 
It is compared by Paul, 1. Tim.4.v, 2. to the 
partc ofa mans body which isnot offely bereft 
of (caſe, life, 8£ morion by the gangrene, but alſo 
is 
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of Conſcience. 153 
isburnt with a ſearing yron: and therefore muſt 
needes be vreerly paſt all fecling. 

This kind of conſcience isnotin al men, but in 
ſuch perſons as are become obſlivare heretikes 
and notorious malefaftours. And it is xot in the 
by nature, bur by anincrezſc of the corruption 


+ of nature; and that by cerraine ſteppesanddc- 


rees. For naturally cuery man hath in him 
ndnes of minde, and obſtinacic or froward- 
nes of heart; yer ſo,as with the blindnes andig- 
norance of minde, are ioyned ſome remnants 
ofthe light ofnarure, ſhewing vs what is good 
andeuill. Now the hearrof man becing excee- 
dingly obſtinate and peruerſe, carricth him to 
commit ſinnes cuen againſt the light of nature 
= _— m_ by pradtſc of ſuch 
innes the li nature iscxtinguiſhed : and 
chen — > Ire? iud- 
gcrh euill good and goodewll:after thus follows 
the ſeared con ſcience, in which there isno fee- 
ling or remorſe: and after thiscomes an excee- 
ding greea;nesroall manner of fine. Eph. 4.18. 
Rora1.28. | 
Here it may be demaunded, how mens con- 
ſciences ſhall accuſe them in the day of iudge- 
ment, it they be thus benummed and in 
tus life. Am ſover. Tris ſaid, Rev.20,12. thatar 
the laſt iudgemneng all ſhall be —_ 
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Chriſt, and that the boakesthen ſhall beope- 
ned: among thelebookes, nodoubt, conſcience: 
one. VWhercfare t a dead canſcience 
inthislifebe asa cloſed or fealed booke;becaiule, 
it docth cither line arnothing accuſe, yaraks 
ter this life, it ſhallde aza baoke laide apen : be- 
cauſe God ſhall inlightcn irand ſo ſtirre it vp by 
his mightic power, that i: ſhall be able ro re- 
ucalcand diſcoucr all the {innesthata maneuer 
committed. PE 
+ Stirring cou Fence, isthat whi ben 
_— flo) —_ excuſe. And it hath foure 
af | 


The firſt which accuſctha man for 
al helena 
caulc to accule is not a that belongs 
toirby creation, buta dfofltharfoloweth 4. 
terthe fall. And if theconſcicuce which trucly 
accuſeth a man for his finnes, were a good con- 
ſcience, then the worſt man that is, might haue 

agoodconſcience; which cannot be. 

When the accuſation of the conſcience is 
more forcible and violent, itis called a wounded 
ot frowbled con ſcience: : which though of it ſelfe 
it benotgood nor any grace of God; yerby the 

of God it ſeructh ——— 

or preparation to 3 asancedle, t 
hn threede ins the doath , is ſome 
mMcanes 
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meanes whereby the coath is: (owed toge- 
' Theſecond,tsthat which xecufeth for doingy 


well. And it is to be found inthem that are g1- 
gen to idolatrie and ſuperſticion. As in t 
Church ofRome: in which, becauſe mens con- 
ſciences arc inſnared and intangled with hu- 
mane tradiuons, many arctr for doing 
that which is good in it ſelfe, or at thelcaſta 
thing indifferent. As for example: let aprieſt o- 
mito ſay maſſe & to lay hiscanonicall houres, 
his coaſcience will accuſe him therfore: though 
the omitting of the-canonicall houres and the 
— by Gods word no 
The third, is the conſcience which cxcuſeth 
for doing that which is cuill. This al(o is ro be 
found in them that are gjuen to idolattic and 
ſupcrititon. And there 15aparriclar 
hereof, oh. 16.2. Tea, the time ſhall come that 
wh» ſoener killeth you, will thinke that he do:tb 
Goa'good ſernice. Such is the conſcience of Po. 
piſh rrayroursintheſe dates, that re never tou- 
ched arall, thongh they intend and cntcrpriſc 
horrible villanics,and be put ro death therctore. 
The fourth; is char which excuſcth for well 
doing, at ſome cimes, andin ſome paricular 
ations of catnall men. VVhen Abimdech 
| had 
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had taken Sarai from Abraham,Gad (aide vnto 
himinadreame, /knovu that thou didarft this 
with an wvpright minde, Gen. 20.6; This may 
won be tearmed *good conſcience, but isindeede 6+ 
cherwiſe, For though itdottruly excuſe in one 
male particular aftion, yet becauſe the man in 
whome it is may be yaregenerate and as yet 
out of Chriſt ,andbecauſe it doth accuſe inma- 
other muters: therefore itisno good con- 
ſcience. If all rhe verrucs of naturall men arc in- 
* Solendida d=cde* b{autifull fines, and their rightcouſnes 
Mcta'® butacarnallrightcouſnes; then the conſcience 
alſo of a carnall man, though ir excuſc him for 

wal doing,is buta carnall conſcience. 
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For yo LT 
tbings muſt be procure _—_— to 
Jo Furr the remedic, 
formation ofconſcience. : 

In the preparation, fourethingsare 
The firtt is, the knowledge ofthe lawe, and 
particular commaundementsthereot, w hereby 
we arc taught what is good, what is badde: 
what may be done,and what may not be done. 

Thc men ot our daies,that they may haue the 
right knowledge of the law,muſt lay ;{fdema- 
ny ctronious and fooliſh opinions, whichihcy 
hold flar againſt the truc meaning ofthe law of 
God: otherwilc they can never beabletodiſ- 
cerne betweene finne ar:-drofinne. Their clpe- 
ciall :nd common opinions aretbeſe: I. T 


re- 


| theycanloue God withall their hearts, and their 
' neighboursas themſclues; that they feare God = 


abouc 2l,and truſt m him alone; and thatthey e- 
uer did ſo. IT. That to rehearſe the Lordes 
praycr, the bcleefe, and ro. commaundements, 
(without vaderſtanding of the words, & with- 
out :ffeHion) is the true and whol: worſhip of 
God. I IT. Thatawan may ſccketo wizards 
and (oothlayers without offence becauſe Ged 
hath prouided afſalue for cuery fore. 1 V. That 
to ſweare by good thirgs 2nd iu the way of 
truth,cannot beaſinne. V. That _— 

t 
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abour-lvs ordinarie affaires at home oc abroad 
onthe ſabbath day , may as well ſerue Gods 
-they winch heare all the ſermons in the world. 
VI. Tharccligion andthepradtiſethercof, is 
iog but an affefted preciſencs; that couc- 


touſnes the Toote of cunll, 5 nothing but world- 
lines that pride is nothing but acare ofhoneſtie 
and clcanlines;thar ſingle tornication isnothing 
but rherricke of youth; that ſwearing and bla{- 
ing argue the couragious mind of a braue 
gendeman, V IT. That a man may doe with 
his owne what he will, and make as much of it 
as hz can. Hence ariſe all the fraudsandbadde 

praQiſes in trafficke berweene man and man. 
The ſecond, is the knowledge of the iudiciall 
ſentence of the haw, which relolutdy pronoun- 
ccth thar a curſe isducto manfor cucry ſmne, 
Gal. 3.10. Very few arercſolued ofthe truth of 
this point, and very few doe vatainedly beleeue 
it,beca;ic mens mindsare policfied with a con- 
trarie opinion, that though they ſinnc againſt 
God,yet they ſhall eſcape death and damnation. 
Dauid faith,7be wicked man,(thatis, cucry man 
naturally)b/e/ſerb himſelfe,Plelro.3. 8 hema- 
ketha league with hell and death, IGai. 28. v.15, 
This appcareth alſo by cxperience.Lertthe mini- 
ſters of the Golpel reproouc tanne, 8 denounce 
Gods judgements agaialt it, according to ” 
rulc 
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rake of Gods word,yet menwilnot feare: ſlones 
pillers of our Churches, as the fliptie hearts of 
men. And the reaſon hereof is ; beczule theit 
minds arc foreftalled withthis abwrd corceit, 
that they arenotindanger of the wrath of God 
though they offend. And the opinion of our 
common people is hereumo an{werable; who 
thinke,that ifthey haue agood meaning, & doc 
no man kurt, God will hauc them cxcuſcd both 
inthis life and inthe day of judgement. 

The third, isa 7#ft and ſerious examination 
of the conſcience by thelawe, that we may ſee 
what isour cſtate before God. And this isa duty 
ypon which the Prophets ſtande very much, 
Lam.3.40.Mes ſaffercth for ſine et us ſearch 
and trie our hearts, and turne agarne to the 
Lord. Zeph. 2.1. Fanne your ſelnes , farne yos, 
O mation, not vvortbie to be lowed. In ma- 
king examination, we mult ſpecially rakeno- 
tice of that which doth now lic, or may herc- 
after lie ypon the conſcience. And after ve 
examination hath beene made, aman cores 0 
a knowledge of his ſinnes inparticular, and of 
his wretched andmiſcrable eſtare. VV ken one 
enters into his houſeat midnight, he findes or 
(ces nothing out of order : but let him come 
in the day time when the ſorne ſhincth, and 
he 
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he ſhall then eipie rhany fauks inthe houſe, and } G 
the very motes that fie vp and downe; ſoleta } fe 
man ſearch his heart in the ignorance & blind. | © 
nes of his minde, he will ſtraightway thinkeall - 
\ 
| 
| 


is well: butlet him once begin to ſearch himſelfe 
with the light and lanterne of the law, and he 

| ſhall tinde many foule corners in his heartand 
many hcapes ot ſranes in his lite. 

The tourth, is « ſorrovv in reſpett ofthe pu- 
niſhment of finnc, arifing of the three former 
adhios. And though this forrow be nogracs; for 
it befalls as well the wicked, asthe godly: yer 
may it be an occaſion of grace, becauſe by the 
apprehenſion ofGods anger,wecometothe ap- 
prchenſion of his mercic. Andi is benter that 
conſcience ſhould pricke vsand wound vsand 
doc his worſt againſt vs inthis hfe while reme- 
dic may be had;then after this like, when remedy 
is paſt. 

Thus much ofpreparation: now follows the 
remedic,and the application of it. The remedic 
is nothing clſc but the bloode or the merits of 
Chriſt. who ſpecially in conſcience frlr the 
wrath of God,as when he ſaid,wy ſoule is heavy 
w#t2 death: and his agonie was not ſo much a 
paine and torment in bodic,as the apprehenſion 
ofthe feare and anger of God in conſcience: and 


when the ho!y Ghoſt ſaith, that he offered _ 
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God pr tiers with ſtrong cries and as beard fri 
feare, he direfAtly notes the diſtrefſe and anguiſh 
of his moſt holy conſcience for our finnes. And 
astheblood of Chriſt is anall-fufficient remedy, 
ſois italſothe alone remedic of All the ſores and 
wounds of conſcience. For nothing can ſtanch 
or (tay theterrours of conſcience, but the blood 
ofthc immaculate lambe of God: nothing can 
ſatisfiethe tudgement of the conſcience, much 
lefſe the moſt (cuere iudgement of God bur the 
onely fatisfaftion of Chriſt, Inthe applicationot 
the remedie, two thingsare required: the Go- 
ſpel preached, and faith : the Golpel! is the hand 
of God that offerethgrace to vs, and faith is our 
hand whereby we recciucit. 

That we indeede by faith recciue Chriſt with 
all his benefics, wenmſt putio pratiſe two le(- 
ſons. The firſt, is vnfainedly ro humble our 
ſeclues before God for all our wants, breaches 
and wounds1n conſcience, which becing vuto 
vsas aparadile of God, by our default we haue 
made asit werealittle hell within vs. This hu- 
miliacion is the beginning of all grace and reli. 
gion: pride and good conſcience canneuer goc 
together: and ſuch as haue knowledge in rehg1- 
onand many other good gifts without humili- 
tie,are but vnbridled, vnmortificd,and vnrefor- 
med perſons. This humiliation containes in it 
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twodurtics, the firſt is confelgion of our lines, 
eſpecially of thoſe that lic vpon our conſciences 
wherwith muſt be ioyned the accuſing and con- 
demning of our ſclucs: for then we putconſci- 
ence out of office, & diſpatch that labour before 
our God in this life, which conſcience would 
performe to our cternall damnation after this 
life, The ſecond dutic is Deprecation, which isa 
kind of praicr made with grenes and deſires of 
heart, in which we intreat for nothing bur for 
pardon of our ſinnes, and that for Chrifts ſake, 
till ſuch time as the conſcience be pacified. 

To this humiliation ſtanding oh theſe two 
parts,cxcellent promilcs of grace and life querla- 
{ting are made, Prov. 28.13. He that hiaeth his 
ſanes, ſhall not proſper: but he that confeſſeth & 
for ſaketh the ſallfind mercy. 1.Joh.1. g. If we ac- 
knowledge our ſamnes he is faithful & inſt to for- 
gize v3 our ſinnes,Gtoclenſes fro all unrigh- 
rcouſnes.Luk.1.35. He kath filled the bugrie with 
goodthings + ſent the rich emptie away.which 
arcallo verified by experience nſundrie exam- 
ples,2.Sam.12-13. Daxid ſaid to Nathan, Theve 
ſanned againſt the Lora, And Nathan ſaiae to 
Daxid, The Lordalſo hath pat away _— 2 
Chr. 33. 12. hen Manaſſes was in tribulation, 
he praiedto the Lord his God, and humbled hims- 
ſetfe greatly before the Goof bis fathers: m 
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pr ajed onto him:and God heard his prayer. Luk. 
23.43.Anathe thiefe ſaidto le ſus,Lordremem- 
ber me wohen thou commeſt to thy kingdom. 
Then Ie ſus ſaide unto him, Verely I ſay to thee, 
$0 day ſpalt thou be with me in para ſe By thele 
and many other places itappeares, that whena 
man doth truly humble himſclfe before God he 
isatihatinſtant reconciled ro Ged,and hath the 

rdon of his ſinnes in heauen:$ ſhall afterward 
aucthe aſſurance thereot in hisown colſcience. 
Th- (ccondleſſon is, when we are touchedin 
conlcicnce fot our ſinnes,not _—_— ronatural 
doubtings and diſtruſt;but to refiſt the ſame, and 
to indeauour by gods - toreſolucour ſelucs 
that the promiſes of aluation by Chriſt, belovg 
tovs particularly: becauſeto docthus much, is 
the very commandemem of God. 


The third — reformarion ofecnls- OY Tray 


ence; which is, w it doth ceaſeto accuſc and ſcience a 


terrifie, and begins tro excuſeand teſtifie vnto vs 
by the holy Ghoſt, that we are thechildren of 
God, & hauethe pardon of our finnes. And this 
it will doe after tharmen haucſcrioufly hum- 
bled rhemſclues, and praicd earneſtly and con- 
ſtamly with ſighesand grones of ſpint for reco- 
citation with God in Chriſt. For then the Lord 
will ſende downe hisfpirit into the conſcience 


by aſwezte and heauenly teſtimonieto aſſure v5 
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that vearc at peace with God. 

Thus we ſce how goodconſcience isgotten; 
and becauſe ir is ſo pretiousaiewell, I wiſhall 
perſons, that as yet neuer labourcd toger 
conſcience, now to beginne. Reaſons to induce 
men thereto may be theſe: I. You ſeeke day and 
night from yetero yerc for honours, riches,and 
pleaſures, which ye muſt leaue behinde you: 
much morethrefore ought youto ſceke tor re- 
newed and reformed conſciences : conlidering 
that cgnſcience will be with you in this life, in 
death, at thelaſt iudgement,and for ever. IT. 
He which wants 4 conſcience purged in the 
bloodot Chriſt, can neuer hauc any true and a+ | 
ſting comforrjn this life. Suppoſe a man araicd 
in doath oftiſhue, ſet inachaire of eſtate, before 
him atable furniſhed with alldaintie prouiſion; 

| hisſeruants, Monarches, and Princes his riches 
the chiefeſt treaſures & kingdoms oftheworld: 
but withall ſuppoſe one ſtanding by with ana- 
ked (word tocut histhroat, ora wild beaſt rea- 
die cuer and anon to pull him in pieces: nowe; 
what can we ſay of this mans cſtate, but thatall 
his happines is nothing but woe and miſcrie? 
Axrd ſuch is the eſtatc of all men that abounding 
with riches, honours, and plcaſures, carrie about 
them an evill conſcience, which is asa ſword to 
lay the foule, or asa raucnous beaſt, m o 
| cke 
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of Conſcience. 165 
lucke the bloodofthe ſoule,and to rendit inpic- 
ces. 111. He which wants good conſcience 
candoc nothing burſinne: his very — 
drinking,his ſleeping and waking,& al he doth, 
eurnestofinne:t cling mal firſt be good 
before the ation can be good: if the rote be 
corrupt.the fruits arc anſwerable, IV. Ancuill 
conſcience is the greatelt enemie aman ci have, 
becauſe it doth execute all the parts of iudge- 
ment againlt him. Itis the Lords ſergeant. God 
neede not ſend out proceſſe by any of hiscrea- 
tures for man: the conſcience within man will 
arreſt him, and bring him before God. It isthe 
gaylcr to keepe man un priſon in bolts & irons, 
thar he may be forth-comming at the day ot 
iadgemenr. Ir is the witnes to accuſe him, the 
iudge to condemane him, the ko EXCc- 
cute him, andthe flaſhing of the fire of hellto 
torment him. Againe,it makesamanto bean e- 
nemie to God: becauſe it acculcth him to God, 
and makes him flie from Godas Adam did whe 
he had ſinned. Alſo it makes a man to. be his 
owne cnemic, in that itdoth cauſc him to lay 
violent hands ypon himſelte, and become his 
owne hangman, or his owne cutthroat. And 
on the conraric, a goodconſcience is a mans 
beſt friend: whenall men intrear him hardly, it 
wil ſpeak faire and comfort him: it isa continual 
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feaſt, and aparadilc carth. V. The ſcri 
rure ſheweth thar rs. cet7 bb ar "x 
Eng ci terrible ends. For cither they 
ic blocks,as Nabal did; or they dic deſperate, as 
Cain, Saul, Achitophel, Tudas. V I. Wemuſt 
conlider often the terrible day of i ,in 
which cucry man muſt recciue according to his 
doings. And that we may then be abſolued, the 
beſt way isto ſeeke for a good conſcience: for if 
our conſcience be cuill, and condemae vs inthis 
life, God will much morecondemne vs. And 
wheras we muſt paſſe throughthree iudgemars 
the iudgement of men, the iudgemet of our co- 
ſcience,& the laſt iudgement of God:we ſhal nc- 
ucr beſtrengrhened againſt them and ciearedin 
themall, butby the ſecking ofagood colcience. 

Akerthat man hath gorgood conſcience, his 
ſecond duticis ro _ ain goucrning, 
the ſhippe on the ſea,the pilot holdingthe helme 
in his hand, hath alwaics ancyctothe compaſſe: 
ſowe hkewiſein the ordering of our liucs and 
conucrſations, mult alvwaics hauc a ſpeciall re- 
gardrothe conſcience. 

That we may kcepe good conſcience, we 
muſt doetwo things; auoide the impediments 
thereof,and vic conuemient preſeruatiues. 

Impedimentsot good conſcience, arecither 
in vs or forth of vs. In vs, onr owne ſinnes and 

cor- 
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corruptions. When mens bodies lic deade in 
thecarth, there breed cerraine wormes in them 
whereby they are confumed. For of the fleſh 
come the wormes which conſume the fleſt:but 
vules wetake great heed, out of the ſinns & cor- 
ruptions of our hearts, there wil breed a worme 
2 foldemoreterrible, cuenthe worme 
of con ſcience thatneuer dieth, whichwilinalin- 

ing maner walt the conſcience, the ſoule, & 
the whole man, becauſc he ſhal be alwaics dying 

8& neuer dead, Theſe ſinnes are (pecially three; 
Ignorance, vrmortified affetios, worldly luſts. 

Touching the firſt, namely ignorance, it is 
agreatand yſuall impediment of good conſci- 
ence. For whenthe minde erreth or miſconcei- 
ucth, ir doth miſlead the conſcience, and de- 
cciuc the whole man. The way to auoidethis 
impediment is, todoe our indeauourthative 
may daily increaſe in the knowledge of the 
word of God, that it may dwell in vsplentiful- 
ly. To thisende we muſt pray with Dauid, that 
he would open our eyes, that we might vnder- 
ſtand the wanders of his law : and withall we 
mult daily fearch the ſcriptures for vnderſtan- 
ding,as men vſeto ſearch x wo mines of the carth 
for gold ore, Prov.2.4. Laſtly, we muſt labour 
for ſpiritual wiſeds, that weraay hauc the right 
vic of Gods wordin cuery particular aftio: that 
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being by it directed we may diſcerne what we 
; may with good conſcience do or leaue vndone. 
"The f{econdimpediment, is vnſtaicdand vn- 
mortified aftefions, which if they may hauc 
their {winge, as wild horſes oucrturne the cha- 
riot with men andall.ſo they ouerturne & ouer 
carrie the 1udgement 8& conſcience of man: and 
therfore when they beare rule, good coſcience 
takes noplace. Now to preuentthe that 
comes hereby ,.this courſe muſt be followed. 
\'Vhen we would hauc aſwordor a knifenot 
to hurt our (clues or others, weturne the edge 
of it. And ſo, that we may preucnt our afteCti- 
ons from hurting and annoying the conſcience, 
ve muſt turne the courſe of ther, by direting 
them from our neighbours to our ſclues 8 our 
owne (ines, or by inclining them to God and 
Chriſt.gr example: choller and avger direQs it 
ſclte hot” cucry occaſion againſt our _ 
bour, agd thereby greatly indamageth the con- 
ſcience. Now, ng ot it is turned, when 
we begin to be diſplcaſed andto be angry with 
our ſclucs for our owne (innes. Our loue ſer vp- 
on the world is hurttull ro the conſcience, bur 
when we once beginto fer our loue on Godin 
Chriſt andtoloue the blood of Chraſt abou all 
the world, then conmrariwiſejtisa furtherance 
of good conſcience. "-4 = 
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The third impediment is worldly luſtes, that 
is, the loue and exceeding delire of riches, ho- 
nors,plealures.Euery man is as Adam, his good 
conſcience is his paradiſe; the forbidden truite 
is the ſtrong deſire of theſe carihly things; the 
ſerpentisthe oldc encmy the deuill: who it hee 
may be ſuffered to intangle us with the loue of 
the world , will ſtraight way put us out of our 
paradiſe,and barre vs fromall good conſcience. 
The remedy isto learnethe le{lon of Paul,Phi- 
lip.4- 12. which 1sin cucry cſtarein which Gol 
ſhall place vs, tobe content ; cſteeming euer- 
morethe preſent conditionthe belt for us of all. 
Now that this leflon may þc learned wee muſt 
turther labourto be reſolued of Gods ſpeciall 
prouidence towards vs in cuery caſe and condi- 
tion of life: and when we baue ſo well profned 
inthe ſchoole of Chriſt, that we can ſec and ac- 
knowledge Gods providence and goonelle, as 
well in (icknefſe asin health, in pouerty asin 
wealth, in hunger asinfulnes, in lite as indeath, 
we ſhall be very wall content , whatſocucr-any 
way betalls unto us. 

The preſervatiues of good confcicnce arc 
two. The firſt isto preſeruc and cheriſh that 
lang faick whereby weare perlwaded ofour 
reconciliation with Godin Chriſt, for this is the 
roote ot good conſcience as hath bene ſhewed: 


now 
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*®. now this faith is cheriſhed and confirmed by 
thedaily exerciſes of inuocation and repentice, 
which be, to humble our (clues, to bewaile 1d 
oO mga 1 
ſclucs for them, topray forpardon & (tr 
againſtſinnc, to praiſe Au =peantrinre.m 
for his daily benefits . Now by the unfained 8c 
ſcriouspraftiſe of theſe dutics, repentance and 
faith aredaily renuced and confirmed. The e- 
cond preleruatiue is the maintaining of the 
rightcouſneſſe of a good conſcience: which 
righteouſneſſe (as I haue (aid) isnothing els but 
aconſtant endeauor and defire to obcy the will 
efGod in all things. That this rightcouſneſle 
may be kept to the end, we muſt praftiſe three 
F ' rules. Thefirſtis, thatweeare to carry inour 
aoouſe. bens hearrs *a purpoſe neuer to fine againſt Godin 
propeſue pee. AY thing : tor where a purpoſe is of commit- 
rexdi- tingany (inne wittingly and willingly; there is 
neither good faith nor good conſcience . The 
ſecond is to walke with God, as Enoch did, 
Genel. v. 24. whichis, to order the whole 
courſe of our liucs as in the preſence of God, 
deſiring to approoue all our doings cuen un- 
crohim. Now this perſwaſjon that whercloc- 
uct we are, we do ſtandinthe preſence of God, 
is anotable meanes to maintaine ſinceritic. Ge- 


nel.17.y.1.1 am Godall. ſufficient, wvalke before 
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of Conſcience 171 
we andbe perfett: Andthe wan of thisis the 
occaſion of offences: as Abraham aide, 
Becauſe I thought, ſurely the feare of Godisnct 
in this place they will lay me for my wines ſake. 
G<1.20.11. Thethird rule is, carctully ro walke 
in our p_ callings,doing the duties ther- 
of ro the glory of Godto the good ofthe com- 
mon wealth and the edification of the Church; 
auoiding therein fraud, coverouſneſke, andam- 
bition, which cauſe men oftentimes to ſer their 
conlciences on the renters, and make then? 
ſtrerch like cheverll. | 

Thus we ſte how good conſcience may be 
preſcrued. Reaſonsto induce vshereunro are 
many. I. Gods ſtraight commandement.1.Tim. 
1. v.19. Keepe faith and good conſcience. And 
Prover.4.23. Keepe thine heart with all dils- 
gence. | I. The good conſcience is the molt 
tender part of the ſoulelike tothe applc ofthe 
eye; which becing pearced by the lealt pinne 
that may be, is not onely blemiſhed, bur allo 
looſeth his ſight . Therefore as God docth 
co the eye, ſo muſt wee deale with the con- 
ſcience. God giues to the cyc certaine liddes 
of fleth, to detende and coner it from our- 
warde iniuries: and ſo muſt wee vie meancs 
ro auoide, whatſocuer may ofkend or annoy 
eonſcience. ITT. Manifold benefits redound 
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vato us by keeping good conſcience. Firſt fo 
mes}. keepe it, we keepe and. 
enioyall ocher gifts of Gods ſpirit. Good con- 
(cienceand the reſt of Gods graces are as a paire 
of turtle dowes, when the one feeds the other 
feederh, when the onelikes notthe other likes 
not, when the one dies the other dies: ſo where 
good conſcience is maintained, there are many 
other excellent giftes of God flouriſhing : and 
where conſcience decayes, they alſo decay. A- 
gaine good conſcience giues alacrity vnto vs & 
boldneſlc incalling on Gods name. 1. Ioh. 3. 21. 
If our heart condemne 111 not we have boldneſſe 
towerazs God. Thirdly ic makes vs patient in at- 
fiction and comforts vs greatly: and when by 
reaſon ofthe grievoulueſle of our affliction, we 
areconltrainedto kneele on both knees & take 
up our crolſe, regenerate conſcience asaſweere 
companion laycs too his ſhoulder, and hclpesto 
beare one end of ir. Laſtly when none can com- 
forts, it will be an amiable —_ and a 
friend ſpeaking ſweetely vnto vsin a- 
gony and pang of death. I V. aha. Auf | 
ſcruethe conſcience without ſpotisthe way to 


' deſperation. Iristhepollicic of thedcuillto yſe 


meancsto caſt the conſcience intothe {eepe of 
ſecurity,that he may the more ealily bring men 
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belong neglected become incurable: ſorhe co- 
row. much and often wounded admitts no 
comfort. Neither will it alwaies boote a man 
aker many yercstofay at the laſt caſt, Lordbe 
mercitullro me; T have ſinned. Though ſome 
be recceiued to mercy inthe time of death, yet 
farre more periſh indeſperation, that lined in 
their ſinnes wittingly-& willingly againſt their 
owne conſcience. Pharao, Saul, and Iudas cricd 
all pecc avi, haue ſinned againſt God; yet Pha- 
rao is hardened more & more & periſherh,Saul 
gocth on inhis finnes and defpaireth, Judas 
made away him-ſelfe. Andno maruell, forthe 
multitude of ſinnes oppreſſe the conſcience and 
make the heart to ouerflowe with ſuch a meca- 
ſure of gricte,that it can faſten no affiance inthe 
mercy of God. Laſtly they that ſhall negleQto 
keepe good conſcience, procure many Þurtes, 


— of Godto them- 
ſclues. VV hen a ſhip is ontheſca,if it be not welll 


goucrned, or if there be a breach madeinto it, 
itdrawcs water and ſinkes: and ſo both men = 
and wares and all inlikchhood are caſt away. 
Now, weall arc as ers, the worldceis an 
huge ſea through which we muſt paſſe: our 
ſhippe is the conſcience of euery man. 1. Tim. 1. 
19. & 3.12. the wares arc our religion and falua- 
tion and all other giftes of God. Therefore ir 
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ſtands vsin hand to be alwaics at the helme, and 
tocatry our ſhip with ascven acourſe as polsi- 
bly vye can, tothe entended port of happineſle, 
whichisthe laluation of our ſoules. Burtt ſo be 
it we grow careleſe, and make breaches into 
the fuppe of conſcienceby ſuffering it rodaſh 
upon the rockes of fine, it isathouſand to one, 
that weintheend ſhallcaſt away our ſclucsand 
all we hauc. And inthe meane (calon, as conſct- 
ence decayes, ſo proportionally all grace ard 
goodneflc gocs from vs: Gods commaunde- 
ments begin to be vile unto vs; the knojviedge 
thereof, as alſo faith, hope, andthe invocation 
ofGodsname decay. Experience ſheweth thar 
men ofexcellentgiftes the viing of bad 
conſcience, loſe them all. (1 d/57rx fore? God be 
þ io morcve fete; qraunce ps grace, £0 hc car 
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Faultstobe amended thus. -; 
Pag.q.lin. 11.putin theſe words.Opinr2z indoerh 
mom hepaleliber contmugent, pag. 16. [.x3, 
ITI. Caution. p.17.l.19. telroer 20.12 
P:43l.25 . veake.p.qg 3 ,read, it.p, 
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ſtands vsin hand to be alwaics atthe helme 
tocarry our ſhip with ascven acourſe as poſsi- 

we can, tothe entended port of happineſſe, 
whichisthe ſaluation of our ſoules. Bur if ſo be 
it we grow carcleſſe, and make breaches into 
the fhi of conſcience by ſuffering it rodaſh 
upon the rockes of ſinne, it isa thouſand to one, 
that weinthe end ſhall caſt our ſclursand 
ich wang inthe meane +» one 
ence decaycs, ſo proportionally all grace and 
goodnefle goes from vs: Gods nnd, 
ments begin tobe vile unto vs; the knowledge 
thereof, as alſo faith, hope, andthe invocation 
ire nao Experience ſheweth that 
men ofexcellentgiftes through the viing of bad 
conſcience, loſe themall., fr d/25<rx-fore” 50d jor, 
+ 13 mr feds arauntt ps gracd, ro bc rar 
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Faulstobe thus. { 
Pag.4-lin.11. put in theſe wordes. Oponiow indyerh 
4 thing ts be probable or comtmyent.pag. 16.1.1 2. 
TI1.Cantien, p.17.L1g.he brother.p.20,1. 21, 
leeft.p.43 25. weake.p.45 l.3. "cog . 
P-5 34.19. Cangre,p.74.l. 2.wiitethe plague of 
femme.p. 168. 1.5. turnethe words, the firſt af 
papifts deny the ſecond they grant. p.1 27.1.6, for 
invmcible read, imminent,p.150.1.8.for ſeemez, 
read, /erver.p,156, in the margia. renarw, 
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